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& And have my reaſon fill, but not the uſe of r 
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very 
gined than deſcribed. 


to N = now . 
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» 
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be accuſed 


having affiſted | 


companions in their flight, N leredith 
it moſt adviſeable they ſhould”; 
to Geneva, and leave the Confetlo 


* 


bbeſs for a ſhort. time to the torments 
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a guilty conſcience. The Marquis would 
know better how to bring them to juſtice, 
and would beſt adviſe how to puniſh the 
I} principal 1n this villanous plot. It was there- 
fore ſettled that Clement ſhould walk ſlowly 
forward, while Meredith and the guide re- 
tarned to the inn in ſearch of Monvel and- 
the carries ge. In purſuance of this plan hey 
turned the corner of the wall, which had 
hitherto concealed them from obſervation, 
when, to their infinite ſurpriſe, they del- 
cried, within a few paces of them, the well- 
Enown figure of F ather Benedict, advancing 
lecmingly i in great haſte. He ſtopped ſud- 
denly upon . recoSaizing a brother of his 
aun Order in converſation with Meredith, 
whom he ig” *gatly recollected. They would 
; have paſſed him in filence, if he had not 
l 2 back his cowl, and expoſed his agi- 
+ | rated ſtern countenance, while he cried— 


45 
2 3 


& Boche end math you 1” 


There 


There was no time for deliberation ; 3 
Clement therefore icdſtantly ſeizing his right 
hand, to prevent him from feeling for his 
e faid— | : 
2 Well met, Father! I have,” thanks to 
5 Providence, eſcaped alive out of the Convent 
of St. Mary, and you ſhall now produce the 
lady who enticed me thither, and anſwer, 
before the Governor, for your ſhare in her 


> iniquitous ſcheme: | Come along—no beſi- 
5 tation!“ he . e 
; 

5 The Fri riar was viſibly ſtartled ; but, ſoon 
recovering from his momentary trepidation, 
3 retorted— _ — 
40 7 | 

L 1 know not what you gan, young 
4 fellow; but you ſhall not leave me, till you 


have diſcovered where your have conveyed 

the two deluded Nuns you aſſiſted to eſcape 

from the Convent. I allowed you to ac- 
compliſh your deſign, only to have vou 

8 more completely in my power. Let us 
"4 - - proceed | 
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proceed to the Governor's ; you ſhall ſoon be 
made ſenſible of the enormity of the crime 
you have committed.“ 

* And fo you hope to cape my vows! 
geance,” replied Clement, by accuſing 


me of an elopement with a Nun? It won't 


do, Father; the Governor ſhall decide between 
us; I can ſoon convince him who I am, and 


depend upon it my real accuſation will be 
attended to before your artful tale. You 


enticed me into the Convent of St. Mary to 


murder me, I have every reaſon to ſuppoſe; 


J fortunately made my eſcape, and was 
conſulting how to proceed in the moſt ſum: 


mary manner againſt you and your accom- 
plices, when you fo opportunely overtook 


me. I never ſaw a Nun during my ſtay 


within your walls, nor do I care if the whole 


body have eſcaped.” 

« There is no relating what may be 
the conſuguenge of your neditdted appeal,“ 
ſaid Meredith, in Engliſn. The Friar is 
ſupported in lis iniquity by an imp of the 
He will ſwear 

„ 
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| the ladies you reſcued are Nuns, therefore I 
cannot approve. of your going to the Gorer- 
nor's ; let us, nevertheleſs, entice him forward 
| under that pretence, and leave. the reſt to 
me. | | 


22 
* 


2 
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Clement, perfectly aware of the ſtrengtng 
of his argument, ſignified his acquieſcence. : 


The Friar was in evident agitation, and 
ſeemed doubtful how to act, during Mere- 


dith's ſpeech, who now preſſed | him. to 88 


ceed, 0 


2 


1. There ſtands a perſon who was to haue 


5 our guide to the Governor's—1 preſume 


we may now diſmiſs him; you undoubt- 


| ediy know the way, Father?“ 


* do, young man, and am ready to 
attend you both.“ 


f 


Meredith inſtantly wrote à few words in hs 


Latin, which he knew Monvel underſtood, 
upon a blank leaf in his pocket- book; and, 
3 beckoning to the guide, ſaid, in French 
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« You may return, my lad.” 
* Where was you going with theſe gen- 
tlemen ?” aſked the Friar. 

« To the Governor” 8„ Father.“ 

e We no longer require your attendance,” 
repeated Meredith, ſhewing him a fix Louis 
piece, and the icrap of paper, behind the 
Friar's back; adding, as he. haſtily took 
them, To the gentleman I left at the inn.“ 


Away ran the boy before the Friar could 
ſtop him, though he called after him ſeveral 
times; but as he was determined to perſiſt 
in affirming that Clement had eloped with 
two Nuns, he made no difficulty in proceed - 
Ing between the friends. They walked very 
Now, and he renewed his charge, declaring 
he could not conceive how Clement had got 
into the Convent. : 
„ Thatis the moſt wonderful part of the 

ſtory,” faid Meredith, but we will argue all 
theſe points more at length before the Gover- 
nor, 


nor. You had batter prepare your defence 
during our walk, Father.” 


Well, but how ſhall we get rid of Kin, | 
1 without taking him before that gentleman?“ 


aſked Clement, in Engliſh. 
« J repeat there 1s no knowing what might 


be the conſequence of ſuch a ſtep,” replied 


Meredith; ve muſt therefore force him 


into the carriage when it comes up, and take 
him to Geneva with us. Monvel is evi- 
dently not in the plot; we are therefore ſure 
of an able aſſiſtant, and there is no being 
aware of the power of ſuch a wretch as this 
infamous agent of the ſtill more infamous 
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Baroneſs, They have gone too far to 1e 


cede, and your death, or perpetual i impri- 


ſonment, is evidently their aim; we are 


unknown, unattended, and unſupported, 

and before our friends could interfere in ou 

behalf, we. might find ourſelves in a very 
diſagreeable predicament,” 

The Friar vowed he would not proceed 


if they , continued to talk in a language: „0 


7 


did not underſtand. | 
B4 


* 
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- 1166 We are to blame, Fein 2 ſaid Cle- 
ment ; ; *© you were more intelligible laſt night 
when you ſhewed me the hilt of your poni- 
ard. I told you then you would repent of 
your menaces, and depend upon it you will 
find my words true before you are much 
older. But now dare you look me in the 
face, and perſiſt in affirming I eloped with 
two Nuns?” . 

« How do you know they were not pro- 
feſſed, young man?? 
How indeed ſhould I know any y thing 
about any of the female inhabitants of the 
Convent? I ſaw no woman during my irk- 
ſome ſtay there.” - 

And you would try to perſuade me you 
Jett the Monaſtery alone?“ 

6e Itold you laſt night, F ather, I was not 
fond of arguing with ſtrangers, It is your 
place to prove I had companions of my flight; 
only take care you are perfect 1n your ſtory, 
for we are not far from the . of our deſ- 
tination.” 


* 


bey 
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= They were, indeed, ſo near the houſe. 
where they had been told they ſhould: find 
the Governor, that both him and Meredith 


began to grow uneaſy, when Monvel, fol- 


lowed by the carriage, came riding full ſpeed 
towards them, in conſequence of Meredith's 


precaution. He had been detained a ſhort 


time at the gates. The coaſt was perfectly 
clear; every thing therefore favoured their 


plan. The moment he could hail Monvel, 
Clement threw off his diſguiſe, and dif- . 


covered himſelf, to the infinite joy and 
aſtoniſhment of that gentleman, to whom 
he merely ſaid, in a whiſper— 


* can enter into no explanation at pre- 


ſents my good friend—our actions will let 
you into our deſign; 3 We ae upon your 
aſſiſtance “. 

„ You' ſafely may, my Lord, 


reply. 5 # : 


3, 


The carriage had Ropped during their 
valley. . 8 


B 5 * 3M Now 


* nw his 


= * 
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10 een | © 
« Now do me the favour to ſtep into that 
cabriolet, Holy Father,” ſaid Clement, in 
a tone that ſavoured more of the i imperative | 
than the perſuaſive. 

« We are juſt arrived,” replied the Friar, | 
therefore there is no need.” 
Don't force me to repeat my requeſt, 
Father Benedict; we are not now within the 
oP of the Monaſtery of St. Mary.” 
| What is it vou mean ?” replied the 
Monk, haſtily feeling i in his boſom. 


Aware of hiv intention, Clement caught 
his arm; and, aſſiſted by Monvel, tied his 
hands behind him with the cord that girded 
his robe, while Meredith held a piſtol at his 

bead, ſwearing he was a dead man if he 


| "1 © offeredto make the leaſt reſiſtance, or to ar- 
1 ticulate another word till he was feated in the 
* carriage. The voiturin was perfectly devoted 


to Monvel, and being a Proteſtant, had no 
1 veneration for any of the holy tribe; into 
= the cabriolet therefore he aſſiſted to lift 
= ' the Monk. Clement and Meredith, each 
1 armed 25 
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a with a piſtol, ſeated themſelves on 5 
either ſide of him, telling Monvel they 


meant to carry the Friar to Geneva, as A 


ſlight puniſhment for the crimes he had been 


guilty of, particularly for having aided. and 


abetted the Baroneſs de Grand-Pre in a plot 
againſt his (Clement 's) life. The ſteward 


perfectly underſtood them, and was well 


aware of the danger of the enterprize, thou 
he was ſtill in the dark as to the neceſſity 


there was for their making the Friar their 
travelling companion; but he was ſo rejoiced 
to find Lord Elleſmere once more at liberty, 
he aſked no queſtions, only told the voiturin 
to make the beſt of his way, promiſing him 

a very large bribe in addition to their agree- 
ment. The man obeyed his injunctions by 
putting his three horſes into a full gallop, 
and thus they drove through Aix, where 
Monvel, bidding the fellow keep on, pur- 


chaſed a bottle of very tolerable wine, and 
ſome rolls, which he put wy 25 carriage 


the moment he overtook Clement 


thanked him for this CR ſupply, ac- 
B F Knou- 
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"00 FOE he began to grow very lv; 
and requeſting he would take care of bim- | 


ſelf. | 1 


« I am afraid your Lordſhip will be a far ®K 


greater ſufferer through our journey,“ was 
his reply, again taking the lead of the _ 


riage. 
Tou frequently, Joubtleſs, faſt through E 


Choice, Father,” ſaid Meredith, as Cl-ment _ 
paſſed him the bottle; this time you will 
do {o through neceſſity.” 85 

« The Father is hardly ſober yet,” | 7 
ſerved Clement ; © indeed | muſt acknows- 


| ledge he treated me with ſome very good 


bread and wine yeſterday. You little thought 
ther, reverend gentleman, you would fo 
ſoon be in my power. Now if you know 
your own intereſt, as you told me laſt night, 
you will be ſincere, and acknowledge all that 


. paſſed between you and Madame de Grand- 


Pre—that lady I fo cruelly deceived,” 
e ene 
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The Friar made no reply, but ſat medi- 
tating in filence how he ſhould be beſt able 
to puniſh theſe daring offenders, and at laſt 


| reſolved, at every riſk, to exert his voice as 


they drove through Annecy. They dared - 
not have recourſe to their piſtols i in a town, 


and he ſhould certainly get them taken be · 


fore a Magiſtrate; the conſequence of ſuch 


an event was obvious - they would be ſent 


to priſon, and he ſhould be permitted to 
return to Chamberry; when, to his infinite 
diſappointment, he found the perſon who 
took upon him to order their poſtillion, led 


him out of the great road, juſt as they came 


within ſight of the town, taking a long 


circuit evidently to avoid it. He had only 


one more chance of being reſcued, he thought, 


which muſt be while they were baiting the 


-horſes ; but even this hope ſoon failed him, 
for the coachman alighted the moment they 3 
got into the great road again, and walked 
for ſome time by the ſide of his horſes, 


feeding them with bread, according to the 
n of the country; which Monvel had 
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| purchaſed tor that purpoſe when he procur ed 5 


the rolls and wine. They were next watered 


at a brook by the road-fide, and were then 
_ urged forward with their former ſpeed.— | 


Finding it in vain to hope he could put his 
firſt intention into practice, he requeſted to 
know what the gentlemen meant to do with 
him. 


« Only to carry you to Geneva, F 8 
replied Clement, by way of puniſhing you, 
as I ſaid before, for becoming the tool ,of one 
of the worſt of women, and for the very 
worſt purpoſes. I know ſhe has it in her 
power to bribe bigh, and perhaps did tel! 


you a very plauſible ftory ; but ſhe cannot, 
1 ſhould ſuppole, be ignorant of my rank in : 


life, though ſhe may have miſled you in 
that reſpe&.” 

« Why, is not your name Clement Da- 
venport ? ? and did not you, pretending to be 
a Britiſh Peer, obtain the hand of one of 
the firſt women in Switzerland! = 


& Now 


UW 


an — * : 22 *. 8 

Wa ; by 
Fs 7 * ag 
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« Now you begin to grow reafiiiable;: 


F ather,” faid the Earl, ſmiling at his HN 
thus forgot himſelf. —< This is arguing much 


more to the purpoſe than when you talked of 
Nuns I never ſaw. Now I can talk with you. 


I am no pretender to a title, take. my word 
for it ; for I really am a Britiſh Peer, and o 
you will yet find to your coſt, except you 

throw yourſelf upon my mercy. There, read 

that direction, preſenting him a letter ad- 
dreſſed to the Earl of Elleſmere; © that was : 
wrote by my father, the Marquis of Ormond. 

If you can read Engliſh, you are at 8 to 


peruſe the contents. 


Jam not to be duped ſo eaſily as tile 8 FJ 
_ Baroneſs de Grand-Pre, young man,” re- = 
plied the Friar ; “ nor can I read Engliſh. — 
Men of fuch rank never travel thus unat- 


tended, nor in ſuch carriages,” 


cc Not often, I will agree, Father; but 1 e Wa 
ſervants enough waiting for me at Geneva to 
toſs you in a blanket—a diſcipline T/ think ' ĩẽ 
: you richly deſerve. Believe me, T ſhould © 55 


e 


not have brought you ang with me, had I - ⁊ð 
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3 any thing t. to dread from ſuch an exertion of 
5 my power; only I foreſaw you would occa- 
ſion me ſome trouble, unattended and un- 
oy known as I was at Chamberry ;—but depend 
upon it, your puniſhment is only delayed; 
for as Heaven is my judge, I will ſhew nei- 
ther you nor the Baroneſs any mercy, ex- 
cept you diſcloſe every thing you know con- 
cerning that diſgrace to her ſex,” 


* 


The air of confidence 2 which Clement 
| ſpoke, greatly ſtaggered the Friar, who, with 
far more nes than he had hitherto ad- 
dreſſed him, ſaid, What other proofs have 
you got to thew that you really are an Eng- 
- liſh Nobleman? I know people of real rank 
of that nation are honoured at every Court; 
there is a poſſibility I may have been de- 


ceived.” VND | 
That is, you acknowledge you have 
been the Baroneſs's agent, Father, and now 
| begin to .doubt whether ſhe or I have told 
1425 truth 2” | 


F 


« Can 


ELLESMERE. e 95 ; uf 
- te Can you ſwear you are that lady” 8 nuf. - "0 | 
| band, Sir! aſked the Friar, thus evading the 4 
5 | queſtion. 8 | 5 "of 
1 <«Tcan; and you | may tell your « nol i 
: a very ſhort time ſhall alſo prove it beyond a , % 
A. doubt, and that ſhe would not have eſcaped * 
5 with impunity any more than yourſelf, if ſhe. 
5 had ſuccerded in either her firſt or ſecond at- 1 
5 tempt to murder me; for ſhe . may reſt aſ- I 
ſured, both ſhe, and all her accomplices, ſhall 
| yet be brought to juſtice.” - + i 
: «. She alledges you deceived her i in many - 8 
85 particulars, Sir,” ſaid the Friar What have 
# you to ſay in your own defence, if you are 
% a man of the rank you give me to underſtand ? _ 
5 ohe has certainly not told me truth.” > 4 
= „Like many fooliſh youths, F ather, 1633 4 
5 married for love, and ſuffered her to remain 
0 in ignorance of my rank and fortune, in hopes 
ö of owing her hand to a ſimilar ſentiment ;— 
« but as it is barely poſſible ſhe may ſtill ſup- | 
a poſe me Clement Davenport, I will ſnew you 
my letter of credit, which I happen to have | 
about me, that you may be able to inform 


18 ELLESMERE, 
her how and why I deceived her,” taking out 
his pocket-book, and putting what he men- 
tioned into the Monk's hand, which abſolutely 
trembled when he returned it, acknowledging 
he no longer doubted the truth of what he 
had advanced. | | 
<« I find I have been deceived,” faid he. 
ce little thought you could have adduced ſuch 
proof of what I was told vou would alledge 
by way of frightening me ; your Lordſhip 
may now __ upon every atonement in 
my power,” z 
No you do ſeem to end your | 
own n intereſt, Father,” replied Clement ;— 
ce for depend upon it you will gain more by 
endeavouring to make me your friend, than 
by perſiſting in a wilful error. Is the Ba- 
roneſs de Grand-Prẽ now at Chamberry? 
Not at preſent, I am pretty ſure, my 
Lord ; but I wonder, fince you acknowledged 
laſt night you wiſhed to be legally ſeparated 
from this lady, that you ſhould have been ſo 
averſe to renouncing your claims _ her 


* and fortune.“ 
cc Had 


S2 (0 — © 
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« Had ſhe come forward, as I expected, 5 
Father, I ſhould have made nd difficulty in 
complying with many of her demands; but 
ſigning thoſe papers you preſented to me laſt 
night would not unfortunately have unmarried 
me that muſt be done publicly, and, as I 


faid before, legally. The Baroneſs wiſhes to 
make quicker work of it, by ſending me out 


of the world.” | 
ce God forbid !”” cried the Father, croſſing 


himſelf, —< People ſometimes threaten to do 


ſtrange things to attain their ends, and yet 
would ſhudder to commit a real crime ; and 
I am ſure the Baroneſs only meant to frighten 
you into compliance this laſt time. But how, 
ſince you are both ſo rich, and both of ſuch 
great rank, are you thus at variance?“ 

* That is a queſtion the Baroneſs is much 
more competent to anſwer, Father, This 
you may aſſure her, that admitting I am in- 
clined to ſhew her deluded accomplices any 
lenity, ſhe need not * to meet with 9 
m =; -: "5 RR 
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9 1 never expect to 8 her again, my | | 
Lord. She intereſted me in her favour. by 
a very well- told fiction; and indeed, by her 
account, I thought you had taken very un- 
warrantable advantages of her weakneſs: but F 
I begin to ſuſpe& your Lordſhip has a rival ; 
at leaſt a gentleman, if I may judge from ap- 1 
Pearance, was the planner, in concert with ] 
the Baroneſs, of the ſcheme to delude you | | 
| 


into the Convent, and of every thing that paſſ- 
ed after your arrival there. He is very pro- 


bably ſtill at Chamberry ; if you are inclined 
to return thither, 1 think I could deliver him r 
into your hands.” 14 \ 
„Don't think of acceding to ſuch a pro- \ 
r 
I 


poſition,” cried Meredith in Engliſh. © Have 
nothing turther to ſay to this wicked woman 


or her agents, except — the medium of MW 1 
lawyers.” ( 
© Depend upon it I never will,” replied. 
Clement: „ this may be only an artifice of c 
this old fellow's to get me again in his 1 k 
.20wer. And pray what fort of a perſon is 
this officious gentleman? ?” he proceeded, once L 
more 


mon RO) Nees the Fri runy'y '* and bat 1s his 
name ! * 


« Tour laſt e my Lord he took 


care not to put it into my power to reſolve. 
As for his perſon, there was nothing very re- 


markable about it : the Baroneſk did not 


chuſe him, as I can ſuppoſe ſhe did your 


Lordihip, for his beauty ; but he certainly 
knows you, and was afraid you would know 


bim 
« Why, pray where did I ſee him then | pe” 


« He was one of the Friars who was with 
e when your Lordſhip was ſhewn in; he 
| C * purpoſely to identify your perſon, as it 
was fully expected you would come in the 


room of Mr. Monvel ; and now 1 hope, my 


Lord, you won't object to ſetting me at 
liberty, if you are not inclined to return to 


Chamberry.” 


«The moment we are out of Savoy, I will 


comply with your requeſt, Father; bur not 
"before, = i | 


“Then I mult have patience, my Lord ; 


bur as for the villain who led me into ſo groſs 
an | 
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| an error, I will make him know what | it is to 
* deceive a member of the Church. Mean- 
while, I wiſh your Lordſhip would tell me 
: what 1s become of the ladies who were in the 
[ 1 room you got into when you cut through the 


by ſt 
nit 


FEE © partition.” | 
K « Why then ten to one I kightened them _ 
away,” faid Clement. © Nuns, you know, 
are particularly afraid of our ſex, and I cer- 
tainly ſaw no one. . How could it enter your 


Dr, _ . — 
RN. 

, 
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head that I ſhould embarraſs myſelf with ſuch 

1 ladies, and total ſtrangers too? But this was | 
J N only a manceuvre of the Baroneſs's lover, I 15 5 
f 1 preſume; he invented this ſecond fiction to 1 
get me once more into confinement.” 
it No; upon my honour, my Lord, there 1 
4 were two ladies in the room I mentioned, and ( 
who alſo certainly contrived to MAKE their E 

eſcape either before or after you.” gs BB 


« I commend them for their ſpirit; but i 
| who were they, after all? Nuns, as you firft 


gave me to underſtand?“ 
« Out of regard to their families, your al 


| Lordſhip muſt — my mentioning their 
names.“ 


The 


10 


The fact was, the Fri riar, who began ſe- - MY 
riouſly to think Clement knew nothing of the 
females in queſtion, was by no means mcknad 
to gratify the curioſity he expreſſed, as there 
was a poſſibility they were ſtill concealed in or 
about the Convent; and in a very few minutes 


Monvel ſtopped the carriage, ſaying, © We 
are entering the Geneveſe territory, my 


Lord; therefore I, think you hag better A 


your travelling r | 


By all means, ' replied 3 jump- _ 
ing out himſelf to aſſiſt * Friar, whoſe hands 
were now unbound. — You are now at 
liberty, Father,” he 3 « Your robe, 


which enabled me to quit the C onvent unmo- 


leſted, you ſaw me throw into a hedge near 
Chamberry, and there you may find it; and 
pray remember, whenever you mention this 
Journey, to * why you were obliged to un- 
dertake it. 
« Your Lordſhip may reſt aſſured 1 


very thankful for the lenity J have met with, 
and that I ſhould never have entered into the 


Baroneſs' S ſchemes, if I had not been pu- 


poſely 
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b poſely and groſsly deceived: my oily con- 
ſolation is, that I meant to do my duty. 1 
hardly know how I ſhall be able to get back 
to Chamberry, for I have no money about 

me.” 
Clement, whoſe charity was as unbounded 
as his means, requeſted Meredith to give the 
Friar a couple of Louis; for, unprincipled as 
he believed him to be, he had certainly this 
time been the dupe of the Baroneſs's well- 
told ſtory. Meredith did as he deſired, ad- 
viſing the Monk to make up for his late 
forced faſt. 


Monvel declared they were to blame ;— 
ſuch people were always ſure to procure what- 
ever they wanted, gratis. The. Friar, how- 
ever, departed highly pleaſed, ſecretly hoping 
he ſhould hear no more from this young Peer, 


who might perhaps reſt ſatisfied with the Joke r 

. of having brought him ſo far out of his way. t, 
At all events, he reſolved to lay no complaints if 
| b 


1 at againſt him, as he was now convinced that 
K would N * 
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would no longer anſwer the deſire ed end: 


and leſt my . ſhould make any to the | 


Court of Turin, he determined to get re- 


moved to ſome other Convent, but not till he 
had, if poſſible, been revenged of the Ba- 


roneſs and her lover; for ſuch he continued 


to ſuppoſe the perſon, who had, as he told 
Clement, been the planner of the whole 
chene, | 


— 


„ CHAP. II, 


Monvzs. now aſked the 1 whether 


they choſe to drive into Geneva in the car- 
riage. If he could depend upon the voi- 
turin's diſcretion concerning the Friar, they 


ſaw no objeCtion, they obſerved: He would 


be anſwerable for the man, he aſſured them; gra 


who was accordingly ordered to proceed. 
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During their ſhort drive, Meredith aſked 


em what he meant to do with his reſcued. 
damſels. 


* Merely to provide them with a convey- 


ance, and the means to reach ſome of their 
friends, was the reply. They are certainly | 


not Nuns, and I conſider myſelf as greatly i In- 
debted to them ; for, notwithſtanding Father 
Benedict endeavoured to qualify the part he 


acted, I am ſure my life was in danger, ad- 


mitting even I 15 complied with the Ba- 


roneſs's propoſals.” 
« Do you think you ſhall know them 
again ?” aſked Meredith. 


18 Not I, upon my honour wok might re- 


collect Clara's voice; but it was much too 
dark when we parted, for me to make any 


remarks upon their features; but they will 


certainly be at tne inn we are going to, 1 


have wiſhed, ſeveral times ſince we parted, 
I had ſent them to any other. My watch 


would have induced any landlord to have ad- 


vanced twelve livres for them, and, by that 
"Ip means, 


Ay 


means, our ſervants need not have known they 


fe / 


were acquaintance of mine.“ 
ce Never mind,” replied Meredith ; <* they 
muſt know we have been upon a ſecret ex- 
pedition ; and the arrival. of theſe nymphs 
will, in their opinion, elucidate” the myſtery. 
But an't you very much fatigued ? That vi- 
lanous Friar kept my mind in ſuch a conſtant 
ſtate of agitation I never before experienced. 
Vou have been ſitting all this time in on 
wet Tn and ſtockings.” “ 
Nor did it ever occur to myſelf, 
3 the moment I got into the car- 


riage ; ſo I dare fay I ſhall feel no ill 


effects from what, at all events, could not 


have been avoided. I am certainly rather 


tired; but a good dinner, and changing my 


clothes, will cure all my complaints as ef- 


fectually as this journey has cured me of my 


5 abſurd attachment to Madame de Grands 
Px. 55 d 


They now as che gates of Geneva,. 


and ſoon ſtopped at the inn, looking „ | 
at all the windows in front, as they de 
Eq: under 


ZLLESMERE. N 


7 


z 
Fg £ "4 — — — 
= \ * bY N od — — —U . 
— 2 . NC AVE 3 2 N EY N 


N * 
A j 
a x * ” 
; , a 0 3 F = 
1 8 , 1 wi * ö FOI" & 4.4 
— = r — s of * 7 A oh - 
— eee eee PAGE eee ee % n : 1 
— * = q th SW a a *» 


n 
— — 


28 ELLESMERE. 


| - 0 | | ; under the er ; but ſaw no Indies they 


1; | could fancy were Clement's former com- 
| 1 panions. The moment the carriage ſtop- 
5 ped, they were ſurrounded by their own ſer- 
[ 1 vants and the people of the houſe, who all 
14 ſeemed very happy to ſee them, their return 
| having been conſidered as uncertain. They 
| all looked ſurpriſed at Clement's diſordered | 
[) dreſs and dirty appearance, but no one of 
i courſe ventured to make any remarks ; nor 
| | did Watſon's looks, while his maſter ordered 
| him to prepare a change of clothes for him, 
1 ſeem to imply any knowledge of the females 
I l whoſe appearance Clement thought muſt, in 
— 14 many reſpects, have tallied with his own, 
: 


3} They were immediately ſhewn into a com- 
14.8  fortable apartment, where they found a good 


*F9 fire, and there, in as few words as poſſible, 
1+ 3 Monvel was made acquainted with every 
ö thing that had occurred to Lord Elleſmere 


2 4A at oy. 


after he left him, till the moment he over- 
took him and Meredith 1 in —— with the 


Fri riar. 
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= The moſt. unheard-of piece of villa 
that ever was practiſed the ſteward ex- 2 
claimed; © and every ſoul concerned in it 
ought to be as ſeverely puniſhed as the Sar- 
dinian laws wonld admit of; though hemgreed 
they had acted right in bringing the Friar away _ 
with them. Encouraged as he undoubtedly _ 
was by the Baroneſs and her male friend, 
there was no knowing what might have been 
the conſequence, fituated as they were; of _. 
having takenhim to the Governor's; andcon- 
cluded by declaring that he freely forgave _ 
the ſuſpicions Meredith had entertained of _ 
his dene 1 _ of the artful Baroneſs's. 


Meredith aſſured him, aſter Seine his 

friend once more at liberty, nothing had 

given him ſo much pleaſure as to find he had 
formed fo raſh a judgment. 


„ 


« But pray where are the d now! by wo 
aſked the ſteward. | : 
In this houſe, I ſhould kuppoſe;” f id 
Clement, * though I proteſt I bardly know. 
he | how 
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how to make the enquiry : nor does i it appear 
they have applied to Watſon.” 

I think they have ſet off with your Lord- 
ſhip! s watch, ſaid Meredith. 
<< Then believe me I freely forgive them,” 
replicd Clement; © though I can't ſay I 

entertain ſuch a notion.” 

T he appearance of Watſon, who came to 
inform his Lord that every thing was ready for 
him to dreſs in another room, broke off the 
converfation ; as the Earl retired with his 
valet, leaving Meredith and the ſteward to 
ruminate upon the incredible length the 
Baroneſs had gone to deprive her huſband, at 
all events, of his liberty, if not his life. 


As Watſon did not mention the ladies in 
queſtion while aſſiſting his maſter to undreſs, 
Clement began to think it probable they had 
gone to ſome other inn, to eſcape his notice, 
without entertaining any doubts for the ſafety 
of his watch, which he was convinced, from 


che | tenor of their behaviour, they 
would 5 
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would contri to return to him he there- | 


fore careleſſly aſked if there was much com- 
pany in the houſe. 


0 great deal, my Lord; we under- 
ſtand this inn is not much reſorted to: but 
there were two ſuch figures arrived this 
morning, juſt as I came down ſtairs, that I 
never laughed more heartily.” 

% What was there fo very diverting in 
their appearance??? 

ce Why, though they got out of: a carriage, 
my Lord, they looked for all the world as if 
they had been tied behind it, and dragged for 
twenty miles through the dirt and mire.“ | 

« Were they males or females?” aſked 


Clement, almoſt certain, from the delcription, 
that they were the companions of his flight. 


« Oh! females, my Lord; they came from 
Annecy, the coachman ſaid, who had pick- 
ed them up in the dark. He told us that an old 
Friar, a little way on the other ſide of the town, 


had made the bargain with him; but they were 


C4 8 in 
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in luck, as he obſerved, that he could not tee | 
them.” 
ce The landlord, I preſume, ee them; 
or he would hardly, according to your ac- 
count, have taken them into the houſe.” _ 
ee fancy they made themſelves known to 
him, my Lord ; for they called him on one 
ſide the moment they alighted, and he dif- 
charged the voiturin, and ordered them to 
be ſhewn into one of the beſt apartments, 
laying they were ladies of conſequence, not- 
withſtanding the _—_— ee they 
made.“ 
And he has moſt probably ſpoken the 
truth,” replied Clement; © becauſe my 
being up to my knees in mud, as you ſeem to 
ſay theſe ladies were, does not render me of leſs 
' conſequence, But where are they now?“ 
ce In bed, I underſtand, my Lord, while 
their clothes are being waſhed.” 
« What, are they deſtitute of a change??? 
« ] really can't ſay, my Lord; they had a 
tolerable ſized bundle with them, but they | 
| complained of fatigue, ſo breakfaſted, 21 
went to bed,” | | 


« Are 


* 
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= Are they old or young ? e - 9 
ce Oh, both very young, my Lord; one of 
them ſtruck me as being a very pretty girls * 


though I hardly got a peep at her face, for 
ſhe ſeemed very much aſhamed of being 


a ſeen; —but her companion, a little Gipſey 

= looking thing, about two or three and- twenty, - 

5 only laughed at their dirty appearance, flung 

k back a long black veil, and did not ſeem to 

care for any thing or any body. But I ſup- 

8 poſe they will get up in the evening, if they 

4 have any thing to put on; becauſe they ex- 

1 pect ſome friends, the landlord ſays. 

That 1s, they expect me, thought Cle= 

4 ment, more than ever at a loſs how to renew 

* his acquaintance with them. - 

. Having finiſhed his toilet, he 16 4 
down to Monvel and Meredith, to whom he 1 
imparted what he had juſt learned, who 3 
laughed very heartily at Watſon's account of 
the poor fugitives, and commended their de- 

1 licacy in applying to the landlord in prefe - 

7 rence to Watſon. | _ 
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The ſteward inſtantly offered to be Lord 
Elleſmere's repreſentative upon this occaſion, 
and to ſee his deliverers ſafe wherever they 
wiſhed to go: he would wait upon them in 
his Lordſhip's name as ſoon as they were 
ſtirring, and learn their future intentions. 


« Youare very obliging, my good friend,” 
ſaid Clement; © and I think the fair ladies 
will not be averſe to putting themſelves under 
your protection. But as this is a matter that 

muſt be left to their own option, I believe the 
propoſal muſt come from me; they have 
certainly done me a ſignal ſervice, and I 
ought, in my turn, to endeavour to ſerve 
them. I will therefore write them a ſhort 

note. | — 
ce You ſhall manage every thing your own 
way,” interrupted Meredith, © But here 
comes a few things I ordered, by way of 
a ſnap; we ſhall have time enough to talk 
over our future plans after we have taken 
ſome refreſhment; and I dare ſay our tra- 
velling 


. 


1 


L 


literally at your expence, gentlemen.“ 


ev % p or 3 0 


0 8 aon 
FI 
* 8 * 
1 * 


ELLESMERE, /  » 


velling companion is * himſelf at 


Carouge.“ 
« No doubt,“ ſaid the ſteward, © and 


The Batoneſs became again * theme of 
their diſcourſe during their repaſt, having 
diſmiſſed the attendants; and it was agreed 
that Clement ſhould conſult with Lond” Or- 
mond before any further ſteps were taken in 
the buſineſs; Mr. Monvel aſſuring him he 
would hold himſelf in readineſs to attend him 
at Avignon _ the ſhorteſt ſummons. 


Finding hicaſelf very much refreſhed, Cle- 


ment propoſed g going to his banker's, to pro- 
cure a ſupply of money, and to make ſome 


purchaſes for Miſs Maynard. They there- 


fore all three ſallied out, when a crowd of 
people, advancing from the Place du Bel 
Air,“ apparently ſurrounding a ſedan chair, led 
them to enquire what was the matter. But 
the chair was brought into the inn- yard be- 
fore any one ſatisfied their curioſity, and a 

„ man 
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they haſtened back into their apartment; and 


man was taken out abſolutely covered with 
blood, whom, to their infinite ſurpriſe, they 

recognized, upon his raiſing his head, to be 
Dubois. 


Horror- ſtruck by ſo unexpected a light, 


Clement drank a bumper of wine to diſpel a 
faint fickneſs which had come over him.— 
Meredith and Monvel were leſs ſhocked, 
having ever, in their own minds, ſuſpected 
he was the aſſaſſin who had waylaid Clement 

near Grand-Pre. 


He has certainly been in a duel,” ſaid 

the Earl. | 
« Let us enquire,” ſaid Meredith, ringing 

the bell. 


The landlord made his appearance, but 
could not ſatisfy their curioſity. Mr. Dubois 
was ſpeechleſs, and had been found in 
the ſituation they had ſeen him, between 
Carouge and Plein Palais, having walked, it 
4 | was 


EE 
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lancies himſelf in danger, he may be inclined : 
to confeſs a few of his iniquities : I have 
great res ſon to think he was concerned la“ 
this laſt plot.” 
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was preſumed, near a mile after he met with 
his wounds before he fell, as traces of blood 
nad been diſcovered for near that diſtance. 


ce Poſſibly he has been fighting a duel in 
Savoy,” faid Clement; © and having killed, 


or dangerouſly wounded his antagoniſt, was 


anxious to reach the Geneveſe territory,” ? 
« His Lordſhip might be in the right,” the * 

landlord ſaid ; © _ Dubois was known to | 

be a fighting man.” He left the room upon ©. 


being told the ſurgeon was arrived. 


« I am certain the wounded man could 
give us ſome information which might be 
worth your Lordſhip's notice, concerning 
the Baroneſs,” faid Monvel; “ and if he 


# 


« Your ſurmiſes may be juſt, replied 
Clement; © bur it would be downright bar- 
barous to queſtion, much more to accuſe, 2 « 
perſon in ſuch a ſituation, At all events, he 


| can't 


Cz 
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can't have been one of the acting parties in 


the late plot, if he has been fighting a duel.” 
c Not in that caſe, I will allow, my Lord,” 


rejoined Monvel; © but if, on the contrary, 
he was upon his return from Chamberry (for 
he was found near Carouge, you will pleaſe co 


remark), it is probable he was the gentle- 


man the Monk alladed to; and if they met, 
enraged as the latter was, and armed, as you 
ſuſpect, with a poniard, may not he have 
thus wreaked his vengeance upon an accom- 
plice who has led him into ſuch a peritous 


ſituation ??? 


« I do think 'tis as Monvel ſuſpects, ex- 
claimed Meredith. The Monk vowed ven- 


geance againſt thoſe who had deceiyed him 
reſpecting your Lordſhip's rank, which they 


were evidently acquainted with, from having 
anticipated what it ſeemed probable yu 
would ſay to him. This Dubois ought not to 


eſcape.” 
© That he don't ſeem to have Jane,” re- 


| plied Clement. © He may be the perſon the 5 


Friar * was my rival, and he may be 
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paying the deſerved penance for 1 trea- 
chery; but at preſent we have only pre- 
ſumptive proof of either therefore let us. 
take our propoſed walk; the ſurgeon will 
have dreſſed his wounds by the time we re- 


turn; and you, Monvel, as an acquaintance 


of Dubois, may make a few enquiries, which 
will better enable us to judge how he met 
Vith this misfortune. We ſhall alſo learn his 

own account of it, and can take our meaſures. 
accordingly ; though I am very averſe, ad- 
mitting he is implicated in this laſt iniquitous 
ſcheme, to take any ſteps towards bringing 
him, or any one elſe, to juſtice, till I have | 
conſulted with my father.“ 

e think your Lordſhip is perfectly right. 
Still, if Dubois is dying, and ſhould chuſe to 
make an 900 confeſſion, we certainly ought 
to receive it.“ 8 | | | 

" Undoubtedly ; _ when we return, you 
ſhall pay him a viſit,” 


During their walk, it was ſettled - the 
younger gentlemen ſhould return to Grand- 
| ” „ 
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Pre, to take a final leave of Mr. Mayuud; 


the following day, and that Monvel ſhould e 
attend the reſcued ladies to whatever place | 
they had fixed upon for their future reſidence, 
except they preferred travelling ?#te-4a-7ete. ” 
Clement made his banker put up a hundred : 0 
deuble Louis in a rouleau, which he meant 0 
to preſent to Clara, whoſe acknowledged 
VT EE 3 | th 
poverty might make her leſs delicate, he | 
fa 
thought, in regard to pecuniary obligations, | | 
hi 
than her friend, = = 
| | dc 
He next purchaſed a great variety of ele- - 
cant and expenſive trinkets for Miſs May- * 
nard, being at the fountain-head for ſuch 1 
baubles. They then returned to their inn, 2 
all of them more or leſs anxious to make ; 
| ſome further enquiries - reſpecting Dubois, 
who, to their infinite aſtoniſhment, they 
the 
learned had ſet off home, very contrary to i 
the advice of his ſurgeon, the landlord told pag 
them, who had pronounced him in a 1725 f Do 


dangerous ſi Nation. 
5 But 


ws os 


— 


ELLESMERE. | 41 


« But pray how came he by his wounds 2 
aſked Meredith. 

„Why, that is not very cuisfubtorily 

known, even now, Sir. The ſurgeon tells 


me he has been {tabbed in two places with a 
poniard : one of his wounds is in his back; 


and Mr. Dubois acknowledges his adverſary 
(for he ſays he was going to fight a duel with 
a Sardinian Officer, and rode through Geneva 
this morning for that purpoſe) took an un- 
fair advantage of him, and after. ſtabbing 


him with a ſtiletto, left him for dead; yet he 
does not chuſe to give up the perſon's name, 
though he muſt be neither. more nor leſs 


than an. aſſaſſin; ſo I ſuppoſe there were 
faults on both ſides, for one would have 


thought, by his hurry to be gone, that he 


fancied . in danger here,” 


A ſummons oa another gueſt burdded 


the landlord out of the room, and the gen- 
tlemen thought every corroborating circum- 


ſtance rendered i it evident that the Monk was 


Dubois 5 > adverlary. A man would not have 
* 


Pd 
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gone unarmed upon the errand which he pre- 


tended had carried 1um into Savoy: he cer- 


tainly left Chamberry, probably on foot, the 


moment he learned Clement's eſcape, that 


he might not be implicated in the pumiſh- 
ment he foreſaw awaited the Monk and 
Abbeſs, who, neither knowing his name, nor 
place of abode, could not give him up to 
ſave themſelves. 


„Well, the vengeance of Heaven ſeems 


| to leave overtaken him as it did Gwillim,” 


ſaid Clement; © and I do believe, ſooner or | 
later, it ever does, even in this world. Vil- 


lany may proſper for a time; but it is gene- 
rally detected when the perpetrators think 


themſelves moſt ſecure. We will enquire | 


to-morrow, as we go through Rolles, what 
ſtory he has told at home to account for his 
wounds, and how long he has been abſent.” 


Meredith, who was ſtanding near a win- 


dow, looking into the court, exclaimed, 
«© Here, here, make haſte!” 


«To. 


fc 
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ce To ſee what ?” aſked Clement, as he 
flowly approached. 2 

« Zounds ! you are too late, man; a mo- 
ment ſooner, and you would have ſeen one of 
the handſomeſt girls I ever yet beheld ; but 
ſhe only raiſed a black veil to diſcover more 
charms than oughr to have fallen to the ſhare 
of one woman, glanced her eyes round the 
court, and walked forward.” 

« What nonſenſe !” ſaid Clement, return- 
ing to his ſeat. 

« Nay, I declare I did not exaggerate ;— 
ſhe poſitively was a moſt beautiful creature. 
Faith ! here ſhe comes again. Zounds ! man, 
how you move! why, if it was our hoſt's 
grandmother, you could not be leſs anxious 
to gratify your curiolity,” bs: 


Clement had 3 during his ſpeech, 
and perceived two Jadies, but both velled, 
crofling the court. 


\ 


cc Step on” faid Meredith ; o you will 
meet them exactly at our door.“ 


/ 
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e] dare ſay they are come to viſit my two 
friends,” replied Clement, opening the door 


to hear. what enquiries they made. 0 
i W t 
They had ſtopped directly in ſight; there- 

fore, fearful they ſhould attribute his action 

to its real motive, he walked forward, mean- 2 
ing to paſs them, when, to his infinite amaze- tl 
ment, her veil being withdrawn, he recog- c 


nized the features of Lady Auguſta Cameron a 
in the one neareſt him. The contents of her 


letter to Miſs Belville, which had fallen ſo b 
ſtrangely into his hands, added ſtrength per- ir 
haps both to his looks and words, when he li 
expreſſed his joy at ſo unexpectedly meeting tl 
her Ladyſhip at Geneva. FEET Rt | 
: ſa 
Her vifible confuſion, which he fo per- p 
ſectly accounted for, pained him ſo much IÞ 
more, that it embarraſſed him. He was retir- I. 
ing, ſaying, © he would not now detain her P 
Ladyſhip, who, he hoped, would permit him 
ſome other opportunity of paying his en hi 
to her belore he left en, 5 15 C 


* 


8 You 


\ 


« Youare very obliging, Mr. Davenport,” 
was the reply, delivered in a tremulous ac- 


cent.— Pray how long have you been 1 in 


this part of the world 2”? 


While ſhe was ſpeaking, her companion 


had been examining Clement's cpuntenance z 
and before he could reply, exclaimed, I do 


think 1 it is the ſame. Pray; Sir, what is the 


clock ?” pulling his watch out of her pocket 
at the ſame moment. _ 


« Is it poſſible,” cried Clement, « I have 


dock ſo unconſcious of whom I was addreſſ- 


ing? yet ſurely I recollect the voice of the 


lively Clara, to whom I. mink I delivered 
that watch.” 5 

ce Tt is—it is our courageous friend at laſt,” 
ſaid ſhe, preſenting him her —_— which he 
politely raiſed to his lips :— + He is Mr. 
Davenport, after all, you 2 turning to 


Lady Auguſta, whoſe confuſion ſeemed, if 


poſſible, increaſed by the diſcovery. 
May I requeſt you would do me the 
honour to walk into this apartment?“ faid 


Clement. © Your RY has hardly' yet 


recovered 
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AN 


recovered from your recent fatigue, and well- 2 
grounded fears.” 125 


3 


C 
A | os 3 = = 
K Too much agitated to utter a refuſal, ſhe f 
Z ſuffered him to lead her into the room, and J 
3 ſeat her in the firſt chair. Clara preſented | 1 
1 her with her ſmelling- bottle, obſerving that Ie 
f 3 joy has very different effects upon different BH » 

18 people. | ſu 


3 


* You little thought of meeting with an 
old acquaintance among ſo many enemies, 
Mr. Davenport,” faid ſhe : © and perhaps, 
after all, you may have to thank Dame For- 
tune (who threw you fo opportunely in our 
way before we were at any abſolute certainty” 

vou were our brave deliverer), for having 
made the diſcovery ;—for I can aſſure you this 
dear filly friend of mine had almoſt deter- 
mined not to fee the knight-errant to whom 
we were beholden for our reſcue ; becaule, 
forſooth, ſhe ſhould be afraid to ſhew her 
face after the heinous crime we have both 
committed, ard 1 begin to think ſhe was. in 
| earneſt, 
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earneſt, Now, if I 68590 diſplay "oY a ſer. 2 
of features, I am ſure I ſhould never be either 
afraid or aſhamed to ſhew them; nay, I dare 
ſay I ſhould have been run away with by ſome _ 


Prince 1 IN diſguiſe long ſince. Laſt night ſne = 
was ſure ſhe Knew you ; but after you had 0 


left us, ſhe began to have her doubts, and 
when ſhe had examined your watch, ſhe was 
ſure ſhe was miſtaken: my, you may think 
yourſelf in luck ſne did not throw 1 it into the 


road.” 


« How can you delight in repeating the 
follies I committed while under the domi- 1 
nion of fear, my gay friend?” faid the Rill 
agitated Lady Auguſta: © but we intrude - 


3 upon theſe gentlemen; 1 hardly yet know 
what I am about.” | 1 * 


« So it ſhould ſeem; for you have not yet 


congratulated our. joint friend upon his ſe- 5 


cond eſcape from Chamberry; but we will 
endeavour to recal our ſcattered ſenſes, Mr. 
Davenport, and le: you know when our 
complimentary ſpeeches are ready.“ 


aw 
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can only requeſt you would conſider 


me wholly at your orders, ladies, and that 
you would employ me in any way in which 


I can afford you any affiſtance—bowing, in 
return to Lady Avguſtz's retreating curtſey, ' 
whoſe full heart nearly overflowed at her eyes, 
as the haſtily quirted the room to conceal her 


weakneſs.” 


Here is a pretty Aviva; my Lord!” 


ſaid Meredith, with an arch look; © ſo theſe 
are the two dirty drabs W 
Now, had you really no preſentiment how 
your monaſtic adventure was to conclude? 

« Do you conſider it as brought to a con- 
cluſion now ?”” aſked Clement; © but, upon 
my honour, I had not the ſlighteſt idea I 


had fo lately been in company with Lady 


Auguſta Cameron, whom, I prefume, her 
aunt placed in the Convent of St Mary, in 
hopes of inducing her to accept of her ſon's 
hand by way of regaining her * 


Mr. Monvel was warm in his encomiums 


of her — ; and Meredith declared he 


half - 
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half forgave 8 Baroneſs, ſince her i 


had paved the way for the liberation of their c | 


fair countrywoman, and the little lively Ita- 
lian, whom. he was very much ſtruck with. 


0 1 her Ladyſhip means to 2 ; 


cced to England, he continued. 


Moſt probably,” ſaid Clement; ** ſhe is 
— you find, with the alteration 

in my name. p 
Before Meredith could re _ Clara, hav- 
ing firſt given a gentle rap, put her head into 
the room. Will you favour us with your 
company in our apartment for a few minutes, 
Mr. Davenport? My friend has a thouſand 


things to ſay to you (not that ſhe would ac- 


knowledge as much); yet can't think of. viſit- 
ing you, and has merely the ſame objection to 


receiving you in a bed-room. In vain I 


preach up the faſhion of the country; — no, 
labouring under fo many inſurmountable dif- 
ficulties, ſhe muſt, forſooth, write you her 


thanks. Now, do pray come aan ſave her 


the trouble. 7 
VOL, IV, | #7 | Clement, 
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Clement readily agreed, though perfectly | 


ſenſible Lady Auguſta muſt feel herſeif in 


a very diſagreeable predicament. As they 


aſcended the ſtairs, he took an opportunity to 
ſlide the rouleau he had prepared, into her 


hand, obſerving tha her friend would be leſs 


averſe to accepting a ſupply from her than 
from him; therefore ſhe muſt conſider that 


_ trifle as her own property. 


* To attempt to refuſe your kind ſupply, 


acquainted as you are with the ſtate of our 
finances, would be an exceſs of affectation 


which muſt lower me in your eſteem, my 


kind friend; though I know the dread ſhe 
entertained of your making a ſimilar offer, 


was one of Lady Auguſta's motives for wiſh- 
ing to addreſs you in writing: but huſh! we 
are arrived,” opening a door, and calling out, 
« Have you conned over all the fine ſpeeches 
you intend to make our. brave knight? be- 
cauſe I have brought him to profit by theſe 
ettuiions of gratitude you have been enter- 
taining me with fince our return up ſtairs.” | 


«© Mad- 
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ec Mad- brained girl!” cried her Ladyſhip, © * 


cc you forget how troubleſome we have al- 
ready been to Mr. Davenport. —1 poſitively 


ö was not aware of her intentions, Sir, or l 
ſhould not have ſuffered 5 o have vroughe | 

z you from your company.?“ | 7 

y « Nor had I known nikon I had che Nada 2 

5 


of having under my care laſt night, when 
left Chamberry, ſhould I have ſuffered Lady 
Auguſta Cameron to have proceeded. from 


£ Annecy merely under the protection of a 
r V0iturin, anxious as I was about the friends 
n I mentioned, and whom ſhe ſaw below. I 


therefore hope ſhe will place. my unpaliteneſs 
e wholly to my ignorance of the pleaſure 1 ſo 


1 little expected awaited me.“ 1 

' 6 Bravo/!” cried Clara; . 0 you. fad I can 

e admire gallantry even when diſplayed at my 

t, own expence. Now. I might have run any 
es riſk ; our Knight thought nothing; of "EY 
2 = me to the care of a voiturin-. 7 

ſe _ « Your excellent ſpirits: Rs i 

r- to baniſh fear, my amiable friend, re- ned 


Clement z ct and I conſidered” you 's per- 
| BS | he. 
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fectly out of danger; elſe don't fancy I ſhould 


have left you wholly unprotected.“ 
«© Now, pray don't 1 feening there, 


almolt 1 in the door way.” 


She had been arranging three chairs | 
near the fire, and deſired Clement to take 


poſſeſſion of the middle one. 


ce Have I your Ladyſhip's permiſſion to 


avail myſelf of my kind friend's offer: DOS 
«© What, I ſuppoſe it is ered as 


a crime in England for a. gentleman to 
ſit down in a lady's bed-room. You 

were really very deficient, then, in point 
of etiquette, laſt night: you ought to 
have aſked permiſſion before you jumped 


through the wainſcot ; for that was alſo her 


Lady ſhip's bed- room. Now, how familiar 
fear made us all! We ſuffered you to drag 
us up and down the ladder through that dry 

5 ditch, without one prudiſh objection.” 


„c Why indeed I think Mr. Davenport 


muſt have formed a very ſtrange opinion of 
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us both, ” faid Lady Auguſta © bi let me 
requeſt you would oblige our friend, Sir.” 
« If we had taken as long to conſider e 
tilio laſt night as we have this morning,” re- 
joined Clara, we ſhould ſtill have fg at 


Chamberry,, poſſibly ſolacing ourſelves 


one of the Convent dungeons ; bat ſhall 17 


perceiving her Ladyſhip removed her chair 
rather farther from Clement's than ſhe had 


placed it, “ make an opening through this 
partition, and place Mr. Davenport on the 
other ſide? Now do conſider him as an old 


acquaintance, and tell him at once how you 
came to require his aſſiſtance to climb thoſe 


diminutive walls, and what you mean to do, 
now you have regained your liberty: he 
heard my hiſtory laſt night. 2 


Let me requeſt your Ladyſhip will only 
tell me what your preſent plans are,” 
rupted Clement; © and if you think my inter- 


ference likely to forward them. Our flight 


from the Monaſtery was much more an act of 


neceſſity than choice in any of us, otherwiſe 1 


might, with greater jultice, be cenſured 
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for my puſillanimity, than you, ladies, for 
imprudence. Both the Abbeſs and Con- 
feffor ſeem capable of any thing they fancy 
conducive to their intereſt, [ was, as you 


poſſibly overheard, inveigled into the Con- 


vent,” to meet a lady who no doubt bribed - 
them very high to render them ſubſervient 
to her wiſhes. Thanks to the kind inter- 
ference of my lively friend,” turning to 
| Clara, ce their ſcheme proved abortive; and 
J am truly happy to refle t, that in conſulting 
my own ſafety, I had it in my power to be 


of ſome little aſſiſtance to you, ladies.” 
Jou will half reconcile me to the raſh 


ſtep I have taken, Mr. Davenport,“ rephed 


her Ladyſhip.—< You have poſſibly heard 
that my father is now our Ambaſſador at the 


| Court of Madrid; in conſequence of which 


appointment, I accompanied my aunt into 
Savoy. Unfortunately ſhe wiſhes to become 


> nearer related to me, having a fon much 
about my own age, but whom I can only con- 
fider as my couſin.—In hopes, I imagine, of 


rendering me leſs averſe to her propoſal, the 
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| placed me under the care of the Abbeſs of the 1 
Monaſtery we have juſt quitted, not with my 
own conſent, or I ſhould have held it inex- 
cuſable to have left ſuch an aſylum ſo clan- 
deſtinely, I was brought there under pre- 
tence of paying à viſit, but ſoon found 


myſelf a priſoner ; and was ſo repeatedly aſ- 


ſured I ſhould never regain my liberty, ex- 
cept I conſented to become Baroneſs ' de 


Corzola, that I meant, as Clara has told you, 


to have braved every | hardihip, rather than 
have remained expoſed to ſuch unceaſing per- 
ſecution, certain J have many friends in 


England, who will receive and protect me 


during my father's abſence.” | 

And who will, I am ſure, like myſelf" «25 
ſaid Clement, very warmly, „ be more 
ready to applaud than condemn the ſtep you 


have taken; but ſince I laſt. had the advan= 
tage of ſeeing your Ladyſhip, a ſtrange al- 
teration has alſo taken place in-my proſpects, 


briefly, and with infinite modeſty, informing | 


her of his preſent rank. 
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Joy ſparkled in her Ladyſhip's eyes, and 


dimpled round her beautiful mouth, while 
the ſincerely congratulated him upon his 
conſanguinity to the Marquis and Marchioneſs 


of Ormond.” 


And pray accept mine, our kind deh- 
verer,” ſaid Clara. The coronet upon the 
watch, and the reference to the ſervants, are 
now fully explained. We, God knows, had 


ſet your youngeſt friend down for the great 


man: for] had enquired whether the ſervants 
you mentioned were here not becauſe I 
doubted your word, my good friend—my 
Lord, I mean—but purely to gratify my cu- 
riofity, which was ſtrangely raiſed by her 
Ladythip's firſt declaring you had been her 


_ earlief: friend, and then that ſhe knew nothing 
about you, if the watch belonged to you, I 


aſked if ſhe thought you had ſtolen it from 
Father Benedict; ſhe grew angry. But for- 
tunately every thing is now elucidated per- 
fectly to my ſatisfaction.“ 

Clement ſmiled at her vivacity; and then 


turning again to Lady Auguſta, © Now won't 


your 
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your Ladyſhip think my preſent imma as 
ſelfiſh as my offers of protection laſt night, 
conſidering I was to be ſo much benefited by | 
becoming your champion, if I venture to 
adviſe your putting yourſelf under the pro- 
| teftion of the Marchioneſs of Ormond for 
the preſent— that is, till you have taken time 
to make your future arrangements. She, as 
well as my father, is now at Avignon, where 
I am ſure they will both be exceedingly 
happy to ſee Lady Auguſta Cameron, Mr. 
Meredith, and myſelf. J and my couſin, 
the youngeſt gentleman you ſaw below, 
ſhall be highly honoured by your ſuffer- 
ing us to conſider ourſelves as your pro- 
tectors during your JourneF:; : we mean 
to depart in the courſe of a few days. But 
indeed I think, if you wiſh to go immediately 
to England, you had better ſet off from 
Avignon than here; and the elderly gentle- 
man you alſo ſaw will be no leis happy to at- 
tend you, even to London: but my mother 
is ſo much more competent to adviſe your 
Ladyſhip than myſelf, I conclude as I be- 
T3 OE _ 
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gan, with wiſhing you would do her the fa- 
vour to conſult her before Pay e ſertle 
your future plans.“ | | 
Vour. Lordſhip muſt allow me a ſhort 
time for reflection. I have a very high 
reſpect for Lady Ormond, with whom I am 
perſonally acquainted ; and I own I am very 
much tempted to accede to your propoſal, 
becauſe J think ſhe could mediate, with ſuc- 
ceſs, between me and my father.“ 
ie hape your reflections will prove 
favourable to my wiſhes,” ſaid Clement.— 
Father Benedict has no notion of my hav- 
ing been the partner of your flight.“ 
Why, have you ſeen him fince we 
parted ?” interrupted Clara; © you certainly 
never returned the whole way to Chamberry !” 


He recapitulated great part of what had 
| paſſed, from the moment he left them till his 
parting with the Friar, to their infinite amuſe- 
ment. Clara in particular enjoyed the notion 
of the Monk's forced fait and pinioned arms, 
and was commenting, in the moſt ludicrous 
manner, 
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manner, upon the adventure, when Meredith 
knocked at the door, not chuſing to ſend _ } 
either a ſcrvant or waiter, to inform Clement 
their dinner was ready. . He: introduced 
him to the ladies, and then took his leave, 
after hoping they would allow him and his 
friends to drink their tea with them, which 
was very readily granted; and Lady Au- 
ouſta promiſed, during the interval, to con- 
ſider of his polite propoſal, which he men- 
tioned to Meredith and Monvel, who thought 
it would be the moſt prudent ſtep the ladies 
could take. They ſaw them croſs the court 
ſoon after they were ſeated at table, and pre- 
ſumed they were gone to make ſome neceſ- 
fary purchaſes for their journey, either to 
Avignon or England. 


w6- | CHAP. 
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CHAP. HI. 


F ROM the time of Clement's arrival, he 
had felt rather unwell, which, conſidering his 
recent fatigue, the agitation he had under- 


gone, and his late confinement, was no more 1 
than might have been expected; and Mere- | 
dith.cafily perceived that he vainly attempted c 
to ſhake off what he would fain have attributed 7 
to lazineſs. He therefore ſtrenuouſly ad- P 
viſed his retiring the moment they had dined, T 
and ſending for the firſt phyſician the town. \ 
d 


afforded. Clement declared himſelf fick of the 

very ſight of a large wig, and was certain fe 

a baſon of tea would do him more good, par- 

ticularly of his fair countrywoman's making, 

than any villanous compound made up at an 

apothecary's. Beſides, he ſhould appear "8 
| very 
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very unpolite, after having invited. himſelf to 


drink his tea with them, to break his ap- 
pointment, anxious as he alſo was to learn 
her Ladyſhip's deciſion. It had been agreed 
not to mention either her's or Clara's name 
before the ſervants, for fear of leading to any 
diſcovery which might ſerve to trace the route 
they had taken ; though Monvel was ſure the 
Abbeſs and Confeſſor would conceal their flight 


as long as poſſible, that they might not loſe the 


money, paid for their board, till the laſt mo- 


ment. If Tady Auguſta decided to accom- 
pany the friends to Avignon, Clement had 
determined to. remain at Geneva, while Me- 
redith went to Grand-Pre, to convey his 
preſents to Miſs Maynard, and to take leave, 
in both their names, of her father and herſelf. 
Monvel readily promiſed to ſtay with him 


during his couſin's abſence, which would ef- 


fectually prevent any ſcandalous conſtruc- 
tions being put upon his remaining behind 
with the ladies; and he therefore took the pre- 
ſent opportunity to viſit ſome of his Gene- 


vian friends, alledging his company would be 


leſs. 
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leſs required that evening than at any other 
time, as the moſt ſcrupulous obſerver would 


find it difficult to diſcover any impropriety 
in the couſins', particularly as one of them 


was known by his ſervants to be a married 
man, and a father, drinking their tea with 
their fair countrywoman, and the more lively 
Clara, who returned juſt at duſk. 


Watſon, who had wiſhed his tongue had 
been ſlit, ſince he had di: covered they were 
acquaintances of his Lord's, was ſtanding in 
the gate way when they entered, and amply 
made up for his former want of reſpect, by 
the profundity of his bow as they paſſed 
him. Clement, who had ſeen them coming, 
ſtepped out to entreat they would drink their 
tea below, which he thought Lady Auguſta 
would prefer to taking it in their bed- room. 


She promiſed to attend the gentlemen in a 


few minutes; and, followed by Clara, who ſaid 
ſhe had been putting half the trades- people in 
Geneva in a buſtle, walked up ſtairs. 

1 Clement 
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Clement was in too delicate a ſituation, 
and too ill at eaſe in his mind, for Meredith 


to allow himſelf to make any comments upon 
Lady Auguſta; he therefore merely aſked if : 


he thought her Ladyſhip had overheard all 


that had paſſed between him and Father Be- 


nedict. 


6] rather think ſhe did,” was the reply. 
* But there are queſtions neither ſhe nor I 


can aſk the other. I am poſitively forry I 
ever ſaw her letter to Miſs Belville ; it renders. 
me ſo conſciouſly awkward in her preſence, 
ſo ſillily afraid of ſaying too much or too 


little. If I was certain ſhe was acquainted with 
my ſituation, I ſhould be more at my eaſe 
not, believe me, that I feel any other ſentiments 
than thoſe of admiration and eſteem for Lady 


Auguſta; though I will honeſtly confeſs, 


were I at liberty to make the propoſal, gra- 
titude might induce me to offer her my hand. 
As it is, I hardly know whether I ought to 
with ſhe: may accompany us to Avignon, 

though 
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though at the moment it appeared to me the 


moſt proper ſtep ſhe could take.” 
And ſtill appears to be fo to me,” faid 


| Meredith ; * ſhe cannot have a preſentiment 
that you are acquainted with her ſentiments in 


your favour; and a very ſhort time will, I 


hope, free you from the perſon who ſo very 
_ unintentionally brought about this ſtrange 


rencontre, and 5 you muſt now feel a 
degree of abhorrence. Love prevented you 


from ſtudying her diſpoſition; eſteem will 


rather aſſiſt you in ſtudying Lady Auguſta's, 
who appears to me, if you ſhould feel inchned 
to marry again, a very unexceptionable 
match.” | 


« You ſeem to conſider my becoming her 


huſband as wholly at my own option, ſup- 
poſing there were no obſtacles on my fide ; 
without conſidering that her Ladyſhip's ſenti- 


ments may have undergone a very great 
change ſince ſhe wrote to Miſs Belville, and 
that Lord Greville has, it ſhould ſeem, very 
different views for hereſtabliſhment ;—bur we 
won't argue upon what may never happen.“ 
The 
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The entrance of the ladies effectually pre- 


vented them from purſuing the ſubject. 


« We have been putting theſe poor Gene- | 
vians into ſuch a buſtle, our kind banker,” 
ſaid Clara, © in our haſte to have every thing 
in form and order to accompany you, which, 
admitting our carriage is always a mile in ad- 
vance upon your's, we have agreed to do. — 
You underſtand Engliſh etiquette I do not; 
ſo the arrangement of our journey is to 
be left wholly to you. Her Ladyſhip often 
wiſhed herſelf back again in that delightful -. 
Convent, before ſhe could determins on this 
ſtep ; but has at laſt conſented to place her- 
ſelf under the protection of Lady Ormond. 
Is not that what you mean, Lady Auguſta ?* 
Then let me beg your Ladyſhip will fix 
the time of our departure,” replied Clement; 
ce I will diſpatch an expreſs to my mother, to 
let her know when ſhe may expect us, with- 
out entering into any of thoſe details which 
can be ſo much better told than wrote; and I 
am ſure ſhe will be doubly rejoicedat my fortu- 
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nate eſcape, when ſhe learns it will procire 
her the pleaſure of your company. . Suffer her 


to explain every thing to Lord Greville, and 


do me the honour to conſider me, till I have 


reſigned you into her care, as the repreſenta- 
tive of your brother.“ 1 

Tou are very obliging, my Lord ; I. 
muſt entreat your former arrangements re- 
ſpe ting your journey may regulate our's.—1 


ſhould wiſh Lady Ormond to know 1 


mean to encroach upon her goodneſs, 1 though 


J am ſenſible this is giving your Lordſhip ad- 
ditional trouble. As I ſaid laſt night, we had 
better have remained in the Monaſtery ; for 


I foreſaw we ſhould prove very troubleſome 
companions.”  _ 8 


« Phat depends wholly upon ourſelves,” 
: obſerved Clara. —< Laſt night fear baniſhed 


punctilio, and J appeal to your Lordſhip 
whether we did not prove ourſelves heroines— 
dirty ones, I am afraid; but that is of little 
conſequence, ſince we ſucceeded. But now 


we are making imaginary difficulties for the 


want of real ones; only let us catch a glance 


of 
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of the Counteſs de Vermont, or Father Be- 7 
nedict, and rp 2 be again forgot i 10 
our haſte to run away ** _ 

I hope we ſhall have no ſuch incentive to 
haſten our journey,” ſaid Clement, © which; 
if your Ladyſhip has no objection, we will 
begin on Saturday morning. Mr. Meredith 
is neceſſitated to return into the neighbour- 
hood of Lauſanne, therefore muſt be abſent 
for a couple of days. The Swiſs gentleman 
you ſaw this morning, and myſelf, will be 


your protectors during that interval; yet, 


if you think this ſhort delay may be attended 
with any diſagreeable circumſtances, conſider 
me, | entreat, as wholly at your orders, and 
ready to ſet out to-morrow morning, if you 


prefer it to remaining at Geneva.“ 


Lady Auguſta ſaw no neceſſity for making 


any alceration in his Lordſhip's arrangements. 
The Counteſs de Vermont was at Turin, there- 


fore could not immediately learn that ſne had 

left the Convent of St. Mary; and ſne hoped 

to be ſettled in another at Avignon before 
that 
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that lady could trace the route ſhe had _— 
except Lady Ormond adviſed her 
mediate return to England, as that N was 
a much better judge than herſelf of the ſteps 
ſhe ought now to take. | 


& 
\ 


| Meredith was exceedingly happy that it 
was not neceſſary to haſten their departure, 
as he did not think Lord Elleſmere able to 
encounter any immediate fatigue : the colour 
forſook Lady Auguſta's cheeks and lips, 
while ſhe feared ſhe had been the occaſion of 
his undergoing a great deal of additional fa- 
tigue the night before. | 


« Why as it is probable, had it not been 
for your Ladyſhip's aſſiſtance, I ſhould, ere 
this, have been numbered with my forefa- 
thers, or, as the lively Clara obſerved, folacing 
myſelf in one of the Convent dungeons, 1 
may very juſtly place what might be termed 
agreeable fatigue, conſidering the certain 
danger I eſcaped from, to your account.— 
Indeed, [ ſhall always feel my ſelf very much 

obliged 
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obliged to your benevolence, which per- 
| mitted you to increaſe your own danger, by 

allowing me to accompany you in your | 
flight. - I was not very well in health when I 
entered the Convent, having but juſt emerged 
from a ſick room, where I had been confined 
in conſequence of a previous plan to diſpoſe 
of me, doubtleſs concerted by the ſame peo- 
ple who employed Father Benedict to execute 
what they had not been able to effect; ſtill 
believe me I ſhould be very able to travel, 
even to-morrow, were it at all neceſſary for 


your ſafety.” 


Lady Auguſta was obliged to have re- 
courſe to her. ſalts when Clement hinted at 
| his recent eſcape; and now warmly exclaimed, 
« I hope your Lordſhip don't mean to ſtir 
out unattended during your ſtay here? Do 
Lord and Lady Ormond know of your late 
illneſs? I tremble even now, to think of what 
might have been the extent of their ſuffer- 
ings.“ 


=o Then 
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« Then I hope your Ladyſhip 1s ſenſible of ( 
the obligation you have laid them under; but ſ 
they are as yet whollv unacquainted with my H 
late confinement, as they merely ſuppoſe 1 t 


ſtaid in Switzerland to ſettle ſome very difa- r 

grecable buſineſs reſpecting the Pore 1 

hoped to have met in the Monaſtery.“ . 

* © Bur ſurely your Lordſhip neither means 9 

the principal nor the agents in this laſt ini- ir 

quitous plot to a unpuniſhed | “ aſked 2 

Clara. ä ee de 
“Indeed I do not, my amiable d D 

though I think it neceſſary to conſult my h 

g father before J proceed againſt them.“ k 
1 1 L ny 3:85 c 


Lady Auguſta now roſe to take her leave, MW a 

in hopes, as ſhe obſeryed, Lord Elleſmere MW 
would immediately retire. - He ſmiling} 
promiſed to follow her preſcription, repeat- 

ing he woulediipatch an e to W n 

the next morning. 7.2. 292 0 

Meredith fo ſtrongly enforced the wiſhes © 
her — had ventured to expreſs, that 
5 Clemen 
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Clement readily conſented to endeavour to 
ſleep off the liſtleneſs that hung about him, 
his couſin having previouſly determined not 
to leave him, except he found him tolerably 
recovered from his late exertions in the morn- 
ing. From the moment Lady Auguſta had 


informed Clara the had formerly known the 
gentleman who had fo unwarily put himſelf 
into Father Benedict's power, that lively 
girl gueſſed, from her agitation and anxiety * 
to deliver him, he was the perſon for whoſe 


| fake ſhe had rejected her COUNT mn 


hinted to her, that ſhe ought to make herſelf 
known to him, as love, it was affirmed, 
could make people perform impoſſibiliries, 
and little leſs would be e in cheir F 
ſent undertaking. ; 


This was a meaſure Lady Auguſta by no 
means choſe to purſue, and declared, anxi- 
OUS as ſhe wes to contribute to her” former 


friend's enlargement, ſhe Fare wiſhed 
to remain unknown. | 


Clara, | 
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Clara, who thought this fill. more un- 


likely than their eſcaping out of the Convent, 


ſhould they make Mr. Davenport the com- 
panion of their flight, did not chuſe to argue 


the point with her. ( 


* 


During their walk: to 1 her Lady: 
ſhip, not abſolutely recollecting his voice, 
ſometimes hoped (though ſhe till deter- 


mined, if poſſible, not to make herſelf known 


to him) that it was, and at others feared that 


it was not, her former friend; yet the name 


of Clement Davenport, which the Monk had 
pronounced with great emphaſis, ſtill vibrated 
in her ear; but when he referred them to a 
Nobleman's ſervants, and ſhe had examined 
the watch, ſhe was convinced ſhe had been 


miſtaken, and reſolved to leave Geneva be- 
fore he returned from Chamberry, after mak- 


ing a parcel of the watch, which ſhe meant 
to leave with the ſervant he had diſtin- 


guiſhed by the name of Watſon. 


Clara 
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Clara could not pretend to affirm it was her 
former friend; ſtill ſhe thought him a moſt 
agreeable man, and dwelt very forcibly upon 
the courage and preſence of mind he had diſ- 
played, acknowledging ſhe ſhould like to ſee 
what ſort of a figure he was: he was cer- 
tainly very tall, and ſhe was my to pro- 
Ou very handſome. | 


« That might be,” her Ladyſhip replied ; 

« but ſhe felt no inchnation to renew an ac - 
quaintance, which had begun ſo awkwardly, 
with a total ſtranger. Clara, however, in 
hopes that they ſhould not meet with a con- 
veyance to proceed on their journey before 
the following morning, had determined to 
throw herſelf in the way of their deliverer, if 
he returned to Geneva, as he had promiied. 


A pair of very elegant bracelets, commit- 
ted to his care, readily induced the landlord 
to advance the twelve livres Clement had pro- 
miſed the voiturin, and alſo procured them an 
apartment, with every other accommodation 

| VOL, IV, E =. 
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or refreſhment they required. While pre- 


paring to get into bed, Lady Auguſta en- 
quired of the chambermaid what company 
there was in the houſe. This led to nothing; 


Clara therefore aſked whether an Engliſh ' 
Nobleman had not been there lately, men- t 
tioning a fi titious name. The girl did c 
not recolle& any ſuch Lord, but there were \ 
three ſervants belonging to a Mi Lord An- r 
g/0is now in the houſe, who was one of the- 
handſomeſt men ſhe had ever beheld : he ha I 
been in danger of being murdered ſome little 
time before near Lauſanne, repeating the ſtory | 
ſhe had learned from the ſervants concerning 
Clement's accident. 


« And pray where 1s he now?” aſked 
Lady Auguſta. 

ce can't pretend to ſay, Mz'am ; * gone 
ſomewhere with another mighty ſmart young 
_ gentleman, his couſin ; but to no great diſ- 
tance we are partly ſure, becauſe their car- 
riages and ſervants are all here.” 


After 
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After ſhe had retired, Clara proteſted ſhe 


curing money enough for her journey, ſhe 
would not expoſe herſelf to a diſcovery, by 
making herſelf known to a perſon who might 
be acquainted with her family. They were 
leaving the inn for that purpoſe, when they 


ſo unexpectedly met their deliverer; and 
Lady Auguſta acknowledged to her friend 


that ſhe was very happy he was the perſon to 
whom ſhe owed ſo eſſential an obligation. 


When they retired for the night, ſhe re- 
flected upon all ſhe had overheard between 


Clement and the Monk; he was certainly 


connected with ſome, in his opinion, unprin- 


cipled female, whom he ſeem:d to con::der | 
as his wife. | | ; 


2 _ 7 


mult ſee this prodigious handſome man. Lady 
Auguſta, certain it was not Davenport, was 
very undecided; and when ſhe roſe, deter- 
mined to go and diſpoſe of ſome of her 
trinkets, declaring, if ſhe ſucceeded in pro- 
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Clara could not believe any woman would 


with to deny her marriage with ſo amiable a 


man, and thought there was ſomething very 


myſterious in the whole affair. The 
Friar, by his treatment of him, was evi- 
dently unacquainted with his rank. How- 


ever, it was to no purpoſe puzzling their 


brains with vain conjectures; they ſhould 
probably learn his real ſituation from Lady 
Ormond. Meanwhile, ſhe was very happy 
they ſhould travel under his protection, and 
concluded with a very animated eulogium 
upon his figure, declaring he would be the 


ſubject of her dreams for ſume time to come. 


At break of day next morning, Meredith 


ſtole ſoftly into Cicment's room, who was 
but juſt awake, and aſſured him he had paſſ- 
ed a very good night. Meredith choſe to 
feel his pulſe ; and, being convinced he was 
perfectly fiee from fever, took his leave of 
him, promiſing to return the following even- 
ing before the cloſing of the gates. Hie had 
R ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely ſhut the Earl's door before he was 
accoſted by Clara, whoſe head was juſt with- 
out another door rather lower in the paſſage. 


How is his Lordſhip, Mr. Meredith ? 
My friend and I are fo afraid we ſhall have 
his death to anſwer for, that we have not 
cloſed our eyes all night, every noiſe we 
have heard having been conſtrued into his 
dying groans. I thought I] —_— your foot- 
ſteps, ſo pray relieve our anxiety,” _ 

« His Lordſhip is much better, Ma am, 
and aſſures me he has ſlepr very well; 
therefore J hope to find him quite recovered 
when I return. Preſent my beſt reſpects to 
your fair friend, and receive my adieu till we 
meet again.“ 

« Thank you for your good intelligence, 
and accept our beſt wiſhes in return, that 
you may have a pleaſant journey, unattended 
by any unpropitious accidents,” cloſing the 
door, 


E 3 Meredith 
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Meredith eaſily gueſſed who was moſt 


anxious reſpecting his couſin, and wiſhed, for 
both their ſakes, he was at liberty to lay his 


title and fortune at her Ladyſhip's feet — 


Chuſing to travel unattended, he had given 
orders for a ſaddle-horſe, and proceeded, 
without ſtopping, to Rolles, wiſhing to hear 
what was faid of Dubois's accident in his own 
neig ; bourhood. The fame ſtory he had 
circula ed at Geneva was retailed to him by 


the landlord of the Tete Noir, with the ad- 
dition that Mr. Dubois's life was deſpaired 


of. He had been abſent ſome days from 
home, and his wife, the greateſt part of the 
preceding week. 


This intelligence rather increaſed ſuſpi- 
cions that almoſt amounted to certainty in 
Meredith's mind; and made him fincerely 
wiſh this artful vile couple were undergoing 


the puniſhment due to their enormous crimes. 


Mr. Maynard felt very little pleaſure at 


| Meredith's arrival, whom he, notwithſtand- 


ing, 
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ing, received with great politeneſs ; was ſorry 


ill health had prevented the Earl from accom- | 


panying him, and earneſtly entreated he would 
continue to keep his ſecret. * Fortunately, as 
Meredith thought, Lady Lucy. was from 
home ; he therefore left the parcel he had 
brought for her wich her father, and returned 
to Lauſanne that evening, half angry with 
himſelf for not feeling more inclined to endure - 
the cenſure of the world in favour of a woman 
he conſidered as very ſuperior to her ſex in 
moſt points. | 


Having nothing farther to detain him in 
Switzerland, he haſtened back to Geneva, 
where he arrived much fooner than he was 
expected. Neither Clement nor Mr. Mon- 
vel were at home. The ladies therefore re- 
ceived him, and Clara aſſured him they could 
give him a good account of his couſin, with 
whom they had breakfaſted, dined, and ſup- 
ped ſince his departure.—“ We are there- 
fore grown quite as ſociable,” ſhe proceeded, 
«as we were during our nocturnal ramble ; 

: „ and 
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and I have taken upon myſelf to preſeribe fs 


him now as I did then, when I cheered his 


ſpirits with my excellent cordial ; for having 
learned to make reſtoratives under the good 
old Nuns, I have diſplayed my culinary kill 
wich infinite ſucceſs. But here he comes; 


now only aſk him if I am not an excellent 


cook.“ 


Clement joined them almoſt immediately, 
and ſcemed ſo much recovered, that Mere- 


dich gave Clara infinite credit for her {kill as 
a nurſe. The ladies ſoon retired, thinking 


the friends might have ſome private buſineſs 
to talk over. : 


Meredith repeated what he had heard at 


Rolles concerning Dubois; and Clement 


agreed there was every reaſon to ſuppoſe he 
had been one of the Baroneſs's agents in the 
laſt plot, admitting him to be innocent of the 
firſt baſe attempt. He then enquired 
after the Maynards, and rallied Meredith 


upon 


Ut 
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upon his want of gallantry in leaving the 


Caſtle without having ſeen their fair hoſteſs, | 


He next reverted to his female compa- 
nions, declaring Clara improved very much 
upon a greater intimacy, and was an excel- 
lent foil to her leſs lively but more intereſt- 
ing friend; adding, «I am ſorry that I did 
not at once acknowledge my fituation ;—ſhe 
muſt conſider me, from what ſhe overheard, 
under ſome engagements, and ſhe would pro- 
bably feel herſelf more at her eaſe in company 
with a married man ; but now I can't, with- - 
out affectation, lead to the ſubject, ſo muſt 
therefore leave the matter to ſpeak for itſelf. 
When ſhe ſees Maria, ſhe will ſuppoſe ſhe 
has, or had a mother; and Lady Ormond 
may enter into muy details that T muſt, in 


4 


delicacy, omit. 


| 


Meredith was of the ſame opinion, becauſe 


the Marchioneſs would inform her he was 


upon the eve of ſuing for a divorce, at the 
time ſhe mentioned his marriage; and he 
1 thought 
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Abe the one part of her intelligence 


would counterbalance the chagrin ſhe might 
receive from the other. 

« So then you fancy my reſerve aroſe 
ſolely from vanity ?” rejoined Clement.— 
ce However, if ſuch is your opinion, you don't 
do me juſtice. Lady Auguſta Cameron de- 
ſerves a better huſband than I ſhould now 
make any woman. She once, I believe, con- 
ſidered me in a very partial light. I have 


not altered for the better, in any reſpect, ſince 


that period; I am certainly not. handſomer, 
nor do I think my temper is improved ; nor 
can I boaſt of the ſame flow of ſpirits. She 
will probably make all theſe remarks, and 
will alſo ſoon, if ſhe does not already, know 
1 preferred another woman to herſelf, at the 
very time ſhe did me the honour to diſtinguiſh 
me above all men : I therefore think I may 
ſafely prognoſticate ſhe will, in a ſhort time, 
conſider me with indifference.“ 


3 | * 
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« If the idea will at all contribute to your 
happineſs,” replied Meredith, © I wiſh ſne 
may. But to revert to our journey: I muſt. 
inſiſt upon our men being armed with blun- 
derbuſſes. Make no objections, I deſire ; 
| becauſe, if you entertain no fears for yourſelf, 
remember we may have to defend the ladies.” 

« You ſhall do juſt as you/pleaſe,” faid 
Clement; © I am ſenſible my enemies have 
been playing a very deep game, and that 
they may make another attempt to prevent 
me from puniſhing them all according to 
their deſerts. To be wholly unprepared for 
their wicked machinations, would argue 
more raſhnels than real courage, The Ba- 
roneſs has ample means to perpetrate any vil- 
lanous ſchemes ; and though her Prime Mi- 
nifer, Dubois, is diſabled for the preſent, 
ſhe may ſupply his place: there are other 
men of equally deſperate fortunes, who may 
be as ready to undertake her vengeance. 
And it 1s alſo poſſible we may be attacked 
upon the ladies account; and I almoſt wiſh, 
( ough I am afraid it would have appeared 

1 unpolite), 
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unpolite), we had ſent them forward under 
Monvel's eſcort: not becauſe I entertain any 
very ſerious fears of their being purſued ; 
ſtill, ſhould we be overtaken, I don't foreſee 
how we could withhold either of our com- 
pantons, if demanded by their relations; and 
I ſhoule be inexpreſſibly hurt to deliver either 


of them up till they had previouſly made their 


peace with their families :—yet to detain them 
by force would be impracticable ; once at 
Avignon, I ſhall think them ſafe ; ſo let us 
give immediate orders for our journey. I 
have diſpatched an expreſs to my father, 
ſimply to announce our arrival, and to inform 
him a very ſtrange incident has rendered me 
the protector of two ladies, who wiſh to con- 
ſult with my mother before they proceed to 


England, mentioning who they both are, and 


hinting I have enſured them a very favourable 


reception. Clara di St. Amori is, I find, the 


daughter of a very ancient family; but, as 
ſne told me, ſo poor, they had excuſes for de- 
dicating their children to the church, which 
every father and mother, the ſame way inclined, 
1 To Canng, 
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cannot, with the ſame propriety, alledge.—1 


ought alſo to have informed you J have per- 
ſuaded Monvel to go on with us. My fa- 
ther will be as anxious as myſelf to proceed 
againſt the Baroneſs and her accomplices ; 
and he muſt be our agent in the buſineſs.” 


«« This was a very good notion, Meredith 
obſerved ; and orders for arming the ſervants, 
as propoſed, were immediately given. 


Early the next morning they commenced 


their journey, the ladies in the Earl's car- 


riage, the three gentlemen in Meredith's 
(Monvel's cabriolet was ſent home), pre- 
pared, as well as the ſervants, to act upon the 
defenſive, if required. Meredith had pre- 
viouſly determined they ſhould never travel 
after dark; they therefore did not reach 
Lyons till the Sunday, where, thinking them- 
ſelves out of danger, upon the ladies' account 


they went to the play in the evening, in 


conſequence of an ardent wiſh expreſſed by 
Clara to ſee a French Theatre. She was the 
- Moſt 
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moſl entertained of the party ; but declared, 

upon their return to their hotel, that her 
friend, who was now, at her own requeſt, 
ſtyled Miſs Cameron, ſung one of the ſongs 
much better than the performer who was ſo 
ſtrenuouſly encored, and intreated her to con- 
vince the gentlemen of the truth of what ſhe 
had aſſerted, 


Clement and Meredith warmly ſeconded | 
the requeſt ; but her Ladyſhip politely ex- 
cuſed herſelf, ſaying they had had ſinging 
enough for that evening. | | 


Clara only wiſhed ſhe could have brought 
away her friend's harp at her back, with which 
ſhe had often beguiled the 7 hours in 
her protec. | 


« You are a great muſician, my Lord, 

J underſtand,” ſaid ſhe; ©: fo you might 
alſo have breathed your ſorrows upon 
your flute, had you remainedin the Convent.” 


As 


4 
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As ſhe could only have learned that Clement 


poſſeſſed this talent from Lady Auguſta, it 


became evident to him and Meredith that he 
was but too frequently the ſubject of their 
converſation. | 
Meredith, by way of relieving her Lady- 
ſhip from the evident confuſion her friend's 
unguarded ſpeech had thrown her into, as 
ſhe was perfectly ſenſible of the conſtructions 
to which it was liable, contrived, without 
affectation, to change the converſation ; but 
reproached Clement, when they retired for 
the night, for never having treated the Welch 


| Druids with a ſpecimen of his ſkill. 


« My inſtrument had been particularly 
forbidden me by the Faculty,” he re- 
plied. © It was a talent I cultivated to oblige 
the late Mrs. Davenport; but, as I was con- 
vinced neither my father nor mother would 
have been more indulgent than my London 
phyſician, I never gave way to the predilec- 

| tion 


* * * 
P 0 4s 
yy * * — 
$4 . * „ V e . Nn re 4 rr 1 oy 
4 q "- 


LY 
— 


; | 

* L 
2 
3 2 
3 
= 3 . 
5 ? 

4 

: x 
- HF 3 
1 
. 7 

4 
4 4 
4] 7 
CES > 3 

: 

1 
* iy 
2 
ES 
2 '$ 
17 
17 
4 

4 3; 
= * 

45 
+4 2 
TE 

3 
4 
+ 

* 

„ 

- *# 

4 

F - 

b 
BR 

' . 

2 

* 
LY | 

1 : 
2 

5 
. 

2 
1. 
1 { 

* 

. 
. 2 2 
4 2 
LD «4 
+. #3 

> 

a * 

1 
E |; 
. 1 ig 


P _. 
6 „ 9% ts wa 
* * 


88 ELLESMERE, 
tion I continue to entertain for muſic, during 
my ſtay in Wales.” | 


The following evening Clara, who was the 


life of the whole party, again revived the ſub- 
ject; and her Ladyſhip declared ſhe was 


only anxious to diſplay her own ability. 


« Very true,” was the reply, beginning a 


buffoon air, for which the Italians are fo ce- 
lebrated, which ſhe ſung with infinite humour 


at,d great taſte, without diſplaying a degree 
of affectation, to which ſhe had ever been far 
ſuperior. Lady Auguſta could not refuſe fol- 
lowing her example, and more than anſwered 
all the expectations Clement and Meredith 


had formed. The former, who had always 


been paſſionately fond of muſic, liſtened with 


a ſenſation bordering on gapture, to her ex- 
quiſitely melodious voice, which was modu- 
lated with a degree of taſte and judgment he 


had never yet heard equalled, 


Having 
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Having received the thanks and well- 
merited compliments of her little audience, by 
way of accounting for Clara's ſpeech the pre- 
ceding night, ſhe aſked Clement if he conti- 


nucd as fond of the flute as he appeared to 


have been during Mrs. Davenport's lifetime; 
adding, © A very tolcrable performer upon that 
inſtrument, 'whom I accidentally heard du- 
ring my reſidence at Chamberry, reminded 
me of the praiſes that lady uſed to beſtow 
upon your Lordſhip, whom I have ſometimes 
accidentally. heard pouring forth your har- 


montous ſtrains in the ſhrubberies at Fair- 
held,” | 


Then do pray, my Lord, favour us pur- 
Poſely this time,“ ſaid the arch Clara, with 


a ſpecimen of your talents.” 


« After having contributed ſo greatly to 
my amuſement, ladies, I certainly have no 
right to refuſe to exert myſelf in my turn.— 
You will only, I hope, make ſome allowances 
for my not having raiſed my flute to my 
mouth for more than ſeven months, owing 

to 
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to a complaint upon my lungs, which I was a af 


ſured indulging in my favourite ſcience was 


; likely to increaſe. Lady Auguſta earneſtly re- 
queſted him not to ſuffer his wiſh to oblige 


them to injure his health, as any -exertions 


of the breath might have that effect; but 


either vanity, or a ſentiment he by no means 


choſe to acknowledge, and would perhaps 
have been puzzled to define, prompted him 
to call for his inſtrument, which was among 
his baggage; for, though of late untouched, it 


had always been his travelling companion. 


_ © *Tis horridly dry,” faid he, taking it from 
his valet ; but putting it to his mouth, he 
gave them ſuch a convincing proof of his ſu- 

perior taſte and execution in a ſhort prelude, 
that his auditors forgot their fears for his 


health while liſtening to his faſcinating ſtrains, | 


and ſuffered him literally to enchant their 
ears, till his breath no longer ſeconding his 


ſkill, he was forced to put a 564" to his per- 
formance. 
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8 ec] f this is what your Lordſhip calls being 
out of practice, cried the delighted Clara, 


« for Heaven's fake what did your perform- 


ance reſemble when you were in conſtant 
practice? I do think ſuch ſtrains would even 


have ſoftened the hearts of Father Benedict 
and the Lady Abbels.” - 


/ 


Mr. Monvel never before entertained an 
idea of the almoſt divine harmony a flute fo 


played upon was capable of producing ; and 


Meredith declared he could not have. given a 
greater proof of the ſort of enchantment in 
which his ſenſes had been plunged, than in 


permitting Clement to exhauſt himſelf, as he 
ſeemed to have done. Lady Auguſta faid 
leaſt; though every found had vibrated upon 


her heart, and increaſed her regard for this 


modern Orpheus, as Clara had ſtyled him. 


The following evening they flept at 
an inn on the road; and the next morn- 


ing, in compliance with Lady Avguſta's 
earneſt deſire, the young men went forward 
o 
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to wiki prepare Lord wc Lady Orb 


for her and her companion's arrival, læaving 
Monvel to protect them in caſe of accidents, 


Her Ladyſhip had a double motive for wiſh- 

ing Clement and Meredith to precede her 
into Avignon: ſhe ſhould by this means be 
no reſtraint upon the firſt meeting between 


the former gentleman and his parents, and alſo 
allow him time to account more fully for her 
being the companion of his journey. 


CHAP, IV. - 


4 HE Marquis and Marchioneſs of Or- 
mond had been a prey to the greateſt anxiety 
from the moment they learned that their ſon 
was in Switzerland, from the continual 
dread they entertained of his diſcovering he 
had a rival in the Baroneſs's affections. His 
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protracted ſtay increaſed their uneaſineſs, and 


every letter of Meredith's, unaccompanied by 
one from Clement led them (till the contents 
had convinced them of their folly) to form 
the moſt terrific conjectures conceraing the 


them expreſs, had aſtoniſhed nearly as much 


might detain them on the road. But what 
ſtrange incident, which he promiſed to relate 
at length when they met, could have put the 
young ladies he mentioned under his protec- 
tion? They did not heſitate a moment in de- 
termining on the reception they ought to 
give then. 


various evils which might have befallen this 
beloved ſon. His laſt epiſtle, which reached 


as it had delighted them, fince it announced 
his ſpeedy arrival; though he fixed no par- | 
ticular day, fearful any unforeſcen event 


- Independent of the Marchioneſs's : ind | 
r Lady Auguſta, whom ſhe had always con- 
ſidered as a very ſuperior character to the 
generality cf faſhionable young ladies of her 
age, any gueſts introduced by this darling 
ſon might be aſſured of their moſt cordial 
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9 
welcome. Every, hour ſeemed a day in their 
calculations from the moment they received 


Clement's letter, till Watſon, who had Ml © 
preceded the carriage from Bedaride, rode ” 
into the court of the ſpacious hotel they di 
had engaged for their habitation during he 
their reſidence at Avignon, to announce the de 

approach of his Lord; they thought it too de- 

licate to aſk any queſtions, except reſpecting 
their ſon's health, which the valet, according duc 
to the orders he had received, repreſented, her 
1n general terms, as very g good. cou 
f ther 
> , | 3 had 
Their impatience increaſed as the diſtance = 
— | ; 3 0 
ſeemed to leſſen between them and their Bo 
= - . ME | | 

1dolized Clement, who was hardly ſuffered to | 
| alight before he was received in the extended A 
arms of the venerable Marquis, and welcomed 8 
| coun: 

| by the tears of b his affectionate mother. ; 
| | | ceive 
© 2 tulate 
Meredith met with a ſcarcely leſs cordial ho 
reception; he was indeed dearer to them © 1 .. 
than ever, from the predilection he had dil- ſider 


moment 


a relnpl during their ſeparation, as he did 
not look ſo well as when they parted. ' He 


declared himſelf very hungry 
Various refreſhments were inſtantly pro- 


her father's ears with the ſound of papa, and 
could even run to meet him. Lady Ormond 


then enquired where the ladies were Clement 


had taught her to expect, and learned they 


q were upon the road, and might be ee 

* to dinner. 

x0) | 

6 As it became abſolutely neceſſary to ac- 

2 count for the addition their party had re- 
ceived, Clement cautiouſly and briefly recapi- 

5 tulated every thing that had befel him from 

1a 
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moment he had ſeen him. ; Their rapture hav- 
ing abated, they began to fear their ſon had had 


did not deny having been ill, but proteſted 
he was perfectly recovered ; and, as a proof, 


duced, and Maria was ſent for, who greeted 


the moment of his arrival in Switzerland; con- | 
cluding by obſerving that he muſt ever con- 
lider HE Auguſta Cameron, and Clara 
| #7 4 
U p 


- 
7 * 4 ? 


— 
4 


96 | ELLESMERE. : 


di St. Amori as having ſaved his life. Indeed 0 
it was peculiarly fortunate the Friar had ad- d 
dreſſed him by his former name, which Lady 
Auguſta chanced to recollect, having been 
intimate with him during his childhood, and 
had therefore felt doubly anxious to reſcue 
him from his impending fate. The bare 
idea that theſe young ladies had been acceſ- 
ſary to their ſon's eſcape from the Monaſtery 
of St. Mary ſufficed to render both the 
Marquis and Marchioneſs their, ſtaunch 
friends. They would undertake to bring 
Lord Greville to hear reaſon, and to Prof 
for the gay Clara. 


All that now remained to be done was to pu- 
niſh the wretched Baroneſsand her vile accom- 
plices as rigorouſly as their manifold crimes 
required. The Marquis would immediately 
conſult with the Vice Legate, or Governor of 


the Town, who, being a Cardinal, would be ” 
able to adviſg him how to proceed with the into 
Friar; and he would alſo apply to the Britiſh Mar 
- Ambaſſador at the Sardinian | Court. Of fiir 


obtaining 
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obtaining juſtice and ample revenge, there 
did not remain a doubt; but when they con- 


| ſidered the two almoſt miraculous eſcapes their 


idolized ſon had ſo. recently had, their hearts 
overflowed with gratitude to the Giver of all 
goodneſs, while they ſhuddered to reflect, 
but for the divine interpoſition in his favour, 
what their ſufferings might have been. The 


Marquis \ would write a letter of thanks to the 


kind Mr. Maynard, and the Marchioneſs | 
ſhould conſider Clara di St. Amori as her 
daughter, She would alſo reconcile Lord 
Greville to the fair Auguſta. Indeed her 
gratitude towards theſe amiable girls, Mere- 
dich, and Monvel, whom ſhe was ſamsfied 
would not have reſted till they had fathomed 
the iniquitous deſigns of the Baroneſs, could 
only be equalled by the joy ſhe felt upon 
behalding her ſon once more in ſafety, 
The moment the other carriage drove 
into the court, ſhe ran out, followed by the 
Marquis and the young men; to welcome the 
fair travellers, whom the embraced with a 
VOL, IV, F degree 
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degree of cordiality, ſo expreſſive of her joy 
to ſee them, that Lady Auguſta's fine eyes 
overflowed, and even Clara's gliſtened to 


find herſelf thus kindly received. Nor was 


Monvel forgot, who felt himſelf more than 
ever intereſted for the elegant ſon as he be- 


came more acquainted with theſe truly 


amiable parents, 


Jeannette had taken Maria from her fa- 


ther, as he croſſed the hall to receive the laſt 
comers, who all felt themſelves perfectly at | 


home in the courſe of a quarter of an hour; 


at the expiration of which time, they were 


ſummoned to dinner, during which the con- 
verſation was very g general, and partic: ularly 


— 


bl 


| Clara made many droll remarks en 
their journey; and even Lady Auguſta's 
natural diffidence did not prevent her from 
mixing in the converſation, as ſhe felt herſelf 
much more at her eaſe in Lady Ormond's 


preſence. The * retired ſoon after the 
5 deeſſen 
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deſſert was put upon the table, and had 
ſcarcely reached the ſaloon before Lady 
Maria was, according to the uſual cuſtom, 
brought to her grandmother. Jeannette 
ſat her down at the door, and retreated as 
ſoon as ſhe reached the Marchioneſs's knee, 
who, with a cheerful ſmile, begged leave to 
introduce her grand- daughter to the young 
ladies? notice; adding, © If ſhe was able, my 
amiable young friends, ſhe would return you 
her ſincere thanks for the intereſt you took in 
her father's fafety, as ſhe is doatingly fond of 
papa, whom the Marquis and myſelf think 
ſhe reſembles. May Heaven forbid her ever 
reſembling her wretched mother in any re- 
ſpect except her features, and may the law 
ſoon free my ſon from ſuch a diſgrace to her 
1 | . 116 


As Meredith had foreſeen, the concluſion 
of this ſpeech reconciled Lady Auguſta to 
the diſcovery ſhe had made from the begin- 
ning; and ſhe felt a ſecret pleaſure in careſ- 


ſing the beautiful offspring of her beloved 
1 Clement. 
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Clement. To queſtion the Marchioneſs, 


ſhe would have deemed highly indelicate,— 


Indeed, what ſhe had overheard in the Con- 


vent was now fully explained : : the Earl had 


avowed a deſire to be legally ſeparated from 


the lady he had expected to meet, who was 
of courſe his wife; and his deſign appeared 
to be ſanctioned by his parents. — She won- 


dered what could have induced this vile wo- 


man to diſown their marriage; and ſtill 


more, how ſhe, or any one, could wiſh to 
take the life of ſuch a man. | 


The as broke in upon her re- 


flections by entering into a ſhort detail ſhe 


thought rather neceſſary, to prevent her ſou's 


character from ſuffering in the eſtimation of 
the young friends. | 


Lady Auguſta's emotion, during her re- 
cital, perfectly accounted for the part ſhe had 
taken in endeavouring to facilitate Clement's 


eſcape from the power of Father Benedict, ; 


and rendered the beautiful girl dearer to her 
©.» than 
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than before. When ſhe had couckatiid her 
very brief narrative concerning Madame de 


- Grand-Pre, ſhe ſaid, «© You were acquainted” 


with my ſon in his youth, my young friend, 
I think he told me?“ 5 | 

« We were very near neighbours, my 
Lady. . My grandmother was particularly 
fond of the Earl when he was a boy. She 
frequently obſerved ſhe did not think he had 


his equal in point of temper ; no doubt, at 


that age, I often put it to the proof, As [ 


grew up, I ſeldom ſaw his Lordſhip; but per- 
fectly recollected his name upon hearing it 


ſo unexpectedly pronounced i in the NM ee, 
of St. N 

The Marchionef dwelt with truly mater- 
nal fondneſs upon his noble behaviour to- 


wards the Baroneſs, the ſhock her deſertion 


had given him, and the incidents which, had 


led to the. diſcovery of their relationſhip : — 


and Lady Auguſta felt ſo intereſted in her 
diſcourſe, that ſhe was almoſt ſorry - the 


entrance of the gentlemen terminated her 


FJ 1 
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ſtory ; yet thought Clement never looked to 


greater advantage than when nurſing his in- 
fant daughter, who haſtened to meet him, 


exultingly repeating papa, and motioning to 


kits him. 


Monvel had retired to the apartment al- 
lotted him, to draw up a ſhort caſe concern- 
ing the manner in which Clement had been 
decoyed into the Monaſtery the ſteps Me- 
redith and himſelf had taken in conſequence 
of his detention how, and with whom he 
had made his eſcape; which was to be ſub- 
mitted in confidence to the Cardinal Vice 
Legate, who, the ſteward affirmed, had un- 
limited power over the ſons and daughters of 
the Church (as they were ſtyled) of every na- 
tion, and might poſſibly be able to cite Ma- 
dame de Grand- Pre to his tribunal as being 
the inſtigator oo the OO and Abbels, 


To bring her forward in any way, was be- ; 
come ſo ſerious an object, that the Marquis 


had determined, if the Vice Legate did not 
ſeem 
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ſem likely to interfere with ſucceſs, to ap- 
ply, without loſs of time, to the Sardinian. 
Court, and the Sovereign Council of Berne, 
to order her immediate confinement, as 
he hardly conceived his ſon in fafety while 
the continued:atilargs;; [ol 8 
Meredith, having paid: his devoirs to his 
infant couſin, and. preſented her with ſeveral 
elegant toys he had, conjointly with her fa- 
ther, purchaſed for her amuſement, enquired 
whether there were _—_— Engliſh then at 


| Avignon. 


* Some few,” replied the Marquis; © but 
we have neither been much out, nor ſeem 
much company ſince our arrival here. The 
Earl and Counteſs: of Harold have taken 
their tea with us once. I met his Lordſhip. 
at the Caſtle; and, hearing my name, he in- 
troduced himſelf to me as the brother of 
Lady Diana Parry, and informed. me he had 
ſeen you, young gentlemen, at Paris. Her 
n Jam afraid, is only « come here to- 


354  - as 


= 


104 ELLESMERE. „ 


pay the debt of nature, though he ines the 
invigorating breezes of the South will reſtore 
her debilitated frame; but I. am afraid a ſhort 


time will convince him of the cy of his 


expectations.” | 

< I proteſt it had dipped my 3 | 
ſaid the Marchioneſs, © but I expect them 
this very evening: © the Counteſs has been 


a moſt beautiful, and is ſtill a very intereſt-. 


ing woman. I fear ſhe has diſcovered, too 

late, that ſhe has united herſelf to a man in- 
capable of making any woman happy. 
very much ſtruck with her the firſt time. I 
ſaw her; and though 1 believe the Earl 


wiſhes her to recover, ſtil] he is very defi- 
cient in point of real manly tenderneſs ; and 


nothing that he does, even when he ſeems 
moſt to wiſh to oblige her, bears the ſtamp. 
of genuine feeling: his attentions do not pro- 
ceed from the heart. I hope I am not very 
uncharitable ; but I do think ſhe only owes 


the ſort of forced politeneſs, with which he. 


now treats her, to her having it in her power. 


to Gipoſe of ſomething conſiderable at her 
death 


F 
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death. Remember this is mere conjecture, as 
Tam totally unacquainted with her circumſtan · 
ces; but ſhe ſeems ſo earneſt to cultivate my 
friendſhip, that I think ſhe rather wiſhes to 
conſult me about the diſpoſal of her property. 
She gave me a ſort of half hint to that purpoſe 
the laſt time I ſaw her; but it is a matter in 
which I cannot, with any propriety, inter- 
n. | L 

« We learned ſhe was ill at Paris, re 
joined Meredith; & and I thought then there 
was very little chance of her recovery, being 

pretty well acquainted with the character of 
her unprincipled Lord. But how could a 
ſenſible, rich, and handſome woman make ſo 
prepoſterous a choice?“ 

« can't ſee any thing ſo extraordinary i in 
what I am more apt to conſider as her mis- 
fortune, than as any lapſe of jugment,“ ſaid 
the Marquis. — Lord Harold is a remark- 
ably fine figure, and in every, ſenſe of the 
word, a truly handſome man. His education, 
and the company he was early introduced 

| into, have given him other advantages: and 
. 1 dare 
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1 dare ſay he appeared a very defirable lover. 


Once married, he probably threw off the 


maſk ; and, in endeavouring to break his 
wife's ſpirit, ſeems to have nearly broken her 
heart. I almoſt wiſh Lady-Ormond and my- 
ſelf could ſo far interfere between them as to 


procure her a ſeparate maintenance, as I 
think ſhe now entertains a ſentiment border- 


ing on averſiqn for his Lordſhip ; but for 
almoſt total ſtrangers to meddle between man 
and wife is next to an impoſſibility, though 
I never yet felt pity without a wiſh to relieve 
the ſufferer. But there is a great deal to be 
ſaid on both ſides in this caſe, though Il 
don't doubt but Lord Harold deceived her 
in many very eſſential points; ſtill we muſt 
ſuppoſe ſhe once loved him, or ſhe would 
have been more particular in her enquiries 
concerning his morals, &c.; for upon theſe 
more than The fortune, her happineſs depend- 
ed. Therefore I think, inftead of ſinking 
under the diſappointment ſhe has experien- 
ced, ſhe had better have endeavoured to re- 


claim the man ſhe muſt have choſen ; for no 
parents 


* 
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parents would have adviſed ſuch a match. 


But it is near eight o clock; I wonder they 
mkonwb WT, 

ce My friend and I are fo little dreſſed, 2 
faid Lady Auguſta; © and though I am not 
er of ever having ſeen 1 Harold, 


„I underftand all you would an my 
dear young friend,” interrupted the Mar- 
chioneſs; * and at preſent it might be as 
well if you were not introduced to any 


ſtrangers. I truſt 1 ſhall ſoon have Lord 


Greville's permiſſion to conſider you as my 


ward during his embaſſy ;—but, till we hear 


from him, we won't take any ſteps he would 
be likely to diſapprove ; and preſenting you 


to any perſon under a feigned name, might 


not meet his approbation. Your friend and 
you ſhall therefore drink your tea in the next 
room, ſhould our expected viſiters favour us 


with their company; but it is very poſſible 


her Ladyſhip may be worſe, or they may 
have heard our fon is arrived; they knew we 
9 expected 
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expected him; ſtill I think they would have 
let us known, had they altered their minds.” 


« I hope they don't mean to diſappoint 


me ſo cruelly,” ſaid Meredith; I have 


been prodigiouſly curious to ſee Lady Ha- 
rold from the moment I learned his Lord- 
ſhip's marriage; and ſince you, Marquis, 
profeſs to take ſo much intereſt in her fate, I 
am become more anxious than ever to form 


my opinion of the lady.“ 


Clement, who continued at play with his 
daughter, ſeldom joined in the converſation : 


} ® \ ; 
he was carrying her backwards and forwards 


upon his ſhoulder; and whenever he at- 

tempted to ſtop, ſhe called out, as well as ſne 

was able, © More, more.“ The Marchioneſs 

| feared he would fatigue himſelf, and was 
going to ring for Jeannette, when tlie folding 


doors, which led into the ſaloon, were opened, 


and Lord and Lady Harold were announced. 


Clement, who had juſt reached the fire- 


place, turned round, and was going to ſet the 
child 


FL 
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child down; but ſhe put her arms round his 
neck, and refuſed to leave her hold, cloſely 
hugging, and repeatedly calling him papa— 


a word that ſhe found had hitherto pro- 
cured her every indulgence ſhe deſired. He 


was therefore ſtanding in this poſture, unable 
to diſengage himſelf from her, when the 


Counteſs of Harold ſtopped directly oppoſite 


to him. Their eyes remained rivetted upon 


each other for ſeveral ſeconds; till Maria, not 


feeling herſelf ſupported as before, clung ſtill 


cloſer to papa, and made him remember he 


had ſlackened his hold; but his emotion ren- 


dered him incapable of attending to her en- 


dearments, upon recognizing, though ſcarcely 


the ſhadow of her Phe {elf her mother in 


the wife of Lord n 


Altered L ſhe was, a ſecond glance placed 
her identity beyond a doubt; and haſtily diſ- 


engaging the lovely infant's arms from round 


his neck, he put her down; but had not ſet 


her upon her feet before the Baroneſs, having 


made a fort of feeble effort ro catch the child 
from 


* 
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om him, ſunk ſenſeleſs on the carpet before 
85 any one could * her fall. 
Lord d Harold, who ſtood rather in the back- 
ground, having been too much ſtruck by the 
evident alteration Clement's. countenance had 
_ undergone, even to attempt to ſave her, the 
Marchioneſs ſprung forward to aſſiſt in raiſing 
her, which Lord Harold and Meredith in- 
ſtantly did between them, and * her 
u upon a large ſofa. 

The young ladies, who were upon the 
point of retiring when the Baroneſs fainted, 
now ran to her aſſiſtance; and the Marchioneſs 


rang the bell for hartſhorn, water, vola- 


tiles, &c.; while Clement, inſtantaneouſly 
recovering from the momentary emotion he 


had experienced, with glowing cheeks, and 


looks fully expreſſive of his internal rage, 
haſtily whiſpering Lord Harold to follow 
him, left the room. Hardly knowing what 
he did, he +5588 with his 228 20 


Meredith 
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Meredith, who was ſcarcely leſs bewildered 
than his former friend, hardly knew to what 
to attribute their ſudden retreat; nor whether 
he ought to remain where he was, or follow 
their example. A moment's reflection in- 
duced him to do the latter; the man- ſervant, 


who had anſtrered the bell, having been or- 


dered by the Marchioneſs to ſend her wo- 
men, which he conſidered as a hint for him 


to withdraw. 


During the few ſeconds he had taken to 


decide, Clement had run down ſtairs, fol- = 


lowed by his, unconſcious rival, into the room 
he had firſt entered upon his arrival; and 
after faſtening the door, had flown to the 
chimney-piece, where he had depoſited his 
travelling piſtols, They were prepared for 
action ; he preſented them to Lord Harold, 
to take his choice, ſaying, © You are a vil- 
lain, my Lord; therefore prepare to defend 
what can admit of no apology !” 

« What the devil does all this mean?“ 
aſked the aſtoniſhed, but undaunted Peer” 


* repeat 


AY 
* 1 
* * : * 
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I repeat my words, Lord Harold,” ſaid 
Clement, with increaſing vehemence, ce you 
are a villain!” 


0 


Meredith, who had that moment reached 
the door, hearing Clement's apoſtrophe, and 


finding himſelf bolted out, gave the lock 


ſuch a wrench, that he inſtantly burſt it 


open, and ruſhed between the gentlemen, 


crying out, For God's ſake, what are you 
about? Is this a time, or a * place to 


ſettle diſputes? 
Lord Harold, ſtill holding the piſtol he 


had taken, replied, © You are very right, 
Edwin; and may I be d 


more than you do what I ſtand accuſed of! 
* Scoundrel !”” retorted the enraged Cle- 
ment, cc would you dare to deny having in- 


troduced the infamous woman up fairs. a 


your wife to Lady Ormond ?“ 


Why, look ye, my Lord, though the 
certainly is my wife, I won't take upon me 


to vouch for her chaſtity; yet, belicve me, 
I had no intention to affront Lady Ormond in 
| - 


d if I know any 
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the way you ſeem to hint ; though the groſs 
language you have made uſe of hardly: en- 
titled you to ſo candid an explanation ; and 
perhaps it would only have been treating you 
you deſerve, had I taken advantage of your 
rage. 

« Surely, my dear fiend; '” ſaid Meredith, 
falling into the ſame error, © you have been 
too precipitate. Lord Harold certainly was 
not aware the lady in queſtion was an impro- 
per companion for Lady Ormond.”? 

« I did not call you down ſtairs to diſplay 
your wit, but your courage, Lord Harold ; 
you muſt know the woman who has forfeited 
her character by bearing your name, is my 
wife, Do I make myſelf clear, vile ſeducer ? 
Stand off, Meredith, and let me either rid the 
world of a villain, or loſe my life in the at- 
tempt.—Fire, my Lord!“ 

In aſtoniſnment, which rendered them both 
mute for ſeveral ſeconds, the Earl and Me- 
redith regarded Clement, when the former 
exclaimed, * Is Lord Elleſmere really in his 


lenſes, Edwin?“ 
6c No 
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No doubt, my Lord. What have youto 
fay i in anſwer to his accuſation ?” et 


God! the lady up ſtairs was any other man's 
wife; and J muſt requeſt Lord Elleimere 


would repeat his words.” 


who fainted upon recognizing a huſband ſhe 
has not only injured in the tendereſt point, 
but even twice attempted to murder, is Lady 
Elleſmere. The little girl you ſaw me have 
in my arms, is her daughter. But is it poſ- 
ſible you can be in ignorance of the Baroneſs 
de Grand-Pre's former engagements, or of 
her very late attempt either to murder, or W« «© 
confine me for life? 


« That I never ſuppoſed, - 10 help me, | 


« Moſt readily, my Lord. —The * 


It is not only poſſible, noe Elleſmere, Cl 


but, as God is my judge, it is true, I never IM himſ 
entertained even a ſuſpicion that any other IM ſcatte 
man had a prior claim of ſuch a nature upon 
her: and as for conniving at any of the 
attempts you mention, by Heavens I be- 
| lieve I ſhould have put a piſtol to her head, 
had ſhe dared to have made me ſo infamous 4 
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> WH propoſal! I can conceive you thought your- 
ſelf authorized to brand me with the diſgrace- 
ful epithets you have not ſcrupled to uſe ; and 
[ ſhall think myſelf entitled to that fatisfac- 
tion you were ſo ready to ſeek, if you are not 
as ready to declare you were too haſty in your 
'» Wcxprefſions, as I am, that I have very inno- 
© Wl cently, and very unintentionally, injured you 
ts WM vich reſpect to Madame de Grand-Pre.” ? 

y I was to blame, my Lord,” faid Cle- 
e ment; © I ought to have been- more certain 
of your guilt before I permitted paſſion to get 
is Wl the better of my reaſon.” | 
of « Suffer me now then,” ſaid Meredith, 
A I © to put theſe deadly weapons on one fide.” 


- 


Clement, readily refigning his piſtol, flung 


©, 

er himſelf into the neareſt chair, to collect his. 
er ſcattered ſenſes. 

n | | 

he Lord Harold laid his upon the table, ex- 
e- claiming, © I begin to believe wonders will 


d, never ceaſe; for I ſwear, if your Lordſhip had 
not known the precious jade $ maiden name, 
11 5 I ſhould _ 
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E ſhould even now have been tempted: to 
think you had been miſtaken ; though 1 
thought you knew her, by God! from the 
alteration your countenance underwent i 1n the 
ſaloon ; and 'tis pretty clear ſhe knew you. 
Perdition ſeize the whole ſex ! I have often 


ſwore I would never marry ;—this was cer- T 
tainly a judgment upon me :—an Engliſh. Nin w. 
woman dared not have gone ſuch lengths pd 

And, by way of concealing her infamy, ſhe WF VV 

has endeavoured, your Lordſhip thinks, toil © 

ſend you to your long home? However, {W'!c01 
faith, the muſt, in that caſe; have had recourſe Nd 
to ſome private agents, for ſhe has never our 
quitted me fince we married ; and, by my ul 
ſoul, ſhe met me more than half way, and ither 
never gave me to underſtand ſhe had even il 
had an offer before.” Ho 
ble c 
He was TOM on in this way, when the Nerd 

Marquis, who, out of delicacy, had retired fore, 

into an adjoining apartment with his little Ne tat 

grand- daughter, whom he had immediately eng 
ad ad 


conſigned to the care of Jeannette, wondering 
| 1 where 


Ane 
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where the young men were, who, he pre- 


- 

LM fumed, had withdrawn from ſimilar motives, ; 
he came to ſeek them, and unavoidably heard 

he 


ſome of Lord Harold's in nvectives as he 
deſcended' the ſtairs. 


r WM The forced lock, and the ſtrange ſituation 


h- Wiz which he found them, added to what he 
bs. Nad overheard, made him haſtily demand, | 
he “ What has happened?“ 


« Why, your ſon, my Lord Mw has 
fiſcovered the mother of his daughter in the 
dy I brought here about a quarter of an 
our ago; and but for Mr. Meredith, ſhe 


ver 
mould probably have been the occaſion of 
and W1ci:cr his or my death.” 


Horror had the fame effect upon the vene- 
able old man as aſtoniſhment had had upon 
ord Harold and Meredith a few minutes 
cfore, The piſtols, which now laid upon 
ie table, and the Bzroneſs's fit, were too 
Tong a confirmation of what Lord Harold 
d advanced, to allow ham to coun | 
Before 
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Before he could ſpeak, Clement, who hat 
ſtarted up upon his entrance, requeſted be re 
would not alarm himſelf. Lord Harold half f. 
aſſured him he was perfectly ignorant of Ma. be 


dame de Grand-Pre's former engagement; H 
therefore the animoſity he had, for a momen, 
felt towards that Nobleman, had quite ſub qu 
ſided. —© And what is there, my dear father in 
he proceeded, © more in this diſcovery tha m) 
[ have been long prepared to expect? I wa | 
certain I had a rival, though I did not knoi tha 
It was Lord Harold; I ſhall now find no di. rep 
ficulty in eſtabliſhing a divorce. Madame d hay 
Grand- Prẽ's motives for wiſhing to get rid i po- 
me are obvious, and- I blame her more tha has 
ever for having had recourſe to ſuch infamou ſpec 
ſchemes; when ſhe muſt have known, frongiſ nect 
what I told the Dubois's, that my only vil <nq: 
was to obtain a legal ſeparation. All tha ber 
aſtoniſhes me is, that ſhe ſhould chuſe to vl = ” 
here, knowing too that I was expected. her 1 
Why, that puzzles me as much as it coy an ar 
your Lordſhip,” cried Lord Harold; * hac 
you were certainly married to the chaſte h to Ju 


befol 
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before you bore your preſent tre; and that 
reſolves the myſtery ;—for I would venture to 
ſwear ſhe did not know Lord Elleſmere was 
her huſband, any more than you did that Lady 
Harold was your wife.” 
© 80 indeed 1 it ſhould fem,” id the Mar- 
quis: © yet how, in that caſe, could ſhe have 
' inveigled you into the Convent of St. Mary, 
my ſon ?” —. 2 9 

« There is a poſfibility ſhe is innocent of 
that and the former attempt to deſtroy me, 
replied Clement.—“ T hoſe Dubois's may 
have thought ſhe was not ſufficiently in their 
power while I lived: let us hear what ſhe 
has to fay in her own Juſtification in that re- 
ſpect. As to how, where, or when ſhe con- 
nected herſelf with Lord Harold, is not worth 
enquiring into, ſince his Lordſhip conceived 
her at liberty to diſpoſe of her hand.” 

“ Otherwiſe, my Lord, I had never offered 
her 1 mine. I was in no humour to commence 
an amour ; I wanted a rich wife, and hoped 
had met with one ;—therefore I leave you 
to © Judge whether 1 ſhould have treſpaſſed 

upon 
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upon another man's property. I overtook 


the jade five miles from Geneva, about 1 
this time twelvemonth. Her carriage had l: 
met with an accident, and I rendered my- M t. 


ſelf of ſervice -to her: thus our acquaintance th 
began. I won't pretend to ſay I did not pro- 
feſs a dd deal more love than I felt :— 
ſuffice it to ſay, I met with much leſs dif- 
_ ficulty than I expected. We were married 
at a ſmall village in Switzerland, in preſence 
of her confidential friend, then Made moiſelle 
Deneſir, now Madame Dubois, and that 
| lady's admirer; and then ſer out for Germany, 
it being neceſſary. The deceitful jade told 
me to keep our marriage a ſecret ; becauſe, 
by her father's will, ſhe was to forfeit her 
_ eſtate if ſhe married a foreigner: it was 
therefore diſpoſed of previous to our union, 
to evade the penalty; and more than two WF * 
thirds of the money remain yet unpaid. W won 
How your Lordſhip came, to leave her at © b 
liberty to play the fool, as ſhe has om you bear 
beſt know. | not 


- 
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ment, on; demands a ſimilar return, particu- 


larly afterthe unguarded warmth I diſplayed in | 
the commencement of our converſation.” He 
then briefly related when and where he was. 


married; where his daughter was born; why 
the Baroneſs had retained her maiden name; 


the circumſtance that had recalled him to | 


England ; the diſappointment he had expe- 


rienced previous to the diſcovery of his birth; 


and the leading events reſpecting the Baroneſs, 


that had occurred from that moment, down to 
the preſent time; concluding. by h ping the 


Dubois.s had gone further than their inſtruc- 


tions, and repeating his determination to ſue 
immediately for a divorce, which, once ob- 
tained, would leave og Harold at liberty to 


renew his engagements.” 


Why, ſhe will certainly ail bis a ui 
woman, my Lord,” _— that Nobleman; 5 
d if ſhe ever legaliy 
bears my name! for poor as I am, I Would 
not knowingly connect myſelf with ſuch. a 
deceitful, unprincipled being. 1 have long 

VOL, IV, x thought 


te but may I be d- 


5 95 Cave Lordſhip* s candour,” | replied Cles : | 
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thought there was ſome precious ſecret bes 


tween her and thoſe vile Dubois 8, who, I 


believe, have made her pay, pretty dear for 


keeping her counſel, and who, I alſo believe, 


took upon themſelves to rid her of your 


Lordſhip, becauſe they moſt likely thought 
you would deprive them of the wages of their 


iniquity. 1 ground my conjectures upon tke 


Baroneſs's abſolute ignorance of. your preſent 


| rank; but let us hear what ſhe has got to ſay 
in her own defence. I ſuppoſe ſhe has come 
to herſelf by this time; her fit was only a 


little female artifice to defer the explanations 
ſhe foreſaw muſt take place; and as for her 


declining health, I think it may ſafely * 


placed to the ſcore of her bad conſcience ;— — 


and certainly, if any thing could have ec 
her ſenſible of remorſe, it muſt have been the 
fight of her huſband and infant. daughter, 


But come, Lord Elleſmere, I am anxious you 


ſhould hear her acknowledge how much ſhe 


deceived me. You have behaved like a man 
of honour throughout this iniquitous buſineſs, 
and I] am delirous to convince you I have not 
1 8 forfeited 


ls, 


ot 
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forfeited my claim to that title, notwithſtand- 


ing I have fo unconſciouſly become your 


rival i in the Aden 0 this e to her 


ſex,” | 
cc 1 don” t doubt your — Lind red 


| conſequently believe you innocent of any wil- 


ful intention to injure me; but I have no wiſh 
to hold any converſation with the lady in 
queſtion. Her ſteward, a moſt excellent 
man, accompanied me to Avignon, it having 
been my intention · to force her to come for- 
ward. I ſhall not now be under that neceſ- 
ſity ; but he ſhall, previous to my taking any 
ſteps to free myſelf legally from ſuch a diſ- 
graceful connexion, draw up and witneſs my 
abſolute renunciation of every ſhilling of that 


fortune ſhe ſeems to have been fo anxious to 


withhold from me and her daughter, that ſne 
may be at liberty to diſpoſe of it as ſhe thinks. 
proper ;—It may ſerve to ſupport her agents 


in the priſon, which will probably ſoon be- 


come their aſylum.” _ | 
«<!Well but, my Lord, 1 ſhould Bwin you 


would hear what this ſweet creature has to ſay 


6 2. - WP 
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| for herſelf in my en 2 ald "Lou 
i > KK 
I had rather be excuſed, my Lord; te! | 
plied Clement.—“ My father or my friend | | 
will, I am ſure, be my repreſentative ; the | 
former will then be able to decide how I f 
ought to proceed in this intricate buſineſs. — 
Mr. Monvel is in his own room; there you 
will find me, ſhould my preſence be required: 
but I requeſt, my dear Sir (turning to his 
father) you would act for me; do me the fa- | 
vour to hear the Baroneſs's own defence of 
her conduct, and decide accordingly. If it is 
neceſſary ſhe ſhould be confronted with thoſe 
Dubois's, Father Benedict, or the Abbeſs of 
St. Mary, ſhe ought perhaps to be detained; 
if not, I entreat ſhe may be left at liberty to 
do as ſhe pleaſes, and go where ſhe likes, 
| leaving the room as he concluded, | 


General ſilence prevailed for a few minutes 
after his departure. The Marquis was de- 
termined, at all events, not to loſe ſight of the 
Baroneſs till her accomplices, or perhaps, 
; | ES more 


— Wwe 
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more properly, confidential friends, were 
brought to juſtice :—ſhe might be innocent of 


a deſign to murder her huſband, but ſhe had 
ſtill crimes of no ſmall magnitude to anſwer 
for ; he therefore felt ben Jae in de- 

taining her. : 


Lord Harold fat revolving whether he 
ſhould or ſhould not renew thoſe engage- 
ments which had hitherto been neither pro- 


fitable nor hanourable. A moment's reflec- 


tion convinced him this no longer depended 
upon himſelf ; the Baronefs was now too well 
acquainted with his real character and his ſor- 


did motives, to accept him again, admitting 


ſhe was at liberty on. the morrow : he there- 


fore ſoon decided what conduct to adopt, and - 


requeſted the Marquis would accompany him 


into the ſaloon. The excellent old man 


would have firſt ſent to know if the ladies 
could admit them ; but the Earl ſwore this 
was no time to ſtand upon female punctilio, 
therefore led the way. Meredith . . 
join Clement and Monvel. REES 

1 „ The 
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The Baroneſs was ſtill laying upon the ſofa, 
furrounded by the three ladies and the Mar- 


chioneſs's two women, who were all buſily, 


though hitherto vainly, employed in endea- 
vouring to reſtore her to her ſenſes. 


Lady Ormond was giving 1 to ſend 
for the phyſician who attended her un- 
- fortunate gueſt, when the two gentlemen en- 


tered. The Earl, in a peremptory tone, 
forbade the order.—** Let her die; 'tis the 


beſt thing that can befal her, ſo pray leave 
her alone, ladies; though I dare fay this fit 


is only thus prolonged to avoid accounting 


for her ae, conduct. 2 


— 


| iskgeazen was viſible in every fe- 
male countenance ; while the Marchioneſs, 


in the accent of ſurpriſe, ſaid, «© You can't be 


ſerious, Lord Harold ! But I chuſe to have 


proper advice for my own ſatisfaction.— Diſ- 
| patch one of the footmen for Dr. Gaſtaldi, 


this moment, Warner.“ 


cc 1 ſtand 
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« ſtand corrected, my, Lady; for I cer- 
tainly had no right to diſpute your orders in 
your own houſe, nor ſtill leſs to interfere with 
your precious daughter-in-law,” I 


Every eye was turned upon the feeling 
orator, and every:countenance, the Marquis's 
excepted, diſplayed wonder and ncredulity 
blended with horror. 


_s My Land? P exclaimed as AE 
breathleſs Marchioneſs. | 
« Jt is but too true, my love, aid che! | 
Marquis, 0 though I wiſh Lord Harold had 
been leſs abrupt in his communication. He 
has been as much that miſerable woman's 
dupe as our ſon, who will now have no dif- 
ficulty in procuring legal redreſs for his nu- 
; merous grievances ;—ſend, therefore, for a 
1 phyſician, and let no means be omitted to 
reſtore her to her recollection, that we may 
be enabled to unravel the web of iniquity in 
which our beloved Clement has been ſo fre- 
quently entangled.“ 8 
| "PF The 
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The Marchionch, wholly . for 


ſuch a diſcovery, had thrown herſelf into the 
neareſt chair, and was only ſaved from faint- 


ing by the timely applications of falts, and 
hartſhorn and water. e 


Lady Auguſta, ſcarcely leſs ſnocked, with 
difficulty concealed her own emotion, while 
adminiſtering volatiles to Lady Ormond. 


| Clara, unable to comprehend the calc 


of this freſh diſturbance, ſtood looking round 
her in ſilent amaze. The invalid was, for 
the moment, utterly forgotten, till the Mar- 
chioneſs, rather recovering, was the firſt to 


renew her endeavours to recover the miſ- 


guided Baroneſs ; obſerving the length of her 
fit was but too well accounted for, and that 
the much doubted. whether ſhe would ever 


| re cove r. 


« I think it is ſcarcely to be wiſhed ſhe 
ſhould,” ſaid Lord Harold; © her death will. 


fave Lord Elleſmere. a ' vaſt deal of trouble 
and 


9 


= 
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and expence, as her infamy will then be con- 
ſigned to oblivion, as well as herſelf.” 
«Injured as my ſon, you are ſenfible, feels 
himſelf, Lord Harold,” replied the Marquis, 
cc am certain his ſentiments do not coincide 
with your's, However, as there ſeems no : 
likelihood of the Baroneſs being able, for 
ſome time, to enter upon her defence, let us 
leave her once- more to the care of theſe 
ladies,” leading the way into an adjoining 
drawing-room, where tea being ordered, he 
was ſoon joined by Clement, Meredith, and 
Monvel, who all agreed that nothing could be 
decided upon till it was ſeen whether the Ba- 
roneſs recovered the ſhock ſhe had under 
gone. 5 Ys 


@ 5 CH AP. 


ELLESMERE. 


CHAP. ; i 


HILE the gentlemen. are debating 


conduct, we will return to the moment Cle- 
a ment parted with his wife at Chamberry. 


— 
— 


neſir had determined, whenever the Baroneſs 
returned into Switzerland, to prevent, if pol- 


ed Davenport. His unexpected ſummons 
to England promiſed to facilitate her plan ;— 

ſhe. had long foreſcen that the eſtates, 
once diſpoſed of, Madame de Grand-Pre 


1 power {he had hitherto held over her large 


—_ . 8 « diſmiſſes | 


upon this ſtrange diſcovery; and the indy: 
are trying to recover the victim of her o« n 


For the laſt ſix months Mademoiſelle De- 


ſible, her again rejoining the unportion- 


 _- would no longer have the fame unlimited N 


i fortune, and that ſhe ſhould probably be ſoon | 


= 


_—_ of Www. 


) . 
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diſmiſſed from her preſent enviable ſituation, 


if ſhe ſuffered the huſband and wife to meet 
again according to their appointment. - By 7 
way of forwarding her iniquitous ſcheme, 
ſhe began, the moment they left Chamberry, 


to point out to the Baroneſs the abſolute ne- 


erſſity there was for her veſting whatever 
money ar oſe from the ſale of her eſtates in the 
hands of proper truſtees for her own and ſe- 
parate uſe during her life, and to ſecure it to 
her children in caſe of her death. To put 
any power into the hands of the plebeian fel- 
low the had honoured with her hand, would | 
be little ſhort of madneſs. —Candid and frank 
as the Baroneſs always contended he had 


ſhewn himſelf, he evidently had his ſecrets; 


elſe why have been ſo reſerved reſpecting his 


Engliſh letters? and what buſineſs of import- 


ance could have ſo abruptly recalled a man of 


hi 


no fortune, no family, and who had fre- 


quently declared himſelf almoſt friendleſs.? 
That letter was evidently intended for his wife's 
peruſal; and he could, had he chole, have 
acknowledged why he was thus ſtrangely _ 
G6 ----; faamoned. 
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1 ummoned. The paſt was unfortunately not 


to be recalled, but the future depended upon 


the Baroneſs. 


18 believe you mean me well,” replied 
Madame de Grand-Pre; © but as to per- 


| ſuading me that Davenport i is an intereſted or 
a dangerous man, you will not find that a very 
eaſy taſk : he does not wiſh me to give up 
the power [ ſtill hold. Pleaſe to remember, 
he might have taken upon himſelf to diſpoſe 
of my eſtates ; inſtead of which, ſuch is his 


confidence in my love and prudence, that he 


leaves me as much my own miſtreſs as if I 


had never given him my hand. If he was 


but, a man of family, I ſhould glory in my 
choice, and conſider . the happieſt of 
women.“ 


„ have done, my dear td have 


done; Mr. Davenport ſhall be a demi- god, 
if you pleaſe; I will endeavour to ſee him 
with your eyes, and to fancy he is the dilin- 
tereſted generous character you have drawn: 
at 


2 
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at leaſt I will. henceforward confine- my 
doubts and ſuſpicions to my own boſom. - _ 
« Oh! pray let me hear what they are, and 
from whence they ariſe !“ rejoined the Ba- 
roneſs.— Davenport can't be of lower ex- 
traction, nor poorer, than he himſelf acknow- 
ledges—circumſtances I may lament, but 
for which he can't be blamed.—Do you ſtill 
ſuſpect him to be a man of conſequence ?” 

« No, upon my honour, my dear Ba- 
roneſs ; I only ſuſpect he either was, if he is 
not, ſtill kept by the Mrs. Davenport who 
brought him up. Nay, I poſitively can't 
help thinking but they are married,“ | 

« Ridiculous ! Upon what can 1 you found 
fo abſurd a ſuppoſition ?” 

« Upon that very aifinereſtednets you 
extol to the ſkies, my credulous friend. — 
They have quarrelled, I dare ſay, and are 
perhaps ſeparated for the preſent ; but if he 
had been atabſolute liberty, I can't conceive 
he would have conſented to his late honour- 
able connexion having been kept fo profound 
a ſecret, nor to your taking upon yourſelf to 
| diſpoſe 
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— 


diſpoſe of what, if he. has no other engage- c 

ments, is literally become his own. You have e 

| certainly made him Baron de Grand-Pre ;— c 
f | he is no fool—has no ſmall ſhare of pride ;— h 
A therefore I can never believe he would have MW ſe 
| ſuffered you to convert your family domains h 

Into ready money, if he could publicly have MW 
aſſerted his right wm 8 

ce 

This point on * debated by the MW h 

Baroneſs, who again repeated, with a ſigh, if WM m 
Clement was a man of family, ſhe ſhould be ſu 

the happieſt of women. Mademoiſelle De- v: 

neſir felt ſhe gained ground, and purſued her W. 
advantage. The offers the Baroneſs had a! 

had, and might have had, were artfully can- de 

vaſſed over. The privileges annexed to ha 
Nobility, were next deſcanted upon, while art 

ſhe continued to affirm that Davenport pri 

mutt have formed ſome very ſupericr fot 
connexion previous to his acquaintance. Yo 


with the Baroneſs, elſe, poor and deſti- 
tute as he doubtleſs. was, from whence 
15 — 70 came 
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came the various elegant appendages to his 
dreſs he ſo frequently ſported? Beſides, he 
certainly had money, and from whence could 
he be ſupplied ? She truſted her friend would 
ſoon diſcover if the ever put her fortune in 
his power ; and ſhe would venture any wager 
he was now returned to his Engliſh wife. 
She only hoped her friend would take time to 
conſider before ſhe truſted too implicitly. to 
his wondrous generoſity. Love concealed _ 
many failings; Davenport certainly appeared 
ſuperior to the common run of menial ſer- 
vants; but he made a woeful gentleman, and 5 
was eyidently very deficient in pointof ſpirit— - 
a ſure ſign of a vulgar mind. You, my 
dear Baroneſs,” the continued, © who might 
have matched with a Prince of the Empire, 
are now, you muſt acknowledge, aſhamed of 
preſenting this elegant, diſinteręſtèd man to your 
former friends. Vou muſt therefore drop all | 
your Swils ACQUAINTANCE z and I don't ſee 
where you can form any others: for, admitting 
you have no rival to diſpute the handſome 


footman with you, ſill no one of any faſhion. 
| 1 . in 


”- AO. ena vo 


weeks. 
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bY 


in England will aſſociate with a ſoldier's com- 


panion's baſtard,” 


The Baroneſs, nearly as angry with her- 
ſelf as her confidante, urged Clement's inti- 
macy with Sir William Melvin, and the 


| Pr he was in at St. Cloud. 


« And „ I ould 3 the whole 


group were only valets apeing their maſters, 
retorted the unabaſhed confidante.—* I ſaw 

one of the party at Florence, and there made 
the diſcovery. To have mentioned it then 
would have been uſeleſs; you are now at 
liberty to draw your own concluſions. I 
would only adviſe you to refle& upon this 
flagrant breach of veracity in your favourite 


Clement.” 


/ 


The Baroneſs, though ſtaggered, remained 
unconvinced, when accident did more in her 
wily confidante's favour in five minutes, than 
her arguments would have done in as many 
They were arrived within a few 

| mules 
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- miles of Geneva, when 2 ſudden Jolt broke 
one of the ſprings of the coach, and greatly 
alarmed the ladies. The poſtillions, how 
ever, had ſcarcely ſtopped their horſes before 
a gentleman galloped up, and.very politely 
offered every aſſiſtance in his power. He 
ſoon handed the travellers out of their equi- 
page, which, upon inſpection, had received 
too much damage to render it ſafe to purſue 
their journey till they could be accommo- 
dated with another, Their polite friend, 
therefore, aſſiſted the poſtillions in placing it 


n by the road fide; and having once more re- 
at placed the fair owner and her friend in it, as 
1 WW beinga more eligible ſituation than remaining 


in the middle of a dirty road, he ſprung upon 
his horſe, and ſet off full ſpeed to procure 
them ſome other conveyance ; aſſuring them 
that he would do his utmoſt endeavours to 


prevent their being forced to og long with- 
the town. 


It has already been ſeveral times remarked, 
that there were few men to equal the Earl of 
Harold 
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Harold (whom chance had thus opportunely 


thrown in their way), in point of figure; and 
though many ladies would have given the 
preference to' Clement Davenport, thoſe who 
preferred the Hercules Farneſe to the Apollo 
Belvidere, would have declared in favour of 
Lord Harold. TTY 


« What an aſtoniſhing fine figure ! ex- 
claimed Mademoiſelle Deneſir, as he receded 
from her ſight; and how fortunate, unattended 
as we are (another of the bleſſed fruits of 
your having fo ſtrangely lowerea yourſelh 
my dear Baroneſs), this ſtranger ſhould have 
been ſo near!“ 

„ A dozen attendants would not have 
prevented our accident,” replied the Baroneſs 
in a peeviſh tone. Therefore, if you wiſh 
we ſhould remain friends, I muſt requeſt you 
would ceaſe to allude to Mr. Davenport's 
want of birth upon every occaſion, Do you 
| ſuppoſe he would have diſplayed leſs gallantry 


in a ſimilar caſe? and ſurely the expreſſion, 


of his countenance is far ſuperior to that of 
this 
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ly WM this ſtranger's. His figure 1 is alſo W of 
nd Wl courſe more elegant.“ TEES 
he r Not in my opinion, Baroneſi ;—our new 


friend looks like, a man; and don't think he 
would be ſo eaſily unhorſed as your dear 
Clement was the very firſt time we ſaw him. 
And you have not forgot, I ſhould ſuppoſe, 
that he could not manage the harmleſs Swiſs 


animal he rode from Gand Pre: don't, deareſt 

ed friend, maintain he rides well; any other eu- 
ed logium you may be inclined to beſtow upon 
of bim, I may liſten to in ſilence; but his want 
elf, of {kill in the equeſtrian art was too obvious. 


This gentleman can ride; and I do ſay he is 
one of the fineſt figures I ever bcheld, and 
much ſuperior, in that reſpect, to Mr. Da- 
venport; though I never thought his figure 
the worſt part about him.” ns 


The exact criterion of manly beauty was 


ou warmly debated between the two friends, 
try when, co their infinite amazement, in a 
jon I much ſhorter time than they could have 


ſuppoſed he had reached Geneva, their 
friend 
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friend made his appearance in a moſt elegant 
Phæton and four, daſhed round with a de. 
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gree of dexterity, which convinced the ad. Vit 
miring ladies that he was accuſtomed to Ml 1 
handle the reins, and ſtopped cloſe. by their free 
crippled machine. l cor 

An Earl's coronet, which diſtinguiſhed the I in 
ſhewy vehicle they now had in full view, MW Ge 
was not one of its leaſt attractions in the 


travellers eyes, who had ſcarcely time ' to ] 


make the remark before his Lordſhip was i Pe: 
upon the ground, preſſing them to do him the I iro! 


honour to ſtep into is carriage; though in fact I that 


it belonged to a brother Peer, then upon his MW Th 


travels, with whom, upon the ſtrength of his uot 
being a moſt excellent companion, Lord Ha. 


Harold could make very free. He had been I bra 
a very noted whip as long as he could afford but 
to diſplay his talents; therefore ſeldom ap- 


peared to more : advantage than when driving 
four blood- * + £40 


T he 


The 
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The ladies were ſoon placed in the elevated 


car: the poſtillions were ordered to proceed 


with the diſabled carriage; and his Lord- 


ſhip, with a degree of agility, which had . 


frequently rendered him 2s conſpicuous as his 


commanding figure, ſcarcely touched the 


fore-wheel as he ſprung into his place, and 
in a few minutes drove into the gates of 
Geneva, © et 


During their very ſhort drive, the needy yx 
Peer wed the Baroneſs's name and rank 


from her companion, who alſo informed him 
that lady conſidered herſelf as imcognita.— 
The name of Grand-Pre, and all the there- 


untos belonging, were very familiar to Lord 


Harold; and to ſecure the hand of this cele- 


brated heireſs became not only his deſire, 


but, at any riſk, his determination. Never, 


therefore, had the Baroneſs felt herſelf treated ; 


with ſo much politeneſs. Superior to the 
frivolous gallantry of the French, Lord Harold 
poke, looked, and appeared the true man of 

faſhion. 


\q 


; * 
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faſhion. Accuſtomed, from his youth, to M h. 
move in the firſt circles, he knew how im 
adapt his manners to the preſſure of the mo- C 
ment. While handing the ladies out of the fo 

carriage, he requeſted permiſſion to- enquire Wi © 
again after their health during the evening, 

His ſervants, preſuming he would not want uit 
the phæton, were all out when he came in the 
ſearch of it: he had therefore, not to keep in 

| the ladies waiting, harneſſed the horſes him- 2 
1 ſelf, but muſt now take his equipage home, co. 
leſt his men, finding i ic miſſing when they re- tur. 

tur ned, ſnould have it cried.“ | ſe 

| | had 

To put a negative upon any requeſt mad: nig 

by ſo polite a man, and of ſuch ſuperior rank, io 
was utterly impoſſible. His vanity had * 
taught him to expect the ſmiling conſent © 

he received, and vaulting again into his 
carriage, he drove from the inn, more than 
half ſure of ſucceſs; repeated all that had er 
paſſed to the friendly Nobleman from whom , 
It 


he had borrowed the phæton, who deſiret 
| him 


coachmaker. 
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him to conſider it as his own till he had 


made ſure of the prize, thinking this the 


cheapeſt method in which he could provide 
for a man who, he was fearful, would aſk him 
to exert his intereſt in his favour. 
New dreſſed, and ſcarcely doubting his 
ultimate ſucceſs, Lord Harold returned to 
the inn. The Baroneſs ſaw no impropriety 
in receiving his viſit, nor in permitting him 
to conſign her carriage to the care of his 
All he ſeemed to hope, in re- 
turn for his continued politeneſs, was, that 
ſhe would ſpend ſome time at Geneva. She 
had not intended to ſtay more than one 
night, ſne informed him; but believed ſhe 
ſhould now ſtop till her equipage was re- 
paired, which, ſhe preſumed, would not de- 
tain her more than a couple of days. 


His Lordſhip undertook for the work- 
men performing -impoſſibilities to oblige 
him. Mademoiſelle Deneſir ventured to hint, 
as they were not expected at home, that a 

. trifling 
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trifling whey would not be attended with any 


material inconvenience ; and the Baroneſs by 
no means wiſhed to give any unneceſſary f 
trouble. Lord, Harold interpreted her mean- Ml > 
ing to his own advantage, and rendered himſelf MW | 
ſo agreeable, that both ladies ſaw him depart J 

| with regret. V 
8 | L 

The Baroneſs thought his noble extraction b. 


diſplayed itſelf in every word and action, and 01 
agreed he was more the man of faſhion than WM 
her hitherto admired Davenport ;—ſhe won- of 
dered whether the Earl hadever ſeen the latter, ha 


Mademoiſelle Deneſir thought it poſſible his i du 
Lordſhip might have ſeen Mr. Davenport, WM 
though he was moſt likely unconſcious he 


had been ſo fortunate, as ſhe was convinced 
few people ſaw him with the Baroneſs's eyes, bil 
who ſhe now choſe to aſſert might have Shi 
been Counteſs of Harold, it not requiring any ing 
great penetration to diſcover Lord Harold to 
was violently in love. Par 
1 * wat 
: 


: Madame 


1 
ame 
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Madame de Grand-Pre, we are ſorry to 8 
fay, was more pleaſed than angry to find her 


friend's ſentiments coincided with her own. 
She was ſorry, for Lord Harold s ſake, they 
had met': ſhe hoped her friend was miſtaken. 
However, at all events, ſhe ſhould ſpend a 

very ſhort time at Geneva ; and to forbid his 
Lordſhip's viſits during their ſtay, would 
be an exceſs of prudery unworthy any woman 


of liberal principles. Her regard for Da- 


venport did not render her blind to the worth 


of other men, nor to his failings; and per- 


haps, were ſhe again at liberty, ſhe might 


hefitate between Lord Harold and him: but 
duty now ſecured her affections to the latter. 


Mademoiſelle Deneſir nos perceived the 
bad only to give her friend's natural inſta- 
bility full ſcope, to entangle her in her ſhares, © 


She therefore contented herſelf with lament- 


ing the Baroneſs had not allowed herſelf. time 
to look round her before ſhe had elected a 
partner for life. Many a very deſerving 
woman had been rendered miſerable by too 

vor. * . much 


— 


' EL” 
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much precipitancy in ſuch caſes. Davenport 
had ſome merits ; but even the moſt br illiant 
qualities would not atone for the lowneſs of 
his origin, or his want of fortune ; and all 
ſenſible people muſt agree that the Baroneſs 
de Grand-Pre had committed a very great 
folly. FE 


Shall we acknowledge the Baroneſs began 
to be of that opinion herſelf, and to deſpiſe 


the man ſhe had vowed to honour? A miſ- 


taken education had rendered her devoid of 
principles ; and though ſhe had many good 
qualities, ſhe had no great ones, While con- 
ſidering Davenport as a hero of romance, 


ſhe had ſuppoſed him a patrician in diſguiſe; 


her imagination had decorated him with 
every virtue, Love had been not leſs favourable 
to him after marriage; but as the firſt im- 
preſſion wore off, though ſhe involuntarily 


eſteemed his principles, and admired the 


diſintereſtedneſs which pervaded his every 
action, ſne nevertheleſs continually regretted 


his want of birth, and felt hurt to find that 


even 
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even love did not prevent her being aſhamed 


Harold revived the ambition which had hi- 
therto lain. dormant ſince her marriage; but 
her heart was not yet ſufficiently corrupted to 
permit her to acknowledge, even to herſelf, 
the extent of her wiſhes. 


Mademoiſelle Deneſir, on her file, ſoon 
formed a plan; in conſequence of which, 
as ſoon as the Baroneſs was retired for the 
night, ſhe ſent for the landlady, from whom 


ſhe aTroitly learned all the good woman 
knew of Lord Harold. ; 


This a/! by no means redounded to the 
honour of her new acquaintance, ſtill it in- 
ſpired her with freſh hopes; as ſhe thought, 
by proper management, ſhe could render him 
her accomplice in her ſchemes upon the Ba- 
roneſs's fortune, which the joint poverty of 
him and Clement promiſed greatly to fa- 
cilitat ee. 


mA | Next 


of her huſband. Her rencontre with Lord 
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Next morning his Lordſhip preſented him- 
- ſelf rather ſooner than he was expected. The 
ladies were at breakfaſt ; but the Baroneſs, | 
not conceiving herſelf to be ſufficiently dreſſ- 


ed to receive a man of his rank, retired into 
her bed- room to make a trifling alteration in 
her appearance, leaving her friend to enter- 
tain the Earl; who, thinking he mould ad- 


vance his ſuit by making his ſentiments 


| known to the friend, after the uſual enquiries, 
declared his admiration of the [Baroneſs in 
ſuch unequivocal terms, that Mademoiſelle 
Denefir thought ſhe might venture to ac- 
knowledge her intentions in his favour.— 


There was no time to be loſt : ſhe therefore, 


with an expreſſive look, aſſured him of her 
ſupport, provided he allowed himſelf to be 
guided by her advice; adding, 1 will come 
to the point at once with yeur Lordſhip. 1 
think the Baroneſs wants a huſband of your 
rank, and 1 know (me is not ſo wiſe) you 
want a wife of her fortune; therefore let us 


proceed conjointly to promote your mutual 


ereft. Aſk me no queſtions reſpecting 
the 


vice 


| 
r 
| 
* 
p 


already made ſome progreſs in her affections. 


I ſhall, if you conform to my wiſhes, keep 


thoſe diſcoveries I have made, concerning the 
ſtate of your finances, to myſelf; and J. will 


alſo enſure a complete removal of very dif- | 
ficulty which may impede your progreſs :— 
conſider me, therefore, as your ſtaunch friend; 


but remember, if the Baroneſs aſks you if you 
are acquainted with a young gentleman of the 
name of Davenport, you are to anſwer in the 
negative; though you may tell her you recol- 


lect an elderly lady of that name, who reſides 


ſomewhere near London, and who, it is ſup- 


poſed, has married her footman ; from whom 
owing to his want of reſpect, ſhe was very 
ſoon ſeparated, and that it is ſuppoſed the fellow 


has come abroad with what money he could 


raiſe upon the ſtrength of his expeCtations.— 


This ſtory well-told, will do you infinite ſer- 
vice; for J muſt acknowledge an 2 


2: 
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the manner in which you are to act, as we 

muſt not ſeem to underſtand each other. Vour 
taſk will be very eaſy; only ſtrive to render 
yourſelf agreeable to the Baroneſs; you have 


ſort © 
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ſort of fortune-hunter of this deſcription con- 


trived to attract the notice of my friend du- 


ring her travels; and as I am certain ſuch a 


Connexion would prove her ruin, I wiſh, by 
this innocent nifice, to convince her he is 


unworthy her regar 


* Harold felt the abſolute neceſlity, 


after her hints, of forming an offenſive and 
defenſive league with this faithful friend, 
whom he equally hoped, in the end, to out- 


wit; and determined, if he did by her means 


obtain the Baroneſs's hand, to inſiſt upon her 
being diſcarded from the poſt ſhe ſeemed to 
hold, the very moment he had ſecured the 
prize. He had ſcarcely time to ſignify his 
abſolute acquieſcence in all her wiſhes, be- 
fore the Baroneſs joined them. 


Certain of the ſupport of this intereſted 


friend, Lord Harold's compliments were calcu- 
lated to increaſe the prepoſſeſſion he was in- 
formed ſhe felt in his favour. He had been pre- 
ſent while his coachmaker examined her car- 

riage, 


gre 


# 
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riage, he informed her, who had aſſured him it 
ſhould be thoroughly repaired in the courſe 
of three Gays. 


The Baroneſs was very much obliged de to 
his Lordſhip ; ; however, ſince it would take 
ſo long, ſhe would hire a carriage to carry 
her home. 


« Why I can't ſay I approve of ſpending 
three days at an inn,“ ſaid Mademoiſelle 
Deneſir; © but ſuppoſe, my dear friend, we 
take this opportunity to viſit my relation, the 
Baron de Creſſier; we ſhall be quite at home 
there, and his houſe is within a pleaſant drive 
of Geneva: from thence you can fend your 
orders to your houſehold ; and ] proteſt, after 
rambling about ſo long, that I hardly enjoy 
the idea of returning to 155 folitude of an an | 
cient Swiſs Caſtle,” | 


The Baroneſs agreed they owed the per- | 
ſon ſhe mentioned a viſit, not being in much 
more haſte than herſelf to remove to any 
great diſtance from Geneva ; her wiſh to diſ- 

"Ma. | poſe, 


1 


— 
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- poſe, as ſpeedily as poſſible,. of her eb 


having given way to her deſire to cultivate 


the friendſhip of Lord Harold, who inſtantly. 


propoſed driving the ladies to Creſſier in his 


phæton. The Baroneſs was fearful they 


ſhould intrude upon his time. This afforded 
him an opportunity to diſplay his gallantry ; 
it was therefore agreed he ſhould once more 
become their charioteer, and the afternoon 


was fixed upon for their departure. 


Mademoiſelle Deneſir Had ſeveral motives 


to induce her to adviſe their leaving Geneva. 


The Baron de Grand-Pré had many friends i in 
that town, who might wiſh to introduce them- 
ſelves to his daughter, and from them ſhe 
might learn more of Lord Harold than would 
be conſiſtent with her plan at Creſſier;—he 
might be a conſtant viſiter without ſubject- 
ing her to any animadverſions; and thither 


ſhe could ſummon Dubois, who had long 
been her lover (though want -of money on 


both ſides had hitherto prevented their mar- 
Tlage), 
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riage), and whom, ſhe hoped, to make a 
very uſeful auxiliary. | 


At the appointed time, Lord Harold, in 
the ſplendid equipage, followed by- three 
outriders, alſo belonging -to his. generous 
friend, was at the door; and the Baroneſs 
felt her reſpect and regard for him increaſe 
as ſhe rolled from the inn. Curioſity, 
during their drive, induced her to put the 
queſtion her W had * him to 
anſwer. 


0 Davenport! N o, really he recollected no 
ſuch name upon the liſt of faſhion. Was he a 
man of any family * WE; 


* 


The Wet could not ſatisfy him in that 
particular, nor had Lord Harold ever heard 
the name annexed to any man of conſequence; 
but, with a well-feigned laugh, he ſaid it re- 
minded him of an old lady who had afforded 
infinite amuſement to the faſhionable world by 
marrying her footman. Her name was Da- 
BRIE venport, 
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venport, and ſhe had beſtowed it upon her 
exalted enamorata, with ſome part of her 


eſtate, The belt of the joke was, ſhe had 


foon after quarrelled with him for want of 
reſpect. To expect to meet with reſpect, or 
even decent behaviour, from a being ſprung 
from the very dregs of ſociety, was ſo truly 
abſurd, that her expectations had rendered 
her, if poſlible, ſtill more ridiculous than her 
fooliſh choice. 


0 Undoubtedly,” fad the agitated Ba- 


roneſs; © they are a moſt unhappy couple, 


I ſhould preſume ?” 

ce The old woman, it is s reported, is very 
miſerable,” was the reply; for her enamo- 
rata has left her to reflect upon her folly, or 
brood over her reſentment, and either 1s, or 
has been upon the Continent. £165 


This well-timed anecdote effectually ba 
niſhed the few remaining ſparks of affection 
for Clement, which lingered in the inconſtant 

Paroneſs's boſom ; and that he was this foot- 
- — 


Or 
Or 
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man, ſhe d1d not wiſh to doubt ; and from 


this moment. ſhe became the willing dupe of 


the Earl's and her friend's. artifices. The. 
Baron de Creſſier was an elderly infirm man; 
there Lord Harold viſited her. daily, having 
taken up his abode at a neighbouring village 


for that purpoſe. His phæton and ſervants 
had of courſe been diſmiſſed, as he preferred 


being iucog. ;—and before ſhe left Creſſier, 


ſhe had forgotten ſhe had ever been a wife, 
and hardly recolleted ſhe has ever hoon a 
mother. 1 7 


| Her friend, who had been zoined by her 
quondam lover, Mr. Dubois, removed all 
her duficulties, and pointed out how ſhe 
ought to act to rid herſelf, by one act of 
ſpirit, of the low fellow ſhe had fo unfortu- 


nately connected herſelf with. Lord Harold 


muſt be told ſhe could not receive his hand 


till ſhe had diſpoſed of her eſtates, which 
would alſo be forfeited by her union with a 
foreigner. This done, ſhe muſt make over a ; 


certain part of them to this faithful friend, 
WRO would, upon theſe conditions, adopt her 


H 6 daughter 
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5 daughter (as ſhe and Dubois could eaſily re- 


to 
port they had been long ſince married), and up 
keep her ſecret; and to put it out of Clements the 
power to give her any trouble, he ought to and 
be kept in the dark till ſhe had quitted Swit- the 
zerland; his poverty would prevent him 
from ever aſſerting his claims if he had quar- | 
relled with his old woman, and his fears of its i Ca 
coming to her ears, if he had made it up with ing 
her, which every thing ſeemed to prove. ap 
I | : fric 
In this frame of mind the Baroneſs went to to 
Grand-Pre, and, with the precipitancy which the 
has been already mentioned, diſpoſed of her ve. 
eſtates, letting the Caſtle and adjacent me 
grounds to Monvel, after informing him ſhe ad 
meant to diſpoſe of them to the Dubois's ; to wil 
whom ſhe alſo gave a large ſum in ready ne 
money, and all the family plate, retaining till 


only the title deeds of that part of the eſtate of 
they were ſuppoſed to have purchaſed, as a 
' ſort of check upon them, to prevent their iſ 
| betraying her to Clement or the world, but Ba 
which ſhe entered into a bond to deliver up cei 
8 to 
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to them on her daughter s wedding- day, or 


upon the child s death. In the firſt caſe, = 


they were to give her a handſome fortune; 
and, in the ſecond; to come in for the whole 


themſelyes. 
4 


ing, though he never appeared publicly. He 
approved of every thing the Baroneſs or her 


friend choſe to tell him, and readily conſented 
to keep his marriage a ſecret till the whole of ; 
the purchaſe-money was received; talking 
very largely of the magnificent ſettlements he 


meant, at that period, to make upon his 
adored Baroneſs, who declared herſelf very 
willing*o bear his name, ſtipulating he ſhould 
never mention what countrywoman ſhe was 
till ſhe had finally ſettled with the F 
of her eſtates. 


/ 


) 


Clement's letters made no alteration in the 


Baroneſs's intentions; —he had certainly de- 
ceived her; and the might have acknow- 
$ - | ledged 


Lord Harold might be fiid to haunt the: 
Caſtle while all theſe arrangements were mak- 


— : 
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ledged ſhe did not wiſh to find him innocent. 
Every thing, therefore, combined with her 
own folly to accelerate her ruin. Ma- 
demoiſelle Deneſir undertook to fetch the 
child and Jeannette from Chamberry the 
moment ſhe had left Switzerland. A hand- 
ſome ſum had been ſet apart to purchaſe an 
annuity for the latter, which was to be paid by 
the faithful friend to enſure her ſecrecy. She 
was alſo to write to Clement, to tax him with 
his duplicity, and threaten to deliver him into 
the hands of juſtice if he ever ventured to 
return to Grand-Pre. es 


Every arrangement having been thus 
taken, the moment the Baroneſs had received 
the firſt payment from the various purchaiers, 
(which, by Dubois's advice, ſhe placed in the 
hands of two Bankers at Geneva, in her 
maiden name, ſhe being to ſign every paper, 
and tranſact all buſineſs as Baroneſs de Grand- 
Pre for the preſent), ſhe gave her hand to 
Lord Harold, who was exceedingly diſap- 
pointed to find he could not touch any of her 
ready 
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ready money but through her medium.— 
Conſoling himſelf, however, with the pro- 
ſpe&s he had in view, he ſet out with his new 
married lady for Vienna; but, to her infinite 
ſurpriſe, very calmly requeſted, a few hours 
after they had reached Baſle, ſhe would draw 
for a thouſand pounds, 


This was ſo unexpected a demand from a 
man ſhe ſuppoſed greatly her ſuperior in 
point of fortune, that ſhe was thunderſtruck 
at his expreſſing a wiſh to break into what 
ſhe conſidered as principal money. She had 
already been rather diſagreeably ſurpriſed 
upon learning he had parted with his phæton 
and ſervants, though he glofled the action 
over, by declaring he had done ſo to preſerve 
their ſecret, which, till he made this de- 
mand, ſhe had been inclined to credit. To 
refuſe ſuch a requeſt, would, ſhe knew, lex -; 
what would have occaſioned it, be very ab- 
ſurd; ſtill her reluctance was too viſible to 
eſcape Lord Harold's notice, who inſtantly 
forged fo plauſible a ſtory to conceal his real 
motive, | 


[ 
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motive, that ſhe was once more his dupe.- _ 
Altering their firſt plan, they thought it more 
prudent to winter at Bruffels, where there 
was leſs chance of the Baroneſs being 


known. 


They took up their abode at a large hotel 
in that gay town, and had ſcarcely looked 
round them before the Baroneſs was again re- 
queſted, under another pretence, to draw for 
a freſh ſupply. More aſtoniſhed than be- 
fore, ſhe ventured to hint that they were 
breaking in upon the principal of her fortune. 


« That had never occur to him,” Lord 
Harold replied ; © ſhe had therefore better 
draw for the whole at once, and ſuffer him to 
place it in the Britiſh funds, as they were 
literally at preſent loſing the intereſt of a oy 
large ſum.” 


Such a ſtep would infallibly lead to a diſ- 
covery of their marriage, and ſhe objected; 


but ſhe could enter into ſuch arrangements with 
: - the 
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the Bankers, as might induce them to pay her. 
the ſame ſum ſhe ſhould make of it in the 
funds; but then they muſt not draw for any 
more of the principal. 


* « | 
ce Certainly not,” ſaid Lord Harold; 
« therefore draw for five thouſand at once, 
which will be as much as we ſhall want till 
the intereſt becomes one” 


The Baroneſs found oi was no alterrias 
tive; therefore complied with his requeſt, alt= 
he went out to negociate her draft. Diſ- 
pleaſed with her Lord and herſelf, and begin- 
ning to form the moſt unfavourable conjec- 
tures of the former, ſhe opened a window 4 
which looked into the ſtreet, and tried to diſ- 
ſipate her chagrin by contemplating the 
ſurrounding objects; but inſenſibly fell into a 
reverie concerning Davenport, and the crime 
ſhe had been guilty of in thus abandoning the 
father of her child, becaufe he was not born 
to aà title, Still, if he was married, as Lord 
"a Harold 


. tv 
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Harold had told her, ſhe had ated right; bur 
that / ſhe feared to dwell upon. 


Occupied by theſe reflections, ſhe was for 
ſome time unconſcious of being the object of 


the rude gazes of three very well-drefſed 
young men; but was rouſed to a recollection 
of her ſituation, upon hearing one of them 
fay, © How can he ſupport ſuch a miſtreſs?” 

« The maſter of the hotel told me 1t was 
his wife,” 
the Baroneſs perfectly remembered having 
ſeen at Auxerre and St. Cloud. 


Hardly knowing what they alluded to, ſhe 
regarded the laſt ſpeaker with nearly an equal 


degree of earneſtneſs, recollecting what her 


friend had told her concerning the party Cle- 
ment had accompanied to St. Cloud, | 


« Faith! ſhe ſeems to have taken a fancy 


to the cut of your face, Sir William,” cried 
the third. —* What ſay you—are you in- 
clined to ſupplant Harold ?” 

. 


* ſaid Sir William Melvin, whom 
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« No, faith!” replied the Baronet, his 
looks expreſſing his contempt as he pally 
on,—* A woman, who can condeſcend to be 
even a temporary companion to ſo debauched 
a rake, muſt be 10 abandoned wretch i in every 

ſenſe of the wor 


The miſerable Baroneſs's feelings, as ſhe 
; liſtened to this critique, may be better 1ma- 
gined than deſcribed. All her idle dreams 
of ſplendour and happineſs faded from her 
imagination; ſhe felt ſhe was the dupe of an 
unprincipled ſpendthrift, and could not help 
juſtly accuſing Dubois and his wife; ſhe had 
| learned their marriage, and of their having been 
his accomplices. Still what was to be done? 
ue could not return to Clement with any 
greater proſpect of happineſs than ſhe had in 
view, if ſhe remained with Lord Harold. —_ 
She now, for the firſt time, felt the bitterneſs 
of remorſe ; and, in horror of the paſt, and 
dread for the future, found ſhe had made her= 
ö ſelf miſerable by deviating from the e of 
virtue. | wk =—_— 
I : Lord 
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Lord Harold did not return till ſhe was 


preparing to retire ;-and then ſo much inebri- MW fro 
ated, that he gave her a ſtill farther infight MW der 
into his character, and convinced her ſhe had par 
put herſelt᷑ into the power of a u who fully eve 
Juſtiged Sir William Melvin's words. To IM he 
complain the felt was uſeleſs; her ideas again able 


reverted to Davenport, and ſhe thought the ME her 
was {ſcarcely ſufficiently puniſhed for her in- adv 
RNdelity. In the morning the Earl attempted MW and 
to jaugh off his overnight's exceſs, which he 
attributed to having met an old friend; and 1 
ſhe was forced to appear ſatisfied with his ble 
excuſes, conſcious, ſhould ſhe attempt to diſp 
leave him, ſhe could not eſcape with he ſame ſoon 
impunity as ſhe had done from her gene- ofai 
rous Clement, who, ſhe now reflected, had MW to h. 
always, in the politeſt manner, evaded her ter 1 
frequent pecuntary offers, notwithſtanding his 
cknowiedeed poverty :—the contraft be- 
ween him and Lord Harold became therefore 
every day more obvious; the former ap- 
prared to have been born to do honour to the 
moit exalted ſtai ion; the latter to diſgrace 2 
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noble origin, Far from acquiring reſpect 
from her dearly purchaſed title, ſhe had ren- 
dered herſelf an object of contempt, Society, 
particularly that of Lord Harold, became 
every day more irkſome to her. In ſolitude 
ſhe could, unchecked, deplore her irretriev- 
able error, and make compariſons between 
her late and preſent huſband, ſo. much to the 
advantage of the former, that both her ſpirits 
and health ſoon began to decline. 


The Earl grew rather alarmed at the viſi- 


ble alteration. for the worſe her countenance 


diſplayed as the ſpring advanced ; and 
ſoon remoyed her to Spa, hoping that change 
of air, and thoſe waters, might prove of ſervice 


to her; frequently hinting, that ſhe had bet- 


ter ſuffer him to place the money ſhe: had at 
Geneva in England, in caſe their marriage 
ſhould be diſcovered, which might deprive | 
them. of every thing. But he found her deaf 
to all his arguments, and he had too much at 
ſtake to venture to exaſperate her by a pe- 
remptory call upon her obedience, thinking, 
. 
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let what would happen, he was teglly maſter J 
of the whole. | : 
he 


Madame Dubois, not wiſhing perhaps to 
increaſe her friend's regret, did not inform 
her that Clement had removed his daughter, 
thovgh ſhe thought it proper to let her know 

he had been in Switzerland; but that Mr, 
Dubois and herſelf had acted with ſo much 
ſpirit, that they hoped they had put a final 
ſtop to his attempting to publiſh his mar- 
riage ;—ſtill it would be very wrong in Lady 
Harold to think of revifiting her native 
country, at leaſt for ſome years, as there was 
no knowing what poverty might make ſuch a 
fellow undertake. While ſhe remained ar a 
diſtance, they ſhould be able to manage him; 
and, at the worſt, a tolerable ſum of money 
would certainly rid them of his importunity; 

*but even this need not be offered, except he 
became troubleſome, or repeated his viſits. 


It was in conſequence of this letter that the 
Baroneſs ſent the one Clement received at 
_ T regony, 
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Tregony, determining, if ſhe could 5 pre- 

vent his ii his claims during her life- | 
time, to make him ample amends upon 
her death-bed, where ſhe firmly reſolved 5 


openly to confeſs her guilt, in hopes of 

thus expiating her crimes, and making her 
, peace with Heaven, without conſidering that 
y every ſucceeding day increaſed her remorſe 
and her iniquity. Indeed, when ſhe per- 
h mitted herſelf to reflect upon the various ills 
ber deſertion might have heaped upon the 
[- 


head of the unfortunate Davenport, ſhe was 

ly tempted to throw herſelf upon his mercy, in 
hopes of obtaining his pardon, 

In this ſtate of beta he reached Avienon ; 

4 MW and having been introduced to Lady Or- 

I; mond, had almoſt come to a determination 

to unburthen her mind to that truly amiable © 

'3 WW woman, not having the ſlighteſt idea that ſhe, . - 

ne WM was the mother of the man ſhe had aban- 

doned. Madame Dubois not having thought 

it neceſſary to inform her of  Clement's laſt 

he viſit, it is therefore almoſt ſuperfluous to add, 

* that 
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thatſhe was abſolutely unacquainted vieh all the 
late tranſactions in Switzerland, and of courſe 
innocent of both attempts upon Lord Ellef-, 
mere's life, whom, Lord Harold had told her, 
he had ſeen at Paris, and who, ſhe underſtood, 
was daily expected at Avignon. Her ſenſa - 
tions, therefore, upon ſo unexpectedly recog- 
nizing her much-injured huſband and child 
(the latter's age and addreſs to her father 
having left her no doubts concerning their 
relationſhip) were ſuch as might have excited 
pity even in the boſom of her greateſt enemy; 
and perhaps the temporary ſuſpenſion of her 
| faculties preſerved her reaſon under the preſ- 
ſure of ſach a ſudden ſhock ; as, though ſhe 
had long thought Davenport had been greatly | 
wronged, both by Lord Harold and het 
fincere friend, ſhe little expe&ed to have 
found him in ſuch company. The child ſhe 
had not before ſeen during her viſits to the 
Marchioneſs, her Ladyſnip ſeldom introduce 
ing her to ſtrangers, that ſhe might not be 
obliged to anſwer the probable queſtions her 
5 would -naturally occaſion. Fo 
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J for the unfortunate invalid (whom they al! 
J conſidered as the inſtigator of the firſt baſe 
9 attempt to aſſaſſinate Clement, and the ſe 
- cond either to impriſon or murder him, by | 
means of the agency of Father Benedict), | 
were nevertheleſs very anxious to reſtore ger 


to her recollection. The phyſician, who had 

been ſent for, ſhook his head, and thought 

ſuch a fit, in Lady Harold's weak ſtate, might 

be attended with very ſerious conſequences ; 1 
yet ſaw no reaſon to believe ſhe would not re- 
cover —giving various orders, which had, 
after a time, the deſired effect; though ſhe - 


only regained her recollection to bewail the 1 
cnormity of her crimes. | 
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During this eri Jord Harold had not 


| bn ſparing of his invectives againſt the ſex. 


Clement had been too much abſorbed in 


his own reflections even to hear him. The 


Marquis, upon the ſame account, was equally 


inattentive. Meredith, like Lord Harold, 


though from very different motives, thought 


it was rather to be wiſhed the miſerable Ba- 
roneſs might not recover; While Monvel 


hoped ſhe would live to clear herſelf from the 
additional crime of having attempted to de- 
ſtroy the = had 0 baſely wronged. 


They were in this ſituation when "Clin 
knockedat the door ; and, upon being deſired 


to come in, ſhe told them the invalid had fo far 
recovered her recollection as to know the per- 
ſons about her, and had appeared very much 
ſurpriſed upon ſeeing Jeannette, who, having 


diſpoſed of her young charge, had come to 


aſſiſt the ladies, and had ſcarcely been leſs 


aſtoniſhed to recognize her former miſtreſs | in 


Lord Harold 8 are wife, {as 


} | | {- | cc Are 


OE 


accordingly. 
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a Are you incliged to ſee her? aſked the 


Marquis, turning to Clement.—< I think ſhe 


ought not to leave this houſe till ſhe has been 
confronted with that Madame Dubois and 
Father Benedict; {till I ſee no neceſſity for 
making a buſtle, or publiſhing the recent 
diſcover yr. 

« We ſhall be bettet able to decide when 
we have ſeen her, and heard what ſhe has to 
alledge in her defence, replied Clement, 
who, fearful his father would treat her too ſe- 


verely, followed him into the adjoining apart- 
ment. From what Lord Harold had faid, 


he chought ſhe was very poſſibly innocent of 


ſome of the moſt heinous crimes which had 
hitherto deen laid to her charge; and once 
ſatisfied in this point, he could determine 


1 
* 


Lodd Harold, Meredith, and Monvel ac- 


companied them into the ſaloon ;—the Ba- 


roneſs {till laid upon the ſofa, where ſhe had 
been placed, her head raiſed by the means of 
pillows, Her face was towards them, but 

5 1 2 50 =”. 
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her eyes were ſtill cloſed. The Marchionek 
. diſmiſſed all the female attendants, Jeannette 


excepted, upon their entrance ; and the Doc- 


tor, who was upon his knees holding volatiles 


to her noſtrils, roſe, and retreated, conſigning 
the bottle to Lady Auguſta. 


« How boo is this farce to be kept up, I 


ſhould like to know?“ cried Lord Harold. 

e This lady's fituation is a convincing 
proof, whatever may have been her errors,” 
ſaid Clement, that ſhe is not devoid of feel- 
ing; therefore let us reſpect what ſeems to 
indicate repentance.“ 


The ſound of his voice ſeemed to rouſe 
the Baroneſs, who, opening her eyes, made 
an effort to change her poſture. The Doc- 
tor adviſed her to lay ſtill a few minutes 
er 


ce Aye, do,” rejoined Lord Harold; « if 


18 can but obtain Lord Elleſmere's pity * by 


thele 


4 W. 
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theſe tragedy airs, they will anſwer ſome 
oo | 


6 Surely, my Link = interrupted Lady | 


Auguſta, * this is a refinement upon cruelty.” 


treatment.“ 
1 _ «Why, faith, my. Lady, I have no patience, 


guilty of, in ſuffering myſelf to become the 
dupe of ſuch a deſigning worffan, who could 
not content herſelf with one huſband, for- 


: into a belief that ſhe was a ſingle woman. 1 

. appeal to herſelf, whether Jever, till within the 

fe laſt hours, had any reaſon to ſuppoſe her 

8 the property of another man; yet either my 
fe, or Lord Elleſmere's, might have been ſa- 

if crificed to her abominable duplicity.“ 

be Baroneſs had once more cloſed her 


13 dervent 


The Marchioneſs was pleaſed with her 
| warmth, obſerving, © the Baroneſs's errors 
had brought their own puniſhment with them 
if they frequently expoſed her to ſuch unmanly 


when I reflect upon the folly I have been | 


ſooth ; ſo, to obtain a ſecond, deceived me 


* 
eyes; * the agitation her countenance un- 


+ 
% 
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derwent while Lord Harold was ſpeaking, 

plainly denoted ſhe underſtood what he faid. 
The Doctor had been mixing ſome drops, 
which he now preſented to her. They ap- 
peared to have the deſired effect; ſhe raiſed 


© herſelf till ſhe was able to flide off the ſofa, 


and make an attempt (it was no more, as 
' the was unable to advance) to fling herſelf at 


the feet of Clement, who ſtood at ſome diſ- 


tance, holding by the back of a chair, which 


was in conſtant motion, owing to his ex- 


treme agitation. Guefling what had been 


her intention, he faid, © Let me requeſt you 
would riſe, Madame de Grand-Pre; ſuch 
abject proſtration rather denotes fear than re- 


pentance. I have merely a few queſtions to 
aſk you, not relative to your connexion with 
Lord Harold, with whom you will ſoon be 
at liberty to renew your VOWS ; but reſpecting 
the inſtructions you gave your confidential 
friend, Madame Dubois. Your conduct to- 


wards me admits of no extenuation ; there 
fore don't inſult me by endeavouring to ex- 


, Cule what no circumſtances can ever palliate : 5 
[ EO 5 | : b ; 
| ut 


th 


— = 
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but I mean not to reproach, becauſe I con- 
ſider you beneath my anger ; therefore riſe, 
I repeat, and endeavourto compoſe yourſelf.” 


Lady Auguſta and Clara raiſed her be- 
tween them, and placed her once more upon 
the ſofa, Jeannette preſented her with 4 


glaſs of w water. 


% My eyes aid - ge deceive me,” he | 
whiſpered ; © though I little expected to have 
ſeen you here, Jeannette. How have I been 
impoſed upon! But my child my Maria— 
was it her that I ſaw © pe: 


— 


The faithful Swiſlch turned to her maſter, 


repeating what her former miſtreſs had ſaid, 


Well, you could have ata the 


queſtion,” replied Clement: © had Maria 


in my arms when her mother entered.” 
« Gracious God !” was all ſhe was able to 


utter, and ſunk once more, almoſt lifeleſs, 


upon the pillows. Lady Auguſta held the 
„ | 6: volatiles 


| 


A 
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volatiles to her noſtrils a violent burſt of tears 
gave relief to her fwelling heart, and ſhe once 


more attempted to addreſs Clement ; but 


ſpoke ſo low, that he could not diſtinguiſh 


what ſhe ſaid, at the diſtance he ſtood. Per- 
ceiving he did not ſeem inclined to advance, 


Lady Auguſta walked up to him, and gently 
drew him nearer the ſofa. Reſentment gave 


way to pity while he contemplated the hol- 


low eyes, pallid cheeks, and emaciated form 
of the woman he had once ſo ardently loved, 
who, before he could prevent her, funk once 


more at his feet. 


. 


cc « Spurn me from you, moſt amiable and 


moſt injured of men; you can't deſpiſe me 
more heartily than I do myſelf, I dare not 


even aſk your forgiveneſs, though a truer 


penitent never knelt for mercy : only tell me 
bow all this came to paſs. If I miſtake not, 


yourſelf upon me for a Mr. Davenport?“ 


— Clement, 


ou are the Earl of Elleſmere, the ſon. of the 
arquis and Marchioneſs of Ormond ;—ſuf- 
fer me therefore to enquire why you impoſed 


- 7 : — 
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cn who had been endeavouring to - "I 
raiſe her, from the moment ſhe had begun to 


ſpeak, with ſome difficulty accompliſhed his 
purpoſe, and, in a very few words, explained 


what had occaſioned. her ſurpriſe ; ; adding, 


he ſhould have preſumed her kind friends 


would have informed her of the viſit he had 
paid them, as Earl of Elleſmere :—her beha- 
viour had, however, convinced him ſhe was 
ignorant of his rank; he therefore hoped ſne 


was alſo innocent of two moſt daring attempts 
againſt his life and liberty, briefly detailing 


what had paſſed between him and the Du- 


bois? s; his reſolution in conſequence; . what 
had befallen him in his journey to Grand- 
Pre, and more recently i in the Convent of St. 
Mary. 0 : 54 Den: 


She let picture of horror during 


his very ſhort recital.— I appeal to that 
Judge, before whom ] expect ſo ſhortly to 


appear, my Lor d,” ſhe- exclaimed; « that I 
am innocent of the ſhocking conſpiracy ; 


but I ſhall ever conſider myſelf as even more 


> 
* 
5 


1 
| 
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guilty than the baſe wretches in whom T[ 
placed my confidence, to whom I attribute 
the horrid deeds you have been relating. But 


my wickedneſs led them into temptation; and, 
to ſecure their ill-begotten riches, they 
fought your life; but let me be confronted 
with the woman I ſuffered to delude me by 
her ſpecious arguments; alſo the Confeſſor 
and 'Abbeis. Let me hope my life may be 
prolonged for a ſhort time till I can juſtify 
myſelf, beyond a doubt, of ever having plan- 
ned the murder of the father of my child, 
wickedly as I abandoned them both; but 


may I, dare I, left I ſhould not live till morn- 


ing, requeſt to ſee and embrace the innocent 
infant, who would probably have been no 
more, had ſhe fallen into the hands of my 
_ pretended friend, who was to have adopted 
ker. 1 thought 1 had provided for her tis 
the only requeſt I dare make; Lord Elleſ- 


mere, ſuffer me to fee your child; I dare not 
call her mine; may ſhe never know the 


hundredth part of her mother's . leſt 


| ſhe Execrate her memory! edt E 
6 2 T he 
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The fervour of her entreaties brought tears 
into every female eye. Jeannette looked 


at her maſter, who ſaid, © Fetch the child.“ 


« She isin bed, and aſleep m muſt l 


« Bring her,” interrupting her 13 


c A thouſand thanks. moſt generous: at 


men; ſurely ſome dæmon, jealous of my fe- 


licity, aſſumed the ſhape wo my juvenile 


friend, to lead me into error.“ 


«© Now you have played with tolerable ſuc- 
ceſs upon the feelings of the man you have 


moſt injured, fair lady,” obtruded Lord 
Harold, „ pleaſe to inform me, and this 


honourable company, why you did me the 


honour to accept of my hand. a 


« You have certainly a right to reproach 
me with having deceived you, Lord Harold ; 
but I believe our faults, in that reſpect, to- 

wards each other I mean, were very reci- 
procal, * | 
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The return of Jeannette with the young 


Maria, who was half aſleep, prevented a re-. 
ply. The agitated mother opened her 


arms to receive her; but, contrary to her 


uſual cuſtom, the child, dither flartled by her 
| haggard looks, or viſible emotion, ſcreamed 
moſt violently, and clung to Jeannette in 


evident terror. 


* 


& Admire the force of natural inſtinct,“ 


cried the unfeeling Lord Harold ; the _ 


dreads her unnatural mother.” 

The Baroneſs burſt into tears; while Cle- 
ment, taking his daughter, endeavoured to 
footh her into compoſure, and to prevail upon 
her to kiſs her wretched mother; and had 


ſome difficulty to perſuade her to preſent her 


half averted face, while ſhe fondly hung round 


his neck, repeating her newly-acquired, fa- 


vourite word, papa. Her greateſt enemies 


could not have invented a ſeverer puniſhment 


for the miſerable woman, who acknowledged 
„ ſhe 
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ſne deſerved the hatred the lovely infant ap- — 
peared to feel for ger. 11 n 
Unwilling to torment his beloved Maria, 
Clement thought proper to diſmiſs her and 
Jeannette, not ſorry, perhaps, that his child 
had thus innocently re venged his cauſe. The 
Baroneſs, having rather recovered the freſh 
ſhock ſhe had undergone, without attempting 
to defend her conduct, recapitulated every 
thing of conſequence that had occurred from 
the time ſhe and Clement had parted at 
Chamberry; dwelling, with great fyrce, 
upon the miſery ſhe had endings ſince ſhe 


) had deviated from the paths of virtue and 
1 honour, without enlarging upon the intereſted 
{| conduct of Lord Harold: indeed taking, in 
r every reſpect, the blame upon herſelf; even 
4 forbearing to mention the well- invented fic- 
— tion he had related reſpecting Clement, at 
8 her friend's deſire, leſt it ſhould occaſion a 
t quarrel between them; and concluding by 


offering to ſend for my letter ſhe had res- 
ceived 
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| | ceived "Ro her confidante, from the moment t 
ſhe had left * N a a 
L The Marquis and Marchioneſs were pleaf- I 
| [ ed with her delicate forbearance, which con- P 
. vinced them ſhe had once been deſerving of 55 
f l their ſon's attachment. | Ss h; 
= 3 p 
| « We cannot, unfortunately, recal the 
| | ' paſt,” ſaid the Marchioneſs; © all that re- 
7 mains to do 1s, to form ſome prudent plan for * 
NF the furure. Theſe Dubois's, and their merce- ol 
1 nary agents, muſt be made examples of. I B 
| | would, therefore, propoſe the Baroneſs de * 
* Grand-Pre's remaining under this roof till L 
2 theſe wretches are brought to juſtice, and 
M | then retiring into a Convent till. the law RN 
M leaves her at liberty to renew. her engage- 
1 ments with Lord Harold; and as the leſs th 
this matter is canvaſſed over, the leſs likely ct 
it is to be miſrepreſented, I would adviſe her 7 WB. 
to retain her preſent title for a ſhort time:— " 
Lord Harold, I ſhould preſume, can have no * 
wi 


objection to her remaining under my protec- 
| N tion, 


EE 
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tion, as, literally ſpeaking, he can claim no 
authority over her; but as I muſt conſider 
him rather in the light of an injured perſon, 
I ſhould wiſtr our meaſures to meet his ap- 
probation. I therefore flatter myſelf neither 
you, Marquis, nor you, my beloved Clement, 


have any material objections to my pro- 


polal.” 2 


— 


Lord Ormond thought it both prudent and 


conſiderate; his ſon and Lord Harold were 


of the ſame opinion. The latter hoped the 
Baroneſs was ſenſible that the only way to 
retrieve her character would be to follow 
Lady ee advice. | ; 

In one 4 bh; excepted, my Lord,” 
ſhe replicd : © I mean to be ſolely guided by 
the advice of the truly reſpectable Mar- 

chioneſs of Ormond; but as I will not, a 8 


ſecond time, deceive you, without wiſhing to 
recriminate, as I ſhall ever conſider myſelf as 


much the moſt to blame, I muſt inform you, | 


were I at liberty” to-morrow, I would not \ 


again 


* 
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again accept of your hand. I truſt I have not 


long to live; but be that as it may, if I once 


enter the gates ofa Convent, never more will 


I mix with the world. At preſent I conſider 
myſelf at Lord and Lady Ormond's orders, 
2nd feel more gratitude than I can expreſs, at 
being permitted to take up my abode even 


for a few days under the ſame roof with my 


daughter ; but when we part to-night, my 
Lord, we part for ever. I muſt therefore re- 


queſt you would deliver the few valuables I 
poſſeſs to my worthy friend Monvel, who 


will diſcharge my female attendant; as I 
ſhould not wiſh to 2 het into this 
family, ſituated as I am.' 


« ] cannot abſolutely blame you,” faid 


Lord Harold, „for I believe I have not 
made you the beſt of huſbands; and I muſt 


acknowledge you have ſpared me more 


than I deſerved in your recital ; and you may 


depend upon my not expoling you in my 
turn. If Mr. Monvel will go home with 


me, I will put every thing that belongs to 
you under his care, and chen turn my back 
5 | 09 


„ 


Do 
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on Avignon. You, my Lord,” tuming to 
the Marquis, © may attribute my departure 
to whatever cauſe you think moſt likely- to 
conceal the real one; and ſo, Maria, I wiſh 
you better, and that, for both. our ſakes, we 
had never met. Lord Elleſmere, your 


band: — for though I acknowledge, when 1 
thought Thad parted with my liberty, I would 
have ſtuck at nothing to obtain a rich wife, I 


never meant to rob another man of his. 


Don't ſpare theſe Dubois's; for, not to men- 


tion their murderous intentions, they are 
more to blame than the mother of your child. 
Edwin, adieu! Mr. Monvel, J am at your 


I 


orders.” „ 


Cent readily took his proffered hand; 


and, after a general bow to the reſt of the 


party, he made his exit. The Marquis, Cle- 
ment, and Meredith withdrew into the ad- 
joining apartment, The Marchionefs hinted 
her wiſhes to the phyſician, who, readily tax- 
ing her hint (though he had not underſtood a 
word thathad palied, ſtillhe had gueſſed ſome- 

oy, 


1 


136 EIL. L ES ME RE. 


thing g very extraordinary had occurred) affared pe 
her ſhe might depend upon his diſcretion. he 
Her women had received a fimilar caution M 


| | when ſhe diſmiſſed them. An apartment de 
was ordered to be prepared for Lady m 


Harold, whither the Marchioneſs and her m 

young friends, attended by Jeannette, ac- H 

companied her, as ſoon as they were informed co 
1 it was ready. FL. +211 an 
| | | me 
1 While ſhe was undreſſing, ſhe preſented a ha 
ij key to Lady Ormond, telling her it belonged ha 
F to her writing-box, which ſhe requeſted cu 
| might be given to Lord Elleſmere the mo- 1 
40 ment Monvel returned, as it contained all the me 
; bl letters ſhe had mentioned, and an exact ac- WW V< 
I count of the money ſhe had received for her Iv 
5 eſtates, what ſhe had beſtowed upon the Du- | 
lit bois's, with every thing he ought to be coal bar 
bl ned with. 85 0 bee 
li f f 
| The Marchioneſs promiſed to deliver the as 1 
if key and her meſſage, and was leaving the wit 
if room when the invalid recalled her, to im- Wo: 
1 part 


ſ 
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part a ſudden thought which had come acroſs 
i her mind. Suppoſe, my Lady, was to ſend for 
. Madame Dubois; ſhe cannot learn my acci- 
A dental meeting with Lord Elleſmere before y 
ö my meſſenger en reach her. I will ſub- 
J mit what I mean to write to your inſpection. 
; Her huſband, according to the Earl's ac- 
3s count, is not in a condition to travel but I 


am convinced ſhe would join me here at a 
moment's warning; and I ſhall feel much 
: happier when you are ſenſible how baſely ſhe 


i has deceived me: ſhe may then be taken into 
cuſtody to anſwer for her atrocious crimes, 
. without any farther delay. Pray propoſe the 
matter to the Marquis and the Earl; and, | 
I veak as I am, if they approve of my plan, | 
I will endeavour to write her a few lines.” | 
5 "HY will mention your wiſhes to my huſ- 
band and fon, as they meet my warmeſt ap- 


5 


probation ; but I muſt not allow you to ex- 
hauſt yourſelf, Remember we all conſider you 
| as much to be pitied as blamed: the lenity 
wich which you treated Lord Harold, was 
IU worthy the Baroneſs de Grand-Pre ; becaule, 
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from the known character of the man, ra 
ſenſible you were the dupe of his ſpecious 


arts. Conſider yourſelf as perfectly at home. 


I ſhall now leave you with theſe young ladies, 


who are at preſent under my protection. One 


of my women ſhall fit up with you; and I truſt 


an illneſs, originating in remorſe and diſap- 
Pointment, will find its own cure in the ſin- 
cere n you gave ſuch proofs of this 
evening. 


As ſoon as ſhe joined the gentlemen, the 


Marchioneſs repeated all that had pailed be- 


tween her and the Baroneſs de Grand-Pre. 
They all approved of ſending for Ma- 
dame Dubois. As for the key of her 
writing-box, Clement deſired it might be re- 
turned to her, not conceiving himſelf at all 
intereſted in the accounts ſhe mentioned, as 
he meant to renounce every claim the law 
gave him upon her fortune- the next 
morning; becauſe, meaning to ſue immedi- 
ately for a divorce, he could not conceive 


himſelf entitled to any part of her money, and 
his 
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his Janghter would be amply oravided for 
without having recourſe to her mother. 


, Monvel returned with the writing-box, and 
: a few other ſmall articles of value, before the 
t Marquis could expreſs his approbation of his 
ſon's plan; and was informed of the Ba- 
roneſs's intentions reſpecting Madame Du- 
8 bois, which he thought ſhe ought to oe: al- 
lowed to put in execution. 1 


« We are of the ſame opinion, my good 
fiend,” faid Clement; © but as the Baroneſs 
may have many queſtions to aſk you, and 
many matters of buſineſs to ſettle with _ 
you, I think you had better ſee her imme- 
diately, if ſhe has no objection. You, my 
dear Madam, turning to his mother, « will 
be ſo kind as to aſk her the queſtion.” 

Lady Ormond retired for that purpoſe, 
while Clement proceeded—<© You will, if 
permitted to ſee her, my dear Monvel, re- 
queſt, in my name, that ſhe would conſider ' < 
herſelf at 2 liberty to diſpoſe of all ſhe 

pPooſſeſſes, 
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poſſeſſes, to whom, and how ſhe pleaſes. To- 


morrow I will make a formal renunciation of 
what I do not even conſider as my right; but 


the law at preſent, I know, ſuppoſes me niaſ- 


ter of her property. I would alſo with you 
to aſſure her, that if ſhe prefers immediately 
retiring into a Convent, or elſewhere, to con- 
tinuing under my father's roof, ſhe need only 
conſult her own inclinations in that, and every 
other par ticular; as 1 have no doubt but! 
Mall be able to proſecute, and even puniſh the 
Dubois's without her being confronted with 
them. I would not have the Baroneſs write to 
the wretch who has ſo baſely deceived her, 
except it would afford her any ſatisfaction to 


ſee her; the correſpondence which has paſſ- 


ed between them, might be of ſervice to me, 


and that I rather preſume ſhe will have no 


objections to entruſt me with.“ 

Monvel acquieſced in all his wiſhes, and was 
ſoon conducted into the Baroneſs's apartment, 
with whom he found only Jeannette, who was 
giving her, at her earneſt requeſt, an acoount 


WU 
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of Clement 8 e after he Lend con- 


vinced ſhe had deſerted him. Her ſelf-re- | 
proaches knew no bounds when ſhe learned 
| her, duplicity and infidelity had nearly coſt 


him his life; and the meſſage Monvel had to 
deliver was ill calculated to reſtore her peace 
of mind. 


8 is the beſt, moſt conſiderate, and : 
moſt generous of men ! p? ſhe exclaimed. — 
« How you- muſt deſpiſe me, Monvel, and 


how unworthy I ever was of ſuch a huſband ! 
But I muſt write to that gend who contri- 


buted, in a great meaſure, to render me the 


guilty, abandoned wretch I am. Lord 


Elleſmere will, I am convinced, ſee my letter 
forwarded, ſo as to anſwer the deſired end. 

I know he never coveted my fortune: I will 
diſpoſe of it, and I hope in ſuch a manner as 
will meet his approbation. But we will talk 
of this another time : I am ſenſible I have not 
long to live, and own it is my earneſt wiſh 


to breathe my laſt ſigh under his father's 


roof. Though I never . to ſee him 
more, 
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4 more, I ſhall feel fab fatisfaRtion chat we 
are inhabitants of the ſame houſe. Can ! ſtill 


love a man, you will ſay, whom I could ſo 
willingly abandon ? ] repeat I do —even more 


fervently than when I gave him my hand, — 
I have had full time allowed me to contraſt 
his virtues with Lord Harold's vices; and 


his conduct towards me this evening has ren- 


dered him dearer to me than ever. But 
TI lofe time; procure me writing materials 


1 vane 


| | | : a a 5 : A - 

Theſe were ſoon brought, and ſhe fat up 
to write a few lines to her ſuppoſed friend, but 
who was her greateſt enemy; and when ſhe had 


concluded her letter, ſhe put it into Monvel's 


hand, who thought it would have the de- 
ſired effect, as ſhe laid great ſtreſs upon her ill- 


neſs, hinting that this would probably be their 


laſt interview on this ſide the grave, Wiſh- 


ing her now to endeavour to take ſome re- 


5 poſe, he took his leave of her for the night, 
carrying down with him all Madame Dubois's 


letters, - and the one te had ſo recently 
wrote, 


I; 


la 
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mrote, which was immediately ſent off by the 5 
Marquis's own man, who was to inform the | 
lady he was ſent to fetch, that he had very 
lately entered the ſervice of Lord and LY 

Harold. | 


Neither Fas” Auguſta nor her friend | 
choſe to join the family party at {ſupper ;— 
and though eaca pitfed, neither could ex- 
cuſe the Baroneſs. Among the family, 
it was agreed every thing fhould re- 
main 77 Aati quo till the arrival of Madame 
Dubois, who, there no longer remained a 
doubt, had forged the letter which enticed 
Clement 1nto the Monaſtery, where ſhe had, 


it ſhould appear, ſucceſsfully perſonated her 


friend; and the Earl's firſt misfortune was 
ſuppoſed to originate from the fame ſource, 
Of the Baroneſs's recovery, her phyſician 

give them no hopes; and the Marchioneſs 
fad her much worſe, inſtead of better, the 
following day. 


VOL, , - M . 


# 194 „ ELLE EK . 
Lady Auguſta and Clara became her nurſes 

and companions ; and as her only pleaſure. 

conſiſted in talking of the man ſhe dared no 


\ 


4 * 
/ 
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never marry again ; and ſuppoſe he did, he 


other woman he had, by her account, felt for 
Madame de Grand-Pre ; but his eſteem 
|» - would be preferable to any other man's love. 


* 


% 


Lady Ormond ied mean a very long letter 
to the Earl of Greville, which ſhe had diſ- 
patched expreſs the day after Lady Auguſta's 
arrival at Avignon; and the Marquis had 
intereſted the Vice Legate (to whom he had 
| confided, under the ſeal of ſecrecy, the re- 
cent events in his own family) in the fate of 

Clara di St. Amori, and that Nobleman had 

promiſed to bring her parents to conſent to 
the Marchioneis's wiſh of adopting their 
daughter. He had alſo aſſured his Lordſhip 
he would take the moſt active meaſures to 
_: bring 


longer call her huſband, the former was never 4 
tired of liſtening to her diſcourſe, though ſhe | 
thought it was very probable the Earl would 


would never feel the ſame paſſion for any 
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bring Father Benedict, and the Abbeſs of St. 

Mary, to juſtice; who, though ſubjects of 
the King of Sardinia, were, being members of 
the Church, amenable to the Papal Tribunal ; 
at Avignon; and, as Madame Dubois's of- 
fence came under the cognizance of the ſame * 

judges, being conſidered as the inſtigator of 

E their crimes; ſhe was to be taken into cuſtody 

| as ſoon as ſhe, had ſeen the Baroneſs, admitting 

the did or did not plead 9 Tj — 


a the ben who: had been hw into 9 
r Switzerland, -was not expected to return .un= _- | | 
: der a week at the ſooneſt, Clement .and 3 
Meredith viſited Nimes and Montpelier - 
d during the interval, the former wiſhing to 

d be at home as little as poſſible while the 
Baroneſs continued an inmate of his father's 

of | houſe; though ſhe never left her apartment, 

d where, except when ſhe had buſineſs to tranſ- 

o act with Monvel, ſhe enjoyed the conſtant 

ir ſociety of. the amiable Auguſta, and more 
» | lively Clara, and ſometimes ſaw the young 
Maria during .the daily viſits of her fond ho” 
grandmother, 
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CHAP. VEL. 
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*s 1 
1 HREE days after he left Avignon, the 
Marquis's valet arrived at Rolles, and pro- 
ceeded immediately to Mr. Dubois's. As 
the moſt trivial circumſtance was now ſuf- 
ficient to alarm this guilty couple, Madame, 
upon ſeeing an Engliſhman alight at her door, 


flew to her huſband's apartment, giving or- 
ders to be denied to every body. Her terror 


rather ſubſided upon learning that the ſtranger 


had brought her a letter, which the had no 


ſooner opened, than the meſſenger was ſunr- 
moned into the ſick room, where Dubois lay 


the victim of his own treachery, and the 


Monk's ſpirit of revenge, as to him he owed 
his wounds. | as 
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1 How i is my dear Counteſs ?” exclaimed 
the apparently e OR we, 


The ſervant ſhook his head, 101 thought | 
| a _ would have apprized her of his 


“Sure ſhe was not in any immediate WO | 
aan, i, >  — 
cc The phyſicians ſeemed to fear ſhe was,” 
A5 he replied, according to the inſtructions ge 
il. had received; and the now diſconſolate friend 
e, diſmiſſed him to partake of what refreſnments 5 
or, the houſe afforded, while ſhe reperuſed her 3 
r- dear Counteſs's letter, and ſoon, with the en- 5 
or tire approbation of her dying huſband, deter- 
zer mined to return with the ſervant, in hopes of 
no fl extorting the title- deeds, which had been ſo 
m. | prudently withheld, from her dying friend. A 
lay plauſible ſtory concerning the child was ſoon 
the Y framed ; her reſolution was immediately made 
el known to her houſehold; and within two 

hours after the meſſenger's arrival, they were 
upon the road to Geneva, from whence the 


* 1 man, 
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man, in purſuance of his orders, diſpatched an 


expreſs to the Marquis, to let him know when 
he might expect the lady he was ſent to fetch. 


Clement and Meredith had returned to din- 
ner on the very day it was preſumed ſhe 


would arrive, if no accident intervened to re. 


tard her progreſs. 


The Baroneſs had been informed of the 


ſucceſs of her ſtratagem the moment the ex- 


preſs arrived; and having expreſſed great 


anxicty to have Clement, the Marquis, and 
Monvel, if poſſible, unſeen. witneſſes of the 


converſation between her and this falſe 


friend, it was agreed they ſhould take their 


ſtations in a claſet which communicated with | 
the receſs in which her bed (according to the 
faſhion of the country) ſtood, and was only 
ſeparated from the head of it by a partition, 


merely formed by the hangings, by which 


means, let them ſpeak ever ſo low, they muſt 


underſtand every word they uttered. 


Madame de 1 had declined, with a 


rapidity which had even aſtoniſhed her phyſi- 
| clan, 
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clan, from the time the had fo unexpectedly 


ſeen Clement and her daughter: the bitter | 


reflection, that ſhe was for ever ſeparated 


from a man for whom ſhe now felt a ſenti- 
ment amounting to adoration, haſtened her 


_ diſſolution. To obtain a diſgracetul title, 8 


ſne had rendered herſelf an abject criminal, 
and was, too late, ſenſible of the E 
proverb, Honeſty i is the beſt policy,” when 
ſhe conſidered what would have been, and 
what was, her fituation ; ſhe had therefore no 
wiſh to live, as all her proſpects of worldly 


ha ppineſs were cloſed for ever. For the laſt 


two days ſhe had not quitted her bed, and was 
reduced fo low, that the Marchioneſs much 
doubted her long ſurviving this intereſting 
interview, which the whole family looked 8 
forward to as the commencement of the vile 
Madame Dubois's puniſhment ; though the 
Marquis, fearful his ſon would be inclined to 
ſhew the vile woman more lenity than he 
juſtly thought ſhe deſerved, had not men- 
tioned the conſultations he had held with the 
Vice Legate, nor the meaſures he had taken 
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to have her weed as ſoon as ſhe had ſeen 
the Baroneſs, which he thought abſolutely 
neceſſary, conſidering the enormity of her 
crimes, 


They were {till at table, when the ſound of 


a poſtillion's whip announced the approach of 
the expected viſiter. Clara, properly dreſſ- 
ed for the occaſion, being to perſonate Lady 
Harold's attendant, ran down to receive her 
in one of the lower rooms, where ſhe was 
conducted upon her alighting, and inſtantly 


exclaimed, * How is your Lady ? Conduct 
me to her this moment; I have thought 


every minute an age ſince I left home !“ 


Clara, taking up one of the lights, pre- 
pared to lead the way, knowing the gentle- 
men had gone to take their ſtations when ſhe 
left the company; merely ſaying, in reply to 


her numerous queſtions, «© My Lady is very 


indifferent, Madame,” and preceded her up 
ſtairs. 


* 


c Bleſs 
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e Bleſs me, child, you quite alarnzime-!! 
How long have 1 Ne in the Counteſs 37 
ſervice?“ 1 : 2 $6412-8716 0s 


Their arrival at the room door gave Clara 


an opportunity of evading an anſwer to this 


queſtion. She opened it very ſoftly, and ap- 


proaching the bed, announced Madame Du- 
bois, putting aſide the curtain while ſhe 
ſpoke, abſolutely horror-ſtruck upon perceiv- 
ing the wonderful alteration the unfortunate 


Baroneſs's countenance had undergogg ſince 


they parted.— The aſficted friend was for 
ſome time unable to addreſs the woman ſhe 
was but too conſcious ſhe had done her ut- 


moſt endeavours to render both criminal and 
miſcrable, and who was but juſt able to arti- 
culate, Give me a few Hope, Clara; 2 | 


may then leave the room.“ | 


While Clara was obeying her orders, the 


feeling Madame Dubois was able to expatiate 
upon the dreadful ſhock ſhe had ſuſtained, — 
The Baroneſs requeſted ſhe would not afflict 
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herſelf; and thanked her for ſo ſpeedily obey- 

ing her ſummons. Clara, . having placed \ 
an arm-chair. for the viſiter, made her 
exit, and returned to the Marchioneſs and 
Lady Auguſta, who remained in the ſaloon, 0 
while the gentlemen, ſcarcely daring to Y 
breathe, left they ſhould alarm the culprit, 


- had taken their places at the bed's head. A d 
ſilence of a few minutes prevailed after Clara n 
had left the room, the viſiter being too much te 


abſorbed in grief to ſpeak, and the Baroneſs 
too much ſhocked by her hypocriſy to ad- g 
dreſs her. At laſt ſummoning all her re- th 
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| maining ſtrength to her aſliſtance, ſhe aſked ſu 
| « How is my daughter, and how does e 

4 huſband ?” ro 

te The ſweet babe i is in verſed health, my le, 

beloved friend ; but allow me a few minutes _ 

to recover my ſcattered ſenſes. Why did yo 

not you ſend for me ſooner ?” 181 

4 foreſaw how much you would be af- of 


Aided,” was the reply; «© but J am oy” to ve 
hear my * is well. "TY 


60 Had 
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8 Had I dared, I would have brought her 
with me ; but though ſhe has always paſſed 
for mine in our neighbourhood, ] was afraid 
her reſemblance o you might create ſuſpi⸗ 
cions in Lord Harold's mind very inimical to 
your repoſe.” 
«© You acted with your accuſtomed. pru- 
dence. But you have dot-mentioned Jean- 
nette 1n- your late letters ;—do you continue 


to retain her as Maria's nurſe ?” 

oy Undoubtedly, my beſt friend ; the good 
girl is a prodigious favourite of mine, and 
thinks. 1 amply provided for, . can aſ- 
ſure . 

56 am ſatisfied he does,” replied the Ba- 
ronels, rather impatiently : ce but have you 
{een Mr. Davenport lately?“ 

Never ſince his firſt viſit; but, as I wrote 
you word, I have ſtrong reaſons to believe he 
is ſome where concealed i in the neighbourhood 
of Grand-Pre. My huſband has met with a 
very bad accident lately, which, God. knows, 

I rather attribute to the wretch you mention.“ 


— 
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* However wronged he may have a right 
to think himſelf, why ſhould he ſeek Mr. Du- 
gavehim ſome 


bois'slife, except that gentleman g 


provocation which I am unacquainted with? 
Jou are acquainted with every ſyl- 

lable, my dear friend, that ever paſſed between 
Mr. Dubois and the low fellow, who, finding 
himſelf, as we ſuppoſe, offended becauſe we 


treated him with proper ſpirit, overtook my 


huſband as he was returning home, about A 
fortnight ago, between light and dark, and 
ſtabbed him twice with a poniard. But I don't. 
affirm he was the aſſaſſin; only he threatened 
to make us repent when we refuſed to tell 


him where you were, and I know not whom 
elle to ſuſpect: however, Mr. Dubois is for- 
tunately in a fair way of recovery. But pray 
how is Lord Harold? 1 have not ſeen him 
ſince my arrival.“ | : 


« He is not at home, which I conſider as 


very fortunate, having many things to con- 


ſult with you about, which I am afraid I ſhall 


not live to ſee executed.“ 


«F For 
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« For Heaven” s fake don't talk of dying, 
if you mean me to retain my ſenſes. You 
know you may command my ſervices; and 
depend upon my diſcretion. The Almighty 
vill ſpare you to my prayers; but you muſt 
not think of returning into Switzerland to 
ſettle your affairs, as you once intended, if 

you have any regard for your reputation: 
for ſhould that fellow ſpring up, and aſſert 
his pretended claims, there is no foreſeeing 
the miſchief that would enſue. Mr. Dubois 
and myſelf are therefore fully of opinion, that 
your beſt method will be to empower us to 
receive the money you have made payable to 
Monvel; and then, ſhould what I fo much 
dread, happen—ſhould we loſe you, my be- 
loved friend, we could ſettle every thing with 
my Lord, without your name being any 
more called in queſtion ; and you would thus 
be enabled to make whatever addition you _ 
chuſe to my daughter's fortune. At all events, 

I muſt requeſt you would immediately put 
the title-deeds of that part of your eſtate you 
have already appropriated to her i into my 
hands; 


—_ -: ELLESMERE. 


hands; for, ſhould any thing befal you, he 
might be deprived of her inheritance.” | 

« That is what I am particularly anxious 
to prevent, my friend. I am conſcious I 


have already injured her beyond the power of 


reparation : in ſome reſpects, you have up- 
held me in my criminality ; therefore are not, 
in my opinion, entitled to the e unbounded truſt 


you ſolicit.” 


Enraged at the Baroneſs's implied diſtruſt : 


ſhe vehemently demanded, —*© Do you doubt 
my honour, Lady Harold, or more. properly, 
Mrs. Davenport ? Have I concealed your 
imprudence, to be upbraided with having up- 
held you in your criminality ? And would you 
now dare to retract the obligations you en- 
tered into, and the promiſes you inade us? 
However, one word is as good as ten thou- 
ſand; you either give me the power I ſolicit, 
and deliver up the deeds you have hitherto 
ſuſpiciouſly withheld, or Lord Harold ſhall 
be made acquainted with your former engage- 
ment before he ſleeps : you have only to de- 
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e = cide. If you do your duty, r upon my 
doing mine.” 


T he Baronch, quite exhauſted, had ſunk 
down in bed, and was ſcarcely able to deſire 
her to ring the bell. Madame Dubois obeyed 
her, and ſhe continued“ I ſent for you ta 
do my duty, which is to deliver you into the 
hands of the man you have twice ſought to 
murder. 


While ſhe was ſpeaking, the Marquis, 
Clement, and Monvel ruſhed into the room 
at one door, and Lady Auguſta, Fun and 
Jeannette, at the other. 


A 


Madame Dubois's «a upon finding 


f herſelf thus ſuddenly ſurrounded, may eaſily 
, be imagined. Screaming with a degree of 
) terrific violence, ſhe would, had ſhe been 
permitted, have haſtened out of the room, 


but was prevented by Monvel ; while the 
Marquis, anxious to deliver her into the hands 

of juſtice, ran down - ſtairs, and ſending 
for 
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for a hackney chair, proceeded, without FRG 
lay, to the Palace. Clement had not ſeen 


his wife ſince the evening they had firſt met; 
as he had been the laſt to leave the cloſet, he 
remained the neareſt the bed, the curtains of 
which were undrawn, and two wax lights 
were ſtanding upon a. table at a ſmall diſ- 


tance. Having fixed his eyes, for a few mi- 


nutes, upon the wretch who had ſo effectually 
undermined his domeſtic felicity, he turned 


towards the mother of his daughter, who had 


raiſed herſelf as high as ſhe could upon her 
pillow; to catch a parting look at the man ſhe 
conſidered as more than mortal. She was ſo 


much altered within this ſhort period, and 


gaſped ſo viſibly for breath, that he foreſaw 
he ſhould not have occaſion to ſue for a ſe pa- 
ration; and no longer remembering her 
frailties, he wiſhed to ſpeak peace to her de- 
parting ſpirit. She perceived his emotion, 


and endeavoured to ſpeak; but could not 


make herſelf underſtood. She looked at 


Lady Auguſta, who. inſtantly approached, 
and leaned over the bed for a minute ;— 
then 


»- wo 
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then raiſing her head, ber eyes ſwimming i in 
tears, and unable to ſpeak, ſhe made C lement 


a ſign to advance. Exceſſively agitated, he 


complied with her wiſhes; the feeble hand, 


which laid out of the bed, was moved 


Lady Auguſta, gueſſing her meaning, put it 
into Clement's, who, gently preſſing it, leaned 
down towards the invalid, to conceal his in- 


creaſing emotion, who rather breathed than 


whiſpered in his ear, Can you, beſt and 


moſt beloved of men, ſay you forgive me. 


once aſſured of your pardon, I ſhall willingly, 
nay thankfully, reſign my breath.” 
« I do do, from the very bottom of my 


foul,” enforcing his words by a tender kiſs 


upon her parched lips; and no longer able 
to reſtrain his feelings, ſcarcely indeed know- 
ing what he did, he threw himſelf into the 
chair Madame Dubois had quitted upon his 
entrance. A faint ſmile irradiated the coun- 
tenance of the dying penitent, who, follow- 
ing him with her eyes, would have called 
down a bleſſing upon him and his daughter, 
but utterance was denied her; and a few ſe- 

conds 


. 
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conds cloſed the ſcene of her! worldly ex- 


iſtence! 


Lady Auguſta had, like Clement, retreated 
from the bed : Jeannette was therefore: the 
firſt who made the diſcovery, and turning to- 


wards her maſter, exclaimed, in an accent of 


terror, © All is over ſhe is gone for ever! 
There, wretch !” looking at Madame Du- 
bois, © I hope you are fatisfied : now tis you 
who have murdered her; you belied the beſt 


of huſbands ; to her I know you did, or ſhe 


>-x70uld never have acted as ſhe has done ;—no 
puniſhment is bad enough for you; for you 
can never know, hard- hearted. as you. are, 
what you have made my Lord and my poor 
miſtreſs feel !” 


During her reproaches, Clement quitted 
the room, and running down ſtairs, ſhut him- 
ſelf into one of the parlours, to pay the tri- 
bute he could not refuſe to the memory of the 
miſguided, ſelf-deceived woman, from whom 

; "= 
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he once hoped to derive a great ſhare of his - 
worldly W 


Mr. ae chinking it alſo neceſſary 0 
retire, requeſted Madame Dubois, (whom, 
like Jeannette, he conſidered as the ultimate E 

occaſion of the late affecting parting, of 
which he had not been an unconcerned ſpec- 
tator) would allow him to attend her into if 
another room. She made no objections; = 
he therefore conducted her into one of the: | 
lower apartments, where he was immediately 
joined by Meredith, who did not chuſe to in- 
trude upon his couſin at ſuch a moment, but | 
who was, nevertheleſs, particularly anxious ta * 
prevent this female Machiavel from eſcaping, 
and wondered, not knowing where he was * 
gone, that the Marquis ſhould have abſented _ 


d himſelf at ſuch a moment. 

5 For once, fair lady, faid the exaſperated | 
e Steward, © you are caught in your own tails ; 
n and though not in the Monaſtery of St. Mary, | 
& © 1 cruſt we ſhall be able to retain you a pri- 


ſoner, 
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ſoner, till you are confronted with Father 


Benedict, and the Lady Abbeſs, whom you 
bribed to further your iniquitous ſchemes. — 
What a pity the Baroneſs did not empower 


you to receive the money {till due from the 


purchaſers of her eſtates! How amply you 
would have provided for your adopted 
daughter! What a pity you could neither 
murder her nor her father! but as your kind 
intentions can be n your want of ſucceſs 
won't avail you.” | 

« And do you ſuppoſe, Mr. Steward, I 


ſhall remain in this houſe to put up with your 


inſults? Who accuſes me of thecrimes you hint 
at? The Baroneſs, I ſuppoſe, made her own 
peace with Lord Elleſmere by placing her 
infidehty to my account ; but what Court of 
Juſtice can condemn me for her criminalicy ? 
Where is Lord Harold—why is not he 
brought forward? He can exculpate me, in a 
great meaſure, even in Lord Elleſmere's eyes, 
who, I am ſenſible, has been greatly wronged; 

and it was for that reaſon both Mr. Dubois 
and myſelf wiſhed the Baroneſs would have 


. | | made 
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made over the remainder of her property to 
us, that we might have reſtored 1 it to the real 
owner.“ | | 

« How conſiderate ! 2 replied the Steward. 
« T only wonder, in that caſe, you did not 


exhort your miſguided friend to repentance, 


inſtead of threatening to betray her to Lord 
Harold, who told Lord Eileſmere at parting, 
you were more to blame (your murderous in- 
tentions apart) than the mother of his 
daughter. But ſince you all of a ſudden pro- 
feſs ſuch friendſhip for the low fellow, as you 
termed him, the Ear], why accuſe him of at- 


tempting to aſſaſſinate your huſband ? Now, 


ſhall I tell you who wounded him?“ 
« ] ſhould not have gueſſed you were ſo 


A 


well acquainted with the perpetrator of ſo 


horrid a deed, Sir; I only ſpoke at random 
to the Baroneſs.” 

« Indeed ; why then, had you ned the 
crime upon Father Benedict, you would have 
come nearer the truth.“ Se 

Her countenance aſſumed a cadaverous 
hue, while ſhe ſtammered out, © I don't know 


Who 
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who you mean by. Father Benedict ; we have 


no Convents, conſequently no Friars, in Swit- 
zerland.” 


ce A very juſt remark, „ faid Meredith ; — 


ce but there are ſuch places in Savoy, and a 
Monaſtery of St. Mary at Chamberry. Was 
you ever there, Madame ? I know your me- 
mory is rather treacherous.“ 
« Never, to my knowledge, - 7 ag 
& Good again, cried the Steward 
were you privy to a letter appointing me 
to meet the Baroneſs de Grand-Pré there?“ 
« No really, Mr. Monvel ; I certainly 
was in ſome of the ſecrets of the deceaſed; 
but I was not —— with the appoint- 
ment you mention.” 
I We ſhall be a better judge of that whew' 
you are in the preſence of the Friar : we 
know who wounded your huſband ,” rejoined 
Meredith. 1 
« Yes, yes; and if you perſiſt in denying 
your guilt, there is a way. of teaching you to 


avow it at Avignon, obſerved the Steward; 
| 25 and 
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cc and chan may force you to confeſs your 
crimes.” 

cc Calan gentlemen P defy my g ordateſt 
enemies to Scud me of any thing more than 


imprudence in conniving at my friend's 1 


guilt. I agree I concealed her abode, and 
cn engagement, from Lord Elleſmere, 
and that I did not inform her he had removed 
her daughter from Chamberry ; but why was 

I ſo complaiſant? In the firſt place, to prevent 

a duel between the two Noblemen ; and, in 
the next, to reſerve ſome ſmall remnant. of 


her property for the child ſhe had aban- 


doned.” g - 
« There's for you! !” ſaid the Steward: — 
% Why, you would almoſt perſuade us you 
were actuated by the moſt generous motives, 
If you could but get over having attempted 
to aſſaſſinate Lord Elleſinere near Grand- 
Pre, and having inveigled him, by means of a 5 
forged letter, to Chamberry, you might eſcape 
puniſhment at laſt,” = | 
As I ſaid before, Mr. Monvel, 1 was. 
never criminal—merely too indulgent, too 
| anxious 
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anxious to conceal the errors of my unfortu- 
4 nate friend: ſhe is no more; and I ſuppoſe 
'1 Lord Elleſmere holds the tile-deeds I wiſhed 
= to ſecure for her daughter, which is better 
Ss than if they had been given up to me. Mr, 
1 Dubois purchaſed the rents of that part of 
| her eſtate, for our joint lives; this you know 
to be a fat, Mr. Monvel ; the Baroneſs her- 
ſelf told you that, and 1 claim no more:—God 
forbid I ſhould enrich myſelf at wy bak 
expence!“ 

1 And pray what might you advance to e 
13 make this ſtrange purchaſe, which did not 

'F even entitle you to hold the deeds which con- ¶ nu 
ſtituted your only ſecurity for the income you | de! 
have lately enjoyed? What receipt have you bar 
got to ſhew ? But this is a point you will ſet- del 
4 tle with Lord Elleſmere ; he nobly renounced FM Mi 
| I all his claims to the late Baroneſs's fortune the © up 
| moment he diſcovered a rival had ſuperſeded of! 
him in her affections; 'twas thoſe he coveted— i be 
not her riches. But ſhe has, I know, made 
him her ſole executor, and his daughter's 


guardian; therefore you muſt convince him 
of 
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of the legality of this purchaſe you hint at, 
before I pay you any more rent for the Caſtle 
or its dependancies ;—bur you had better ſtick 
to your former ſtory ; for if you acknowledge 
Lord Elleſmere was your friend's huſband; 2 
you invalidate your purchaſe that moment, 
becauſe he did not ſanction the action.?“ 

« Lord Elleſmere is too generous to diſ- 
pute what originated in the power he gave 
his wife. I kept his ſecret while it was ne- 
ceſſary; and I am certain he will never re- 
yoke a generous deed of my late friend's,” 

« Well, I give you credit for your inge- 
nuity,” ſaid Monvel: « if you can but 
defend yourſelf as well when brought to the 
bar, you will certainly fare. better than you 
deſerve, However, I hope you will excuſe 
Mr. Meredith and me leaving you to reflect 
upon what I ſaid concerning the Monaſtery 
of St. Mary I ſhould be ſorry you ſhould 
be unprepared when called upon; and I 
can't tell how ſoon that may be, as it depends 
upon the Marquis of Ormond and Lord 
Elleſmere,” following Meredith out, andk lock- 
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ing the door after him, obſerving he might 


have found worſe reaſons for her gs 


Clara came 3 dom the dne jun as 


they were preparing to aſcend them, calling 
out, Do you know where the Marquis and 
Lord Elleſmere are, Mr. Meredith; the Mar- 


ciyoneſs1 is uneaſy about chem.“ 


{mcfore he a e a Captain in 
the Vice Legate's Guards, and a- party of 


muſketeers, entered the hall; and the Com- 


manding Officer, addreſſing Meredith, told 
him he was come in ſearch of a lady he had 
received the Cardinal's orders to convey to 


the Caſtle. 7 


Not conceiving this mandate could con- 
cern any other part of the family, who ſhe 
knew were all Proteſtants, Clara ſcreamed 

| aloud while ſhe ſought a temporary refuge in 
the apartment Clement was ſitting in, who 

roſe haſtily upon her entrance; and under- 
ſtanding. ſhe implored his protection, advan- 


2 


ced 
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ced to learn what had occaſioned her terror, 


at the ſame moment that the Officer, preſum- 
ing, from her viſible alarm, that ſhe was the 


L perſon he was come in queſt of, entered the 


parlour, followed b 7 Me * Monvel. 


« By whoſe e Sir, do you claim 


this young lady?“ aſked Clement, 
The Officer, a ſwarthy, ſtout, young 1 


Lan; lowered his ſword while he contem- 


plated his ſuppoſed priſoner, and without an- 
ſwering Lord Elleſmere, exclaimed, © Had 1 
known whom I was ſent to arreſt, by Heavens | 


I would rather: 


« Spare me, dear Chevalier, Cried the af. 
frighted Clara; ſuffer me ta eſcape, if you 


have the leaſt ſhadow of regard for me; [ 


had rather die a thouſand deaths than be drag- _ 


bed back to that horrid Convent.” 


The a locked at ench othet for 

a ſolution of this ſtrange event, each preſum- 
ing an order had been obtained to again 
3 immure 
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immure the unfortunate Clara, Clement re- 


peated his * 


«I preſume I am addreſſing Lord Or- 
mond's ſon ?”” replied the Officer, in a falter- 


ing voice.“ J muſt do my duty, my Lord, 
The Cardinal will be obeyed.” 


« Then I am loſt, indeed!“ cried Clara, 
burſting into tears. 


The Officer approached her, and conjured 
her to compoſe herſelf, promiſing to do all in 
his power to'ſoften the neceſſary rigour of 
her confinement, curſing his unfortunate fate 
which forced him to be the ' miniſter of her 
parent's tyranny. 


“ Are you acquainted with this young 


lady, whoſe fate you ſo dinghy deplore ? Fr 


aſked Clement. 

« To my ſorrow, my Lord ; we were 
neighbours” children. Unfortunately I am a 
younger ſon ; if my pay, as an Officer, would 
have ſupported us both, ſhe ſhould not have 

been 
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been forced into a Convent againſt her will, — 
I only aſked for twenty thouſand livres with 
her, and it was denied me. But what have 
you done, my beloved Clara, to expoſe your- 
ſelf thus to the reſeritment of the Church ?” 
ce] have only eloped from the Convent 
where my parents placed me, Chevalier; for 
God's ſake, ſuffer me to eſcape] BY 
« Would I dare! But I hope, when the 
Cardinal, who is one of the beſt of men, 
hears our ſtory, he will prevent your being 
ſent to any Convent. If he will but grant 
your liberty to my entreaties, I will make you 
my wife the next moment, and we will endea- 
vour to live upon love,” ent ney 
Oh my beſt, my generous friend ! much 
= 1 love you, I will never burthen you with 
a portionleſs wife : come, lead me to the 
Caſtle | I bluſh at my ſelfiſh wiſhes, which, 
if indulged, might have brought you into diſ- 
grace, if not have proved your ruin. Com- 
mend me to Lady Ormond, and the amiable 
Auguſta, Lord Elleſmere—l cant 


L 3 | The 


222 55 ELLESMERE.. 


The entrance of the ac prevented 
her from proceeding, who inſtantly enquired 
if the vile woman was taken into _— 
| addreſſing the Officer. 


» — 
* 
% 


bs We 1 were preparing to depart when you 
entered, my Lord, replied the young man; 
« though permit me to obſerve, with all due 


deference to your ſuperior rank, that I can't 


_ conceive ſhe ye the ſtigma * have 


affixed to her name. 
« ] am convinced, my Low: ſome miſ- 


' underſtanding has taken place,” ſaid Clement. 
J am well acquainted with your lenity, 
my ſon ; but this is an act of juſtice we owe 


to ſociety. I have been to the Palace; his 
Eminence has kindly undertaken to proceed 


in this affair, therefore Madame Dubois muſt | 


be taken to priſon.” 


Clement ſprung forward, and cxicting hold 


of the young Officer, who had not underſtood 


what either him or Lord Ormond had ſaid, ex- 


claimed, We have all been in an error, Che- 
valier; you did not come to arreſt your amiable 


young 


y 
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young friend !— This gentleman thought he 
was come in ſearch of our dear Clara, my | 
Lord. 2 is, 0 
c That was e a miſunderſtanding, at as 
you obſerved, my ſon.— I thought to have 
been at home as ſoon as you, Captain; but 
the Vice Legate unintentionally detained me 
for a few minutes. I am truly ſorry my ab- 
ſence ſhould have occaſioned my adopted 
daughter ſuch an alarm; but ſhe may con- 
ſider herſelf as under the Cardinal's protec- 
tion, ne has nothing of this Jord to 
dread. 1 


— 


The; joy of the lovers 5 was now ; even lupe 
rior to their late ſorrow; and Clement, ank- 
ious to contribute to what both ſeemed to 

look forward to as the ne plus ultra of happineſs, 
requeſted to ſpeak a few. words in private to 
the Officer reſpecting the priſoner he. was to 
take charge of. 


" Don- taſk the Captain to connive at her - 
eſcape,” * cried Meredith, as they retreated | 


into an adjoining apartment, 
„ «I have 
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« I have no ſuch intention,“ was the reply, 


' ſhutting the door after him. The moment 


he was rele- d- tete with the Chevalier, he told 


him the amiable Clara had laid him under ſome 
very particular obligations, having even been, 


under Providence, the means of ſaving his 
life; he muſt therefore requeſt he would, 


unknown to her, accept of a hundred thou- 
ſand livres from him as her marriage portion, 
which he might tell her was the gift or be- 
queſt of ſome relation. To- morrow, he 


proceeded, J will put you in poſſeſſion of 
Happy chance has 


the ſum I mentioned. 
thus enabled me to contribute to the felicity 


> of ſo worthy a couple. 


The grateful Italian, who bore a great 
in point of diſ- 


reſemblance to Clara 


poſition, without anſwering the Earl, ruſn- 
ed into the next room, where Meredith 
was recounting the Baroneſs's death to the 
Marquis; and finding Clara, who was waiting 
to bid him adieu before he departed, he 


led her into the apartment he had quitted, 
and 


3 
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and haſtily repeating what had paſſed between 


him and Clement, requeſted ſhe would j Jain 
him in thanking their mutual benefactor.— 
Clara's gratitude overflowed at her eyes, but 


ſhe found it impoſſible to expreſs her ſenſe of 


Lord Elleſmere's generous kindneſs. Cle- 


ment wiſhed to have left them fete-d-tete; 


but the Officer ſtopped him, aſſuring him he 
muſt depart; he would take another, and 


an early opportunity, to renew his thanks. — 


W was his priſoner ? 


Clement, conſidering Madame, Du- 
bois as the occaſion of the many un- 
happy hours both him and the Baroneſs 
had ſpent, felt no repugnance to deliver 


her into the hands of juſtice. —Monvel there- 


fore led the Captain to the apartment where 


he had left her. She became outrageous 


when ſhe perceived ſne had no chance of 


eſcaping, and was with difficulty forced into 
a chair the Officer had in waiting for that pur- 
poſe; Who, kiſſing his hand to Clara, and 
bowing very reſpe&tfully to the gentlemen, | 


taſicned to conduct her to the Caſtle. 
1 5 CHAP, 
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CHAP. VIIL 


8 


Tur moment he had left the houſe, Clara 
flew in ſearch ofher friend, who had remained 


above ſtairs with the Marchioneſs, uncon- 


: ſcious of the late buſtle below, which ſhe in- 


formed them of, laughing at her own fears, 
and beſtowing a thouſand bleſſings upon Lord 
Elleſmere, proteſting there never was but 


one woman in the world who deſerved ſuch 


a man, and declaring ſhe did not allude to the 


5 miſguided Baroneſs. 


I give you joy, my dear daughter,” faid 
the Marchioneſs, when the happy girl al- 


: lowed her to ſpeak,—*< Your brother, I know, 
thinks he has 'only done his duty, and I ſhall 


not be. forgetful of mine; therefore accept 


a" 
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my fincere congratulations upon this ſpeedy 
termination of all your ſuppoſed troubles,” 


« And mine, my dear Clara,” faid Lady - - 
Auguſta, ce Is this the Chevalier de la Mar- 


mora | have fo frequently heard you men- 


tion?“ 


« Tae very fame; and he is now „ Capt 


in the Cardinal's Guards. I little thought 
we were inhabitants of the ſame town. We 
ſhall be the happieſt couple in the Papal do- 
minions; for I have no doubt of my friends 


conſenting to our marriage, now my better 


angel has provided me with a fortune ; and I 


hope you, my deareſt Lady Auguſta, will "_ 
ever conſider my houſe your home, till you 
remove to one of your own, The Chevalier 
is a very agreeable companion; and, when 
compared to your little Savoyard Baron, is a 
very handſome man. I make no compari- 


ſons between him and our benefactor, who 


ſeemed almoſt as happy as we were when 
he had fo generouſly contributed to our feli- 


City : I could have taken him round the neck; 
and have kiſſed him, though could not 
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have * if I might have had the univerſe 
for a bribe ; but . muſt ſeek him out, and 
endeavour to find a few words expreſſive of 
my gratitude.” 


« I would wiſh you to poſtpone your com- 


. pliments for the preſent,” faid the Marchio- 


neſs; © the recent events have, no doubt, un- 
fitted my ſon for ſociety; ſuffer him to re- 


cover his wonted ſerenity before you tell him 


how happy he has made you, leſt you ſhould 


remind him that, while endeavouring to con- 
tribute to the felicity of -others, he has been 
peculiarly unfortunate in his own con- 
nexions.“ 


＋ his ſerious remonſtrance had the deſired 


effect, and put a proper damp upon her 


happy proſpects. The Marquis had re- 


Joiced in this freſh proof of his ſon's gene- 


roſity, which he had been forced to acknow- 
ledge, to account for the Othcer's ſtrange be- 
haviour, and had requeſted he would add ano- 
ther fifty thouſand livres to his preſent, in his 
name, as a ſmall retribution for the fright he 
TY „ had 
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had ſo unintentionally occaſioned the amiable 


Clara. i 


| 


They were ſummoned to tea while they 


were reflecting upon the ſtrange inci- 


dent which had introduced theſe two lovers 
to each other. Clara ſaid but little when they 


entered the ſaloon; but her looks convinced 
Clement he had rendered her completely 


happy, and the idea ſerved to baniſh tome. 


leſs n reflections. 


The Marquis having taken upon himſelf 


to conduct the proſecution againſt Madame 
Dubois and her accomplices, Clement re- 
ferred every thing to him. — Monvel, as 


ſoon as the ladies had withdrawn (which 


they did immediately tea was over) preſetited 
him with the Baroneſs's will, which he had 
made, and ſhe had committed to his care, to 


deliver to Lord Elleſmere, whom ſhe ap- 


pointed her ſole executor and guardian to his 
daughter, to whom ſhe bequeathed her whole 


fortune if ſhe lived to become of age; if 
not, 


5 
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not, it was to revert to her executor. The 


deed was ſigned Maria Davenport, Baroneſs 
de Grand-Pre, and was couched in the moſt 


delicate terms ; becauſe, though. anxious to 
give her buſband full power, ſhe did not even 
hint at the near connexion which ſubſiſted 


between them. 


ee ir ad e very 


right, and Clement was not averſe to be- 
coming his daughter's guardian ; juſtly ob- 
ſerving that the will of the dead ought ever- 
to be conſidered as ſacred. 


As ſhe had den 1 orders reſpecting her 
funeral, and as removing the body into Swit- 


zerland would only create ſurpriſe, and lead 


to enquiries, it was agreed, with the Vice 
Legate's permiſſion, to have. her interred 


at Avignon, according tothe rites of the 
Catholic Church; the Marquis promiſing to 
mention their wiſhes to the Cardinal the next 


morning: and as ſhe had continued to bear 
the name of * Harold, not to excite idle 


curiolity, 


curioſity, they thought it would be beſt to 


ſuffer her to be thn as Lord Harold's 
wife, which would exempt the Ormond fa- 
mily from going into mourning, and- prevent 
a multitude of frivolous conjectures. 


Early next morning, the Chevalier de Ia 


Marmora preſented himſelf at the Marquis's 


hotel, and aſked for Lord Elleſmere before 


he enquired for his miſtreſs, to whom he 


renewed his thanks in the ſtrongeſt terms his 


imagination could ſuggeſt, for the gene- 


rous promiſes his Lordſhip had made 
him the night before; and was imme- 


diately put in poſſeſſion of the hundred and 


fifty thouſand livres, which rendered him not 


only an independent, but a rich man at Avig- 8 
non: his gratitude was as unbounded as his 
joy; and he proteſted ſelf had nearly made 


him forget a meſſage he had brought from 


the Cardinal, who wiſhed to know whether 
the Marquis of Ormond choſe that the priſoner = 


ſhould be - alone to. write to her huſband, 
2 whom 
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whom ſhe repreſented i in a very languiſhing 


condition ; but it reſted wholly with his 


Lordſhip to grant or refuſe the permiſion 


125 requeſted. 


Clement ſent for his father 1 Monvel; 


obſerving to the Officer, he was merely paſ- 
five in the buſineſs. They had no objection 
to her letting Dubois know ſhe was well; 
and, provided ſhe ſuffered the latter gentle- 
man to dictate her letter, agreed to oblige 


her. They therefore proceeded to the Caſtle, 


while the Chevalier enjoyed an hour's 
tete-d stete with his beloved Clara, anticipat- 


ing the felicity they had in view, and i impart- 
ing their various adventures ſince their ſe- 
Paration. 8 | 


Madame Dubois found me had no alter 


native but to comply with Monvel's orders, 
who made her attribute the prolongation of 
her abſence to the Baroneſs's dangerous ſtate, 
not permitting her to give him a hint of the 
ſtorm which was ready to burſt over both 
their heads, By no means aware of the 


Papal | 


pre 
he 
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Fig power, ſhe did not ſuppoſe either Fa- 


ther Benedict or the Abbeſs were amenable | 
to the Vice Legate's tribunal, She there- 
fore reſted her hopes of eſcape upon the want 


of witneſſes to confirm what ſhe found the 
Ormond family ſuſpected, and choſe to brave 
their vengeance, not knowing that her ac- 


complices were already cited to defend their 


conduct before the Pope's repreſentative, 
Little of moment occurred till the remains 
of Madame de Grand-Pre were committed 
to their mother earth. The funeral was 
truly magnificent; the vice Legate himſelf, 
aſſiſted by his Suffragan, Archbiſhops, and + 


Biſhops, performing the ſervice, The Mar- 
quis of Ormond, Meredith, and Monvel fol- 


lowed her to the grave. Nothing was, in 
ſhort, omitted * to evince their regard 
for her memory. 


i Dubois had: a view 1 ſolemn 


proceſſion as it wound ſlowly and filently up 


* 


he hill, upon which ſtands the Cathedral 


adjoining 


— 
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adjoining the Caſtle ; ; and felt mething li like 
remorſe as ſhe reflected upon the WP 
death of her generous juvenile friend. 


As the time drew near for the purchaſers of 
the Grand-Pre eſtates to make good their laſt 
payments, and as it was abſolutely neceſſary 
that Monvel ſhould be preſent during Madame 


Dubois's trial, Clement deſired him to 


write, and inform them of the Baroneſs's 


death, and to appoint a more diſtant day for 


completing their payments, which could not 


fail of meeting with their approbation ;—and 
though by this means Dubois would alſo pro- 


bably learn ſhe was no more, they forefaw 
no inconvenience likely to arife from that 


circumſtance ; as perhaps he would be mote 


puniſhed in being permitted to linger out a 
miſerable exiſtence, than in being brought to 
a trial, admitting he attempted to make his 


eſcape, which did not ſeem very likely, while 


he continued in momentary expectation of 


his wife's return, and had no ſuſpicions of the 


events that had followed her arrival at Avig- 
non. Could it once be clearly proved he 
was 
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was the perſon that wounded Clement near 
Grand-Pre, the Marquis vowed he would 
ſhew him no mercy ; but as for the part he 
had ated in the Monaſtery of St. Mary, he 
had already paid dear enough for his trea- 
chery in * inſtance. = 


While w waiting the arrival of the Friar and- 5 


Abbeſs, the preparations for Clara's wedding 
were begun, the Marchioneſs having taken 


upon herſelf to make the neceſſary purchaſes, 


aſſiſted by Lady Auguſta; and her lively ſallies 


upon the occaſion amuſed the whole party. 


The Vice Legate had undertaken to write to 
the parents of both, and had made himſelf 
anſwerable for their joint conſent : an early - 
day had therefore been fixed upon for cele- 
brating their nuptials, and the Chevalier was 
a conſtant viſiter at Lord Ormond's. Lady : 
Auguſta looked forward to her ſeparation from 

her gay friend with infinite regret, till the Mar- 
chioneſs received an anſwer from her father, 
ſtating, that ſhe might remain under that lady's 
protection. Still conſcious of the paſſion ſne 
1 2 nouriſhed 
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nouriſhed for Lord Elleſmere, ſhe kinds in 
continual dread of betraying her ſentiments, 
though ſhe was never ſo happy as in Clement's 
company, whoſe behaviour to the unfortunate 
Baroneſs had increaſed the love ſhe was ſo 
anxious to conceal, as ſhe much doubted. his 
ever making a ſecond choice—at all events, 


not for Gas time; and if ſhe could but en- 


tertain the ſlighteſt hope of ſucceeding his 
late wife in his affections, ſhe felt ſhe ſhould 


be comparatively happy. Sometimes ſhe | 


wiſhed he had remained ſimple Mr. Daven- 
port ; but then ſhe knew her father would 
never have conſented to their union, nor 


would Lord Elleſmere ever aſk his approba- 


tion to addreſs her. As for her couſin, fhe 


was reſolved, let what would be the conſe- 
quence, never to become his wife. How- 
ever, reſtleſs and uneaſy, fearful of appearing 


indelicate, and yet averſe to removing to a 
diſtance from the only man ſhe ever had, and 
was perſuaded ſhe ever ſhould love, ſhe ven- 
tured, a few days previous to Clara's wedding, 


to mention to Lady Ormond her wiſh of re-. 
| tiring 
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tiring into a Convent till ſhe became of age, 
even previous to the receipt of het father's 
anſwer, leſt he ſhould inſiſt upon her return- 
ing to her aunt—-a command ſhe never could 
obey ; and he might attribute her reſiſtance - 
to his will, ſhould ſhe remain with Lady Or- 
mond, to very different motives from the real 
one, which was a ſentiment bordering on 


averſion for her —_— 


T he Marchioneſt was a tolerable judge of 
the human heart, and applauded the delicacy 
of her ideas: ſhe had alſo little doubt of 
Lord Greville's conſenting to his daughter's 
remaining under her care during his embaſly, 
| as he would probably, like herſelf, wiſh to 
ſee her Counteſs of Elleſmere ; and if her 


? ſon ever did make a ſecond choice, ſhe hoped 
: it would fall upon her young favourite, who | 
. evidently felt a paſſion for him very incom- 
1 patible with her repoſe. She therefore en- 
5 deavoured to remove the fears ſhe ſeemed to 


entertain of her father's wiſhing to place her 
again under Madame de Vermont scare, and 
ſtrenuouſly 


— 
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ſtrenuouſly adviſed her to remain where ſhe 

was till they learned Lord Greville's inten- 
tions, hinting her hopes that he would 

 fanCtion the wiſhes ſhe had expreſſed, to enjoy 


her company while he remained at Madrid, 


« Oh! I ſhould be too happy, my deareſt 


Madam,” replied the grateful girl; you 
know beſt what I ought to do; and I ſhall be 


certain of acting right if I follow your ad- 


vice.” 


| 7 ws Then, by my conſent, we will 1 
| again talk of par ting,” replied the Marchio- 


neſs.—< The recent unforeſeen occurrences 
have caſt a gloom upon our family parties, 
which will, I truſt, ſoon wear off. When 
once that vile Madame Dubois is condemned, 
all our minds will be more at eaſe; and the 
gay Clara will always contribute to our amuſe- 
ment during our ſtay at Avignon.” | 


Her appearance gave a turn to the con- 


verſation ; ſhe came to aſł the Marchioneſs 


and Lady Auguſta whether ſne ought, in 
conformity 
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conformity to Lady Ormond's head woman's 
advice, to be married in white, declaring, 
ſhe ſhould look like a fly in milk. 


The Marchioneſs adviſed her to pleaſe her- 
ſelf; or, if ſhe conſulted any other perſon's 
taſte, to adopt the favourite colours of her 
Chevalier, © Though this will be acting ex- 
actly contrary to the advice of the author of 
The Vindication of the "Rights of Women,” | 
ſhe proceeded, © who affirms young people 

? ought not to dreſs to pleaſe the other ſex; 
i but till ſne makes us all as wiſe as herſelf, I 
, am afraid we ſhall continue to ſin againſt de- 
corum in this inſtance, and to prefer our 
needle to a garden rake,” 

« Was ſhe happier than any other woman?“ 
aſked Clara. 

« I can't pretend to judge,” replied the 
Marchioneſs; “ ſhe wiſhed to perſuade our 
ſex to give up their feminine employments 
and prejudices, to obtain the reſpect of the 
other; but till Nature has * us ſtronger 

nerves, 


#, 
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nerves, limbs, and faculties, I am afraid we 
muſt condeſcend to be protected. 


« And J entertain the ſame fear,” * p 
Lady Auguſta ; « for I dou't think even 1 
Clara's courage could have extricated us from oy” 
the Convent of St. Mary without Lord * 
Elleſmere's aſſiſtance. 


« Not it truly; women may poſſeſs a great | 
flow of ſpirits, but they will never be able to 
ſcale a wall upon an occaſion, face an enemy, 
or to do any other trifling matter of ſimilar 
import without the aſſiſtance of men; and 
for the ſame reaſon that we deſpiſe an effemi- 
nate man, the gentlemen will ever diſlike a 
maſculine woman.” —Chacun ſon metier et les 
waches ſout bien gardes.—1I will appeal to the 
gentlemen below if I am not right: the 
Chevalier muſt be of my opinion before mar- 
riage ] do think we ſhall be a moſt elegant 
couple. I have a great fancy to forbid Lord 
Elleſmere's accompanying us to church, be- 
cauſe he will aſſuredly eclipſe the bridegroom; 
and ſorry am I to ſay, Iam afraid your Lady. 
ſhip will pay the bride a ſimilar compliment, 


a - ] 
4 
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And yet I dare ſay our mahogany phizzes, 
clumſy. ſhapes, &c, &c. will attract moſt. 
notice : there is a fort of magic ſpell in the 
word bride and bridegroom, and if they do 
chance to be a handſome couple, they are 
conſidered as demigods on that day. 


Thus did this lively girl continually enter- 
tain the indulgent Marchioneſs and the more 
ſerious Auguſta. Her parents, and thoſe of 
the Chevalier, had very readily conſented to ; = 
their marriage, and even requeſted to ſee tze 1} 
new-married couple as ſoon as they could 
make it convement, and had charged them 
to make their thanks acceptable to Lord 
Ormond and his ſon, who ſincerely rejoiced 
that Fortune had put it in their power to fol- 
low the dictates of their generous hearts upon ö 
this occaſion. The Cardinal gave an elegant 
fete on the wedding- day, and appropriated a 
handſome faite of apartments to the uſe of the. 
happy pair, whither Clara immediately re- 
moved, though ſhe proteſted ſhe could never 
paſs a day without paying her reſpects to Lady 
Ormond while ſhe continued at Avignon. 4 
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As all trials in which any members of the 
Church were implicated, were conducted 
with the utmoſt privacy, very few people 
knew of the one impending, which was to 
come on the day after the Friar and Abbeſs 
reached Avignon, and they \ were now hourly 


expected. 


} 


On the morning following Clara's wed- 
ding, the gentlemen were reaſoning upon the 


. 2 of this event, when an Eng- 


liſh carriage drove into the court of their 
hotel, and, in a few ſeconds, N and Nlig 


Belville were announced. 


«Oh 
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« Oh Heavens! my beſt friend,” ex-. 
claimed Lady Auguſta, haſtening to meet 


the very young lady whom Clement and 


Meredith perfectly recollected having ref- 


cued from the fury of the mad bullock. — 1 


She had arrived at Avignon with her mother 
only the evening before ; and they were, in 
compliance with the eſtabliſhed cuſtom, viſit- 
ing the Engliſh families reſident in the town 
before they delivered their other letters 5 
recommendation. = z 


The ſurpriſe of the young ladies was mu- 
tual, as Mits Belville little expected to have 
met Lady Auguſta Cameron in the South of 


France, much leſs under the ſame roof with 
Lord Elleſmere, whom ſhe had learned was the 
very Mr. Davenport her friend had acknow- 


ledged the preferred to any other man, and 
had wrote her Ladyſhip what had proved 


the reſult of her enquiries after the elegant 


owner of Fairfield ; but her letter having 


fallen into the Counteſs de Vermont's hands, 


It had never reached Lady Auguſta, This 
1 M 2 | | 5 young 


* 

* 
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young lady had allo ſuſ pected the letter, dick 


had given riſe to theſe enquiries, had fal- 
len into the hands of the owner of the carriage 
who had ſo gallantly riſked his own fafety to 
enſure her's; and he proved to be the very | 

man of all others her friend would leaſt have 
wiſhed to have ſeen it; ſhe therefore felt very 
much confuſed when introduced to his no- 
tice, never before having ſuppoſed Lord 
Elleſmere and that Nobleman were one and 


the lame, 


"4 


_ Meredith, with difficulty, concealed a 


ſmile, perceiving Clement did not ſeem quite 
at his eaſe; nor was Lady Auguſta much 
more lo, as ſhe dreaded the conſtructions her 
friend might put upon finding her ſo ſtrangely 
ſituated, which might induce her to drop a2 
hint that would force her to relinquiſh the 
ſociety which conſtituted her ſole felicity.— 
The firſt ceremonial over, Miſs Belville | 
thought it neceſſary to account for her appa- 
rent confuſion by reverting to her former ren« 
contre with the AR: and Meredith; and 
Ee Lady F Y 
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wiſhedfor an opportunity to return herthanks 
to her daughter's preſervers; who, of courſe, 


made very light of the matter, declaring the 


ſervice they had been able, to render” Miſs 


| Belville was of ſo trivial a nature, that it kad - 


. 
Lady Belvile declared that ſhe bad long 


eſcaped their memory even before they re- 


turned to Fairfield, which was accounting 


for their not having mentioned it to Lord and 
Lady Ormond, and not giving Miſs Belville 


room to ſuppoſe they had found the letter 
| ſhe muſt be ſenſible ſhe had dropped—a cir= 


cumſtance ſhe had- long ſince determined 


never to mention to her friend, whom ſhe now 
aſked how long ſhe had been i in ile South ol | 


Fr, rance ? ' 


2 % ; 


* The Counteſs de Vermont Slide her 


winter at Turin,” replied the Marchioneſs; 5 
te her Ladyſhip has therefore, preferring re- 
tirement to the buſtle of a Court, done me 


the honour to put herſelf under my protec- 
tion for the preſent. I am therefore exceſ- 


— 


* happy ſhe will now have an opportu- 
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nity of enjoying the company of ſo 1 incimare a 
friend as Miſs Belville.“ 

This aaron did not exactly fatisfy the 
perſon to whom it was addreſſed; but ſhe 
could not purſue the ſubje& in the preſent 
company, and after mutual invitations be- 
tween the ladies, and promiſes to viſit with- 
out ceremony, the viliters were preparing to 


_ depart, when the ſtopping of another carriage 


led them to expect ſome other gueſts, and 
the Ormond family were agreeably ſurpriſed 
to hear the groom of the chambers announce 
Sir Jeremy and Lady Manſel, and to recog- 
nize the well-known voice of the good-tem- 
pered Baronet even before they ſaw him, 
calling out, „Here we come, good folks! 
and the moment he was within the room,. — 
« Well met, my beſt friends; faith, I never 
thought of paying my compliments to you 
out of the ſmoke . my own. chimney, —ſo 

pray wiſh me Joy.” | 


e The 
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The young gentlemen had both advanced 


to meet him, and taking the proffered hand 


of each, he went on—*< I told you how it 


would be when once I took up the buſineſs 
in earneſt, and there ſhe ſtands Ly Man- 


0 at your ſervice. E | 1 
. 


f The Marquis and Marchioneſs congratu- 
lated them both very ſincerely, and the gen- 


tlemen all ſaluted and welcomed che bride to 


Avignon; then introduced them both to the 
reſt of the company as particular friends, and 
country neighbours, As Lady Belville had 
paid her parting compliments previous to the 


new comers entrance, ſhe did not reſume her 
ſeat ; but having received a hint from her 
daughter, requeſted the Marchioneſs would = 


permit Lady Auguſta to accompany them 
home, and if ſhe ſhould not appear too en- 


croaching, ſhe ſhould requeſt to keep her o 


dinner. 


«« Upon condition that your Ladyſhip and 


Miſs Belville bring her home to tea, and pro- 
| M 4 | miſe 
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miſe to conclude your evening with us,” 
the Marchioneſs replied. I will endeavour | 
to exert my ſelf-denial upon this occaſion ; 
1 only requeſt you would remember in fu- 
ture, Lady Auguſta 1 maehen decide for 
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herſelf in theſe caſes.” 
Lady Belville readily 3 the Mar- 
chioneſs's invitation, and immediately de- 


parted with the young friends, - Clement 


and Meredith faw them to their carriage, and 


then returned to welcome Sir eremy a ſe- 
cond time to Avignon, who informed them 
he had received the fair widow's hand a few 
days previous to their ſetting out upon their 
travels, and that he was come to France on 


purpoſe to ſtudy the Graces, that he might 
aſtoniſn his Welch neighbours upon his re- 


turn. 


bl 


« And how did you leave all our nega 


bours ?” aſked the Marquis. 

«© Why pretty well in health, my Lonks 
but ſome ſtrange changes have taken place at 
Ti regony ſince your OO; I need not 

mention 
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mention thoſe in mine 120 Brother Gm 8 


family; apd you would have gueſſed my old 


manſion was undergoing a thorough repair, 


ſcowering, &c. My mother and Beck have 


rentioved” to Chepſtow ; and old Parry and. 
his wife are gone to Briſtol. 0 „„ 
Ho came that about ? ” ſaid Meredith. 
ee Why Hugh and Lady Dy having ſpent 
all their ſtock of ready money during the 
honey-moon, and receiving no anſwers to 
their repeated petitions to be forgiven, the 
old fellow ſwearing that as they had brewed, 


ſo they might bake,—they thought proper 
to return, and try the effect of an interview 


with the old miſer: therefore, leaving my 


Lady with her aunt, Hugh went home, and, 


without much ceremony, ſignified his neceſ- 
ſities. Dad ſwore he might ſtarve, and 
ſhould, bebe he advanced Big a ſhilling.- CERA 
Hugh made no more to do but ſeized the 
Sanity plate, part of which he immediately 


turned into caſh, to ſupply his preſent wants, 


: ſwearing 1 in his turn he would not ſtarve while 


there was any thing to be had, either in of 
* M 5 R out 
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out of doors. The old man tried to put the 
door between them, and applied to his ſer- 
vants for aſſiſtance, finding he could not ac- 
compliſh his purpoſe. Thus rendered deſ- 
perate, Hugh ſwore he would. be the death of 
the firſt man that laid hands upon him, and 


by this means kept maſter of the field, and 


continued to demand a competent allowance 
to ſupport himſelf and his wife out of the old 
man's hoards ; and having heard his father 
had been altering his will, he threatened to 


break open his bureau, and to burn every 


paper he could find. 


„Thus the game was kept up for rwo 
days, Hugh ſwearing he would keep poſ- 
ſeſſion till the day of judgment if his demands 


were not complied with. However, on the 
third, the old fellow privately ſent off all his 
valuables, and followed with his wife, declaring 
he would diſpoſe of both houſe and grounds 
to the firſt perſon who would buy them, and 
then, as he had ſworn before, leave all he was 
worth to build an hoſpital. As ſoon as he 


was gone, Hugh fetched his wife home in 


triumph; 
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triumph; and thus the matter reſted when 

we left Wales: but we found letters at Paris 
from Grafton, who informs us the family 
munſion is actually ſold to a Briſtol merchant, 
your old friend Hervey, Meredith, who'could 
not let ſuch a choice bargain ſip through his 
fingers; and that the bride and bridegroom | 
have per force turned out, and no one fore- 
ſees how they are to ſubſiſt. Hugh talks of 
following the old fellow to Briſtol, and com- 
mitting a thouſand follies to obtain ſome. part 
of his ſavings. However, I am to try what 
J can do for him with his. brother- in-law, 
who, Lady Dy has told, Grafton, is now in 
this place; and if he writes to old Parry, 
and makes a few promiſes, perhaps the old 
fellow may relent. 

« Lord Harold has left Akan ka 
Clement, conſcious no one elſe would chuſe 
to anſwer Sir Jeremy; * and as he has very. 
lately loſt his wife, whoſe whole fortune has 
devolved to her daughter by a former mar- 
riage, I am afraid he won't be able to afford 


them any very ſubſtantial aſſiſtance,” 
KS +" I 
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The Baronet was perfectly ſatisfied "i { 
this explanation ; ; and Meredith, to prevent t 
his renewing the ſubject, aſked after ſome : 
other Welch families. Sir Jeremy anſwered 
his res, and then went on: f 


Fou remember my guns VER rival, Lord t 
Elleſmere, Sir Whifle Flimſy, otherwiſe Sir 1 a 
Charles Groveſby ? He was certainly born h 

under an unfortunate planet: witneſs his a 

ducking in the Wye, and bad ſucceſs with his 0 

miſtreſs ; but theſe don't conclude the cata- h 

logue of his misfortunes, as you ſhall hear.— 9 

Having previouſly agreed to ſee a little of the — 

world, on the third day after I had ſworn to al 

love, and Bell to obey, we ſet out upon our D 


travels, quite in ſtyle that you would have h 
ſuppoſed, when I tell you my wife had the | » 
managementofevery thing relative to our jour- fc 
ney, neither of us having any notion of ſaving hh. 
money for a family before we have one. We ce 
bowled it along at a charming rate till we to 
reached Devizes, where, perceiving a crowd th 


of Pn aſſe mbled round the inn. where we i 
e 
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ſtopped to change horſes, I naturally enquired 
the occaſion, and was informed Sir Charles 
and Lady Groveſby, the new - married couple, 
had ſtopped there to bait, and were juſt gone 
forw-ard to the Caſtle at Marlborough, where 
they were to dine, and it was ſuppoſed meant 
to ſleep. Highly diverted, I ſhould have 
aſked a'few more queſtions if my companion 
had not requeſted me to reſtrain my curioſity, 
as we ſhould moſt likely have the advantage 
of ſeeing them upon the road. I therefore 
hinted my wiſhes to our poſtillions, obſerving 
I was anxious to wiſh the bride and bride ; 
groom joy. They underſtood my meaning, 
and daſhed off from the door full ſpeed. — 


Nevertheleſs, we preſumed the happy couple 15 


had got too much advance upon us, as we 
were within, three miles of Marlborough be- 
fore we ſaw any thing of them, when lo and be- 
hold! near the bottom ofa very ſteep hill, we 
caught ſight of the well-known elegant phe- 
ton, and upon a nearer approach, perceived 
the little animals were decked out in white 
ribbons, and that the ſervants hats were 


— 
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equally ornamented ; but began to fear, as 
we made theſe diſcoveries, that ſome acci- 
dent had befallen the happy pair, for the ſer- 
vants and poſtillions belonging to the attendant 


carriage appeared to be in a great buſtle, 
one of whom we ſaw mount his horſe, and ſet 


off full ſpeed towards Marlborough. Vet as 
nothing ſeemed amiſs about the ſhewy 8 


hicle, nor the poſt- chaiſe in its ſuite, we were 


at a loſs to guels what misfortune had oc- 


curred ; and ſtopping our carriage when near 


enough, we both alighted to offer our ſer- 


vices to a young lady, who ſtood without the 


crowd of male ſervants, ſupported between 
two female attendants, who informed us it 
was my Lady Groveſby, and that they feared 


Sir Charles had met with a very dreadful ac- 
cident, as, in driving very faſt down the 


hill, the hind wheel of his equipage had- 


caught againſt that of a broad-wheel wag- 
gon he was paſſing, which was ſtill in fight, 
and owing to the ſudden jerk, he had been 
thrown out of the carriage, and had pitched 
upon 2 heap of ſtones, laid by the road fide. 

1 wy 
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I ſtopped to hear no more, as the women 
continued to inform Bell how the phæton had 


been ſtopped, how my Lady had fainted, with | 


a hundred and fifty er ceteras, but ran towards 
the unfortunate bridegroom, whom the crowd 
of ſervants had hitherto prevented me from 
ſceing. He looked a thouſand, times worſe, 
if that was poſſible, than when I dragged 
him out of the Wye, having actually broke” 
his right leg. The ſervants were afraid to 
move him, for he groaned fo dreadfully; being, 
as you may have already remarked, rather 
faint-hearted. However, I adviſed his being 
put into his poſt- chaiſe, and proceeding ſlowly 
towards Marlborough, as even the moſt ſkil- 
ful ſurgeon could not afford him any aſſiſt 
ance where he there laid; and, by my aſſiſt- 
ance, this was ſoon effected. | 
«« Bell, who, had during this time been 
doing all in her power to conſole the affiicted 
bride, propoſed her getting into our carriage, 
which, after a ſecond fit, upon learning her 
poor Sir Charles had been ſo very unfortu- 
1 A 
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nate, the agreed to do; and I mounted the | 
triumphal car, which I drove to Marlbo- 
rough, where we left the new-married couple, 
being aſſured the * bridegroom was in no 
danger.“ ; e 5 
« J think Sir Charles has reaſon to con- 
ceive himſelf born under an unlucky planet,” 
faid Meredith; * to meet with ſuch an acci- 
dent on his wedding-day, was really being 
the ſport of Fortune. What ſort af a woman ; 
has he married?” ? | 
«© The great Der N Miſs 6 
Borthby, to whom he tendered himſelf in 7 | 
fit of deſpair, upon his return from Wales. ; 
Whether he was moſt ſmitten with her fortune 1 
- or her perſon, I can't take upon me to de- 1 
cide. The former is immenſe ; as for the _ 
latter, I ſuppoſe if ſhe ſtood at a common 8 


* 
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ſized dining- table, ſhe might be able to reach t 
her plate ; her left ſhoulder is the moſt con- h 
ſpicuous part about her, and her motions bear u 


3 great reſemblance to thoſe of a crab, being 
what is vulgarly called pigeon- toed. Her 


| countenance, however, is not unpleaſing.— 
2 


\ 


0 


5 


Indeed, if her hair was of any other colour, 


ſhe might pretend to pen in that- e 


but carroty locks ſpoil all. 


« You are determined the Baronet's ſupe- "4 


rior good fortune ſhould not excite our 


envy, I perceive,” ſaid Clement.—* How- 


ever, if the lady is but good - tempered, ay 
| may be a very happy couple.“ 
Sir Jeremy now reverted to their; journey, 


and his remarks upon France were highly 


amuſing: neither he nor Lady Manſel re- 


quired any great preſſing to ſtay dinner.— 
Lady Be'ville, her daughter, and Lady 


Auguſta were punctual to their appoint- 


ment. The latter had informed her friend, 


in ſtrict confidence, how ſhe came to be un- 


der Lady Ormond's care, and had, with 
great ſincerity, aſſured her ſhe had no reaſon 


to expect Lord Elleſmere's election, ſhould 


he ever make a ſecond choice, would fall 
_—_ her. 


\ 


Meredith had alſo taken an opportunity t: to 


inform Sir Jeni whom Lord Harold had 
: | married; = 
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married, and what had followed the diſcovery 


of her Ladyſhip' former engagement; and 


he promiſed, in return, to keep a ſtrict guard 
over his tongue when in company with Cle- 


ment, who, he hoped, did not feel any regret 
for ſo worthleſs a woman, but would ſoon 


make another choice ; remarking, he be- 
lieved he need not look a great way for a 


wife, if the handſome girl under his mother's 
care hit his fancy, for he would be ſworn ſhe 


loved him. Meredith thought it poſſible 


but begged the Baronet would not mention 
his ſuppoſed diſcovery to the Earl, nor rally 
him at all upon the ſubject. His attachment 


for Madame de Grand-Pre had been of the 


moſt ſerious nature ; and, ſtrange as it. might 


appear, that lady had profeſſed, and, he was 


certain, felt a ſimilar ſentiment in his favour, 


notwithſtanding her infidelity, to the laſt mo- 
ment of her exiſtence: and he knew her 


death (though, upon the whole, it was ra- 
cher a happy circumſtance) had occaſioned 
him a very great ſhock ; it was therefore very | 
dubious whether he ever would marry again. 


After 
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After a ds; his wiſh to oblige Lord and 
Lady Ormond might induce him to alter his 
condition, though he was certain they would 
ſcarcely venture to offer their advice in a 

matter which ſo. nearly concerned himſelf, 
much leſs to recommend any particular 
woman to his notice, Lady Auguſta Ca- 

meron appeared to poſſeſs an excellent 

underſtanding, and a remarkable, good 

temper : the would therefore very pro- 

bably make any man (capable of appre- 
ciating her worth) truly happy. Still, as. 
he himſelf could view her charms with indif- 
| ference, though he reſpected her good quali- 
ties, Lord Elleſmere might do the ſame ; but, 
at all events, it would be much more condu- 
cive to his felicity, if his own inclination led 
him to offer her his hand, than if he was 
equally complaiſant through his wiſh to 
oblige his en | 


Sir Jeremy ſwore he ſpoke like an oracle, 
and only wiſhed Lord Elleſmere would be 


happy, let what would be his determination. 
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CHAP. X, | 7. ob 


F ATHER BENEDICT and the Lady || ten 
Abbeſs arrived that evening; the Cardinal I vo. 
therefore fixed upon the following morning | to 
for their firſt examination, and confrontation of 
with Madame Dubois. The Ormond fa- fam 
mily received notice of his intentions, and, | and 
in conformity to his wiſhes, repaired to the I adn 
Caſtle between ten and eleven. Madame 
Dubois had not been informed of the arrival 1 I 
of her accomplices ; theſe trials being ma- h 
naged more according to the will of the 
judges than any particular law, though there 
were certain puniſhments ordained for the 
various crimes likely to come under the cog- 
nizance of ſuch tribunals, Indeed, the final 
judgment was generally referred to the Pope; 
but this was a mere matter of form, becauſe, 
. 8 
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except in very extraordinary caſes, he made "2 
it a rule to confirm the ſentence awarded by 


his n 3 


— 


1 he ah buſineſs, as it has been Bee 


obſerved, was conducted with the utmoſt 


privacy. The Cardinal and his two Suffra- 


| gan Archbiſhops were ſeated as judges, at- 
ly I tended by their ſecretaries, and ſeveral Ad- 


al vocates or Civilians, who were, if required, 
to expound the law relative to the priſoners? 
offences, The gentlemen of the Ormond 
family, and Monvel, appeared as accuſers, 


admitted. 


Father Benedict was firſt brought in 5 


and were happy to find no one e elſe was to be 


a- he had not been told why he was cited 


the ¶ to anſwer for his conduct before the Pope's 


ere ¶ Vicegerent, but eaſily gueſſed how he had 


the allen under the diſpleaſure of his Holineſs | 


og: | when he perceived Clement, Meredith, and 
nal © Monvel, and heard the former recite why he 


pe; had entered the Abbey of St. Mary, and 


aſe, what had paſſed between him and the F ather- 
ept. ; previous 
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previous to his expe; why he had brought ; 
him on 9 We.” 


ff 


Meredith ws Monvel next told their 
ſtory. The priſoner was then ordered to 


enter upon his defence, as even, ſhould he 
chuſe to plead guilty, and throw himſelf upon 


the mercy of the Court, he muſt confeſs why 


. Lord Elleſmere was inveigled into the Con- 


vent, and for what e 


The Friar, with — apparent humility, 


informed the Cardinal that a lady, calling herſelf 


the Baroneſs de Grand- Pré, had intereſted 


him in her behalf by a very ſpecious tale, by 
which it appeared ſhe had been greatly duped 
by a fortune-hunter of the name of Daven- 


port, from whom ſhe wiſhed to obtain a ſe- 


paration (having acknowledged he was her 


huſband) without applying to the laws of her 
country; he had therefore, in compliance 


Vith her wiſhes, endeavoured to perſuade 
Lord Elleſmere to ſign a deed of that import, 


but ſolemnly denied having had any other 
views, 


=, \ 7 r 
: 2 2 1 
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views, or any intention to retain him in the 
Abbey. 


The Father alſo ſaid, that a 
gentlemanlike man attended on the part 
of Madame de Grand-Pre, to identify 


his Lordſhip's perſon, and witneſs the deed, ' 


in caſe the Earl was agreeable to fignit. To 


oblige him, he had denied having ſeen the 
Earl (looking at Meredith and Monvel), to 


thoſe two gentlemen ; but again ſolemnly 


proteſted he had no intention to enforce 
Madame de Grand-Pre's wiſhes by any un- 
lawful means. 


— 


Of that we mall be a better judge,“ ob- 


ſerved the Vice Legate, when we have 


heard what your accomplices chuſe to ſay in 
their defence. Your denying having ſeen 


this Nobleman, merely to oblige his enemies, 
for ſuch vou muſt ſuppoſe this lady and gen- 
tleman were, is alone ſufficient to condemn 
you, let your intentions have been ever ſo 
innocent ; ; but you will perhaps be more 
aware of the extent of your crime when I 
\ 3 
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inform you chat the lady who bribed you to 
perform ſo principal a part in her vile plot, was 
not Madame de Grand-Pre: it is therefore 
evident you made no enquiries into her ſtory; 
her gold rendered you blindly ſubſervient to 
her views. But let us hear what the Abbeſs 
has to ay for herſelf. 5 | 


_- 


This lady declared her ignorance of the 


whole tranſaction:— ſhe had only been in- 


formed that a gentleman would enquire for her 
on ſuch a day, whom ſhe was to refer to the | 


Confeſſor. 


4 You only connived at this iniquitous 


; plan then, 1t ſhould ſeem,” ſaid the Cardinal, 
ce otherwiſe you would have been tempted to- 
enquire why this ſtranger could not have ap- 


plied to the Confeſſor without firſt aſking for 
you: a prudent perſon would not even have 
afforded the ſanction of their name to deceive 
any body; but bring! in the e in this | 


 well-laid plan,” 


Modus 


„ 


W g 
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Madame Dubois was now led! into the 
hall, and immediately recognized by the 
Friar and Abbeſs for the perſon who had en- 
gaged them in her intereſt under the name of 
Baroneſs de Grand-Pre. : 


The Chrdinal, in an appropriate ſvereli 
urged her to be ſincere, ifſhe wiſhed to eſcape 
being put to the rack. It was evident, he 
ſaid, ſhe had deceived Father Benedict and the 
Lady Abbeſs ; but this by no means excul- 
pated them, who had, at all events, connived 
at her villany. An open confeſſion might 
ſave her life an obſtinate denial would force 
him to order her to be put to the queſtion : 
ſhe had therefore only to decide; the proſe- 
cutors were inclined to ſhew her all the lenity 
in their power, and ſhe would do well to 
throw herſelf upon their mercy. —Complete- 
ly intimidated, and dreading the torture, the 
miſerable wretch fell upon her knees, and 
confeſſed ſhe had forged the letter which had 
drawn Lord Elleſmere to Chamberry, in con- 
cert with the Abbeſs and Confeflor, whom 
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ſne had bribed very high to perform thelr 
reſpective parts; and that, had his Lordihip 


proved refractory, he was to have been con- 


ined for life, or made away with, as beſt 
ſuited their purpoſe : her wiſh to prevent 


his enforcing his claims to his wite's fortune 
had led her and Dubois' to form this plan. 


She faid that they had deceived the Friar re- 
ſpecting his Lordſhip's rank and fortune, wao 
had, in revenge, ſtabbed her huſband, who 


now lay dangerouſly ill, in the moſt treache- 
rous manner; recounting where they had met, 


and what pretence the Friar had made uſe of 


to draw him on one ſide, to perpetrate the 


horrid deed. She was therefore certain he 
would not have ſcrupled murdering Lord 


Elleſmere, could he no otherwiſe have ſe- 
cured his own ſafety. | 


The Friar retorted with the utmoſt bitter- 


neſs, declaring ſhe withed his Lordſhip to 


have been made away with at once, and that 
it was he who propoſed the matter being 
e ee by his ſigning the deed of ſe- 

„ „„ Paration, 


tr 


paration, and denied having ſeen her huſ- 
| band at the time ſhe mentioned, 


Wy he Abbeſs el with the Confeſſor, | 


and both endeavoured to affix all the guilt on 


Madame Dubois, who, | in her turn, ſeemed 
hardly to care how much ſhe criminated her- 
ſelf, ſo ſhe was but the means of · increaſing 
the puniſhment of her accomplices. „ 


The Cardinal put a ſtop. to the torrent of 
abuſe they vented againſt each other, 
by affuring them he conſidered them all 
equally guilty, and ſhould therefore paſs ſen- 
tence accordingly, referring 1 it to the Pope 


cither to increaſe or mitigate their puniſh- = 


ment; certain, he obſerved, that he would ei- 
ther confirm his deciſion, or order chem to be 
treated with till more ſeverity; It was there- 
fore deereed that Madame Dubois ſhould 
remain a cloſe prifoner for like. The Abbeſs, 
who, it might be preſumed, had been influ- 
enced by the Friar, was only to be di- 
veſted of her preſent rank, and removed to 
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a more ſtrict Convent. As for F A Be- 
nedict, he was to be reſtricted from ever 
more confeſſing, or ſaying Maſs, and was to 
be confined for ſix months in a dungeon, 
there to live upon bread and water, previous 
to his removal to a Convent of force, or 
priſon for ſuch of the members of the 
Church who fell under its cenſure, as there 
was no appeal ; and any. ſigns of contumacy 
would only increaſe the rigour of their Judge. 


The priſoners. were obliged to declare 
themſelves much indebted to. the Cardinal's 
lenity, who remanded them all back to pri- 
ſon till the Pope's pleaſure was known, pre- 
viouſly aſking Madame Dubois, by the Mar- | 
quis's deſire, whether ſhe had alſo been 
privy to the attempt to murder Lord Elleſ- 
mere near Grand-Pre?—Herlooks ſaid, Yes, 
: while ſhe faltered out, No; and was therefore 
diſmiſſed with the. other priſoners, . the Car- 
dinal only ordering, in addition to her ſen- 
| tence, that ſhe ſhould be debarred the uſe of | 
penand ink. 

Neue 
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Lord Ormond returned his ſincere thanks 5 
to the Cardinal for the trouble he had taken, 
and rewarded all the inferior Members of 
the Court fo much to their ſatisfaction, 
that they all declared the Friar ought to 
have been broke upon the wheel, and the 
women hanged, had they done them ſtrict 
juſtice, The Marquis was, however, much 
better pleaſed that they had time allowed” 
them for repentance, and ſoon returned with 
the other gentlemen, to communicate the re- 
ſult of the buſineſs to Lady Ormond, with 
whom they found Clara, who rejoiced that 
the Abbeſs and Friar 'would, in their turn, 
feel the puniſhment they had ſo often endea- 
voured to- inflict. Reſpecting Dubois, it 
was agreed he ſhonld remain in ignorance of | 
* che late occurrences till Monvel's return into 
Switzerland, who, conjointly with Meredith, 
was to ſettle every thing relative to Ma- 
dame de Grand-Pre's affairs; the Mar- 
quis and Marchioneſs being very averſe 
to Clement's being of the party, as he had 
come abroad purpoſely to enjoy the fine cli- 
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mate of Provejicc, and ſeemed ech to 


ha ve received benefit from the genial warmth 
of their mild winters. Beſides, if the Du- 


bois's were innocent of the attempt to aſſaſ- 


ſinate him (which terrified them whenever 


it came acroſs their minds), he had ſtill ene- 


mies in that part of Europe who were not 
leſs to be dreaded. —Clement thought there 


did not admit of a doubt as to whom were the 
perpetrators of that deed. Madame Dubois's 


countenance. was a ſufficient indication of her 
eult ; and except them and Lord Clancaſtle, 


who could be benefited by his death? and as, 
in this caſe, he perfectly exculpated the latter, 
upon whom but the Dubois's could his ſuſpi- 


Ma fall? 


2 72 {They a are ade ovilty,” cried Mere- 
dich, « and I truſt Monvel and myſelf ſhall 


bring the villain to a confeſſion ; but {till J 
think you had better remain at Avignon; 
Lord and Lady Ormond will be much 


caſier; it will be more beneficial ro your 
=. „ an, 


b. 
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alth, and I can do all your buſineſs near] iy 


as well as if you were preſent.” 

« Believe me, Meredith,“ he epi 
ce need no great perſuaſion to remain where 
I am. -My father's advice ought, in this . 
caſe, to regulate my conduct, and you muſt 
make my compliments acceptable to Mr, 
and Miſs Maynard, whom you will neceſſarily 
viſit when ſo near them. As tor Dubois, you 
muſt act according to circumſtances; there 


is only preſumptive proof of his guilt. If he 
is really in a dangerous way, he may be in- 
clined to confeſs his crime; and, at all events, 


the loſs of his income, attended with ſuch 
diſhonourable circumſtances, will prove a 
ſufficient - puniſhment.” — The Marquis 


thought he qught to be made an example 


of if his guilt could be proved ; though he 


agreed a voluntary confeſſion of his crime 


| would entitle him to ſome lenity. 


%, 


As Clement meant to Iſpoſe of the 
Caſtle and adjacent lands, hitherto ſuppoſed to 


be the property of the Dubois's, he aſked Þ} 
Monvel © Wi 
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Monvel to become the purchaſer ; at a pries 
much below their real value, wiſhing to make 


him handſome amends for the trouble he had 
taken, and the zeal he had expreſſed to ſerve 
him. The Steward was ſenſible of his motive, 
oratefully accepted his kind offer, and was, in 


conſequence, putin an of the title-deeds. 


- 


Having red every order Clement 


thought it neceſſary to give, the day but one 
following the trial was fixed upon for their de- 
parture. During this interval, Lord Gre- 


ville's anſwer arrived, which was even more 


favourable than the Marchioneſs had hoped; 


as he acknowledged himſelf highly obliged 


to Lady Ormond for affording his daughter 


her countenance after ſne had taken a ſtep 


his ſiſter's abſurd foreign notions had ren- 
dered abſolutely neceſſary; declaring, it 


never had been his intention that any thing 
but perſuaſion ſhould have been uſed to 


jnduce her to give her hand to her couſin, and 


hae not to be perſiſted in, if ſhe continued 
| averſe 
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9 


averſe to the match. —Eaving therefore des | 


termined never more to put it in Madame 
de Vermont's power to terrify her i into com- 
pliance, he was exceſſively happy Lady 
Ormond fo kindly offered to take her under 


her protection during his ſtay at Madrid, 
and only ' hoped ſhe would render herfelf 


deſerving of ſo. diſtinguiſhed a . favour, 


as, while ſhe conformed to her Lady- 


ſhip's advice and wiſhes, ſhe might be ſure 


of meeting with his approbation. He warmly 
congratulated that lady and the Marquis upon 


the reſtoration of their ſon, and artfully in- 
troduced the favourable opinion he once en- 


tertained of Mr. Davenport; concluding 
by delegating all the power he held over 
his daughter to the Marchioneſs of Ormond, 
without whoſe advice and conſent he de- 


clared he ſhould never liſten to any propoſals 


ſimilar to thoſe of Madame de Vermont, 
which he was ſorry had cauſed Lady Auguſta 
ſo much uneaſineſs; and repeated nearly the 
ſame ſentiments in a letter he incloſed for 
herſelf, who declared ſhe was the happieſt 
N 35. „„ 
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ME all human beings after ſhe "FP read 
it, Indeed, independent of her regard 
for Clement, the entertained the higheſt re- 
ſpect and eſteem for Lady Ormond, with 
whom ſhe was tete-d-tete when the letters 


arrived, and who ſeemed, and really was, 


nearly as happy as herſelf. Her father's let- 
ter was ſhewn to the Marquis, who congra- 
tulated the Marchioneſs upon having made 


ſo agreeable an addition to their , de- 
claring himſelf much flattered by Lord Gre- 


ville's kind acquieſcence with their requeſt. 


Clement alſo expreſſed his pleaſure; Ob- 6 


ſerving that he ought in juſtice to write to the 
Pope in Father Benedict's behalf, as he had 
been the ultimate occaſion of Lady Auguſta 
Cameron's putting herſelf under his mother's 
protection. To find her continuance in the 
family met Lord Elleſmere's approbation, 


increaſed her Ladyſhip' s felicity ; and Clara, : 


who ſoon learned the news, proteſted their 
good genius had led them to the Monaſtery 
of St. ary, but by no means approved of 


* 


attempting 
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attempting to obtain a mitigation of Father ; 
| Benedict's ſentence, who, though he had very 
unintentionally contributed to their happi- 


neſs, had no doubt occaſioned many ous - = 


ſouls miſery. 
On the morning that Meredithand Monvel 
were preparing for their departure, while 
the baggage was putting on the former's 
carriage, 2 cabriolet, drawn by poſt-horſes, 
and followed by ſeveral attendants, drove | into 
the court. 8 . 

Lady Auguſta, Who was ſtanding near 
Clement at one of the windows, called out, 
« My aunt and couſin !” involuntarily catch- 
ing hold of his arm for ſupport. . 

He entreated her not to alarm herſelf, and 
to remember ſhe was now, by her father's 
conſent, under his father and mother's pro- 
tection. The Marchionels approached, and 
requeſted hertoretire into the adjoining draw- 
ing -r oom, ſaying ſhe would receive Madame 
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de Vermont. Grateful for what ſhe confidered 


as a ſort of reprieve, though ſhe was certain 


her aunt would not now attempt to force her 
from her preſent abode, ſhe ſuffered Cle- 
ment to lead her into the next apartment, and 
to place her in a chair near one of the win-⸗ 


dows, which he opened, by way of reviving 


her ſpirits, and, in the moſt ſoothing terms, 


beſought her to compoſe herſelf. 


ce J am poſitively aſhamed of my own folly, 
my Lord,” faid ſhe; * am ſenſible I have 
nothing ſerious to dread from this viſit of my 
aunt's, but I have ſuch an unconquerable 8 


diſlike 2 J couſin. b may be * 
but 


« In that caſe I muſt alſo plead ality; | 


and with far more reaſon,” interrupted 


Clement; © for though I have never ſeen 


the Baron Corzola, I diſlike his very 


name. He muſt be as devoid of ſpirit 


as he has ſhewn he is of delicacy, to continue 
to perſecute you with addreſſes you evidently 


never encouraged. Had I been equally pre- 


3 you 


| ſumptuous, I ſhould probably have given 


hdd todd . prod an A 
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you reaſon to wonder at the aſſurance of 
Clement Davenport. The obloquy of my 
birth condemned me to filence ; and though 
that is removed, I am ſenſible I ſhall {till give 
you reaſon to conſider me perhaps as deficient 
in point of delicacy as the gentleman I have 
been condemning; for how dare I offer my- 
ſelf to the acceptance of any woman, and par- 


ticularly to one who knows my firſt wife 


found me, it ſhould appear, unworthy of her 


regard? Vet there is but one woman whoſe 


favour I would deign to ſolicit; need I add, 
if Lady Auguſta Cameron forbids my apply- 
ing to Lord Greville, I will never alter my 
preſent condition?“ 


— 


* 


Perhaps our readers may be able to gueſs 
what reply her Ladyſhip made to this unex- 
| pected declaration. Her looks, however, 
were far more eloquent than her words ; and 
Clement was ſoon convinced he might till 
be happy. He would not have diſcloſed his 
intentions thus abruptly, if he had not thought 
it ungenerous to keep ſo amiable a girl in 


ſuſpenſe, 
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ſuſpenſe, acquainted as he was with her ſen- 


timents in his favour; and after he had de- 


termined to propoſe himſelf to her accept- 
ance, her unaffected terror upon the arrival 
of her aunt and couſin had afforded him 
ſo favourable an opportunity, he could 
not ſuffer it to eſcape him, and felt the greateſt 
pleaſure in the certain conviction that he had 
rendered Lady Auguſta as happy as he was 


himſelf when Madame de Grand-Pré ac- 


cepted his hand. They had both forgot 


who had given riſe to their F&te-d-tete, when 


the Marchioneſs joined them, to inform Lady 
Auguſta that the Counteſs was going, and 


ſhe therefore thought ſhe had better ſee her 


before ſhe went, left that lady ſhould ſuppoſe 


the abſented herſelf od her advice. 2 


Lady Auguſta, whe fear had given way 


to far more pleaſurable ſenſations, readily 


agreed to the propoſal; and only enquired how 


her aunt ſeemed to have taken her having 
eſcaped from the Convent. 


2 : 


«Why, 


he 
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0 Why, not very patiently,” ple the 


Marchioneſs, with a ſmile: “ though ſhe = 


has not'an idea that my ſon was the companion 
of your flight, ſtill ſhe knows you met at 


Geneva. However, ſhe acquieſces per force 


in Lord Gre ville's determination, yet con- 
ceives herſelf to have been very ill- treated 


by us both ; but let us join her, as I have no 


wiſh to detain her.” | 
They immediately did ſo. —The Counteſs 
wiſhed to have been coolly ſarcaſtic, but paſ- 
ſion rendered her abſolutely rude. Her con- 
duct, ſhe ſaid, muſt have been groſsly miſ- 
repreſented to her brother: however, ſhe 
ſhould take care to clear the matter up 
to him; and ſhe thought it. ſtrange 95 


deed if A was not at liberty to place his 


daughter in a Convent for a few months, 
without being conſidered as tyrannical and 


felt- intereſted. Who would pretend to ſay 


her ſon did not do his couſin an honour by 
ſeeking her alliance? However, jhe would 
renounce him for her child, if he thought o 


her after the imprudence ſhe had committed. 
6 


_— 
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T he Marchioneſs made her no aufder, but | 
continued ſtanding, by way of hinting her 


wiſhes for her departure, and the Marquis 


obſeryed all theſe were points ſhe had much 
better diſcuſs with Lord Greville; he had, at 
their requeſt, placed J. ady Auguſta under his 


and the Marchioneſs's protection, and till he 
reclaimed her at their hands, they ſhould 
conſider her as their daughter, and ſhould un- 


doubtedly not be tempted to delegate their 


power” to any third perſon. 


'The Counteſs JUNG «i would con- 
ſider her niece as their daughter in the 
real ſenſe of the word; and ſhe pre- 
ſumed ſuch were their intentions. — She 


then made a general curtſey, and taking 


her ſon's arm, Clement followed them down 
| ſtairs, and, with provoking /ang froid; wiſhed 
her Ladyſhip a pleaſant journey back to Ver- 
mont, aſſuring her he meant, ſhould he be 
fortunate enough to obtain Lady Auguſta's 
and Lord Greville's conſent, to make her 
Lord and Lady Ormond's daughter, in pur- 
ſuance of her judicious advice. Without 
deigning 
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deigning to anſwer him, ſhe got iato her 
cabriolet, and ordered the poſtillions to return 


to Bedaride, as ſhe would not — a moment 5 
longer at Avignon. | 


Lord Elleſmere bowed to the Baron, and 
returned up ſtairs, to communicate her final 
reſolution to Lady Auguſta, The Mar- 
chioneſs thought it a very prudent one ; and 
Meredith declared he rejoiced in the idea of 
travelling, as he probably ſhould ſome part 
of the way, in the ſuite of ſo amiable a lady. 
ce She is in no need of a Protector, obſerved 
Clement, or you might have offered your 
ſervices ;” while Lady Auguſta openly, re- 
Joiced at her father's anſwer having arrived 
previous to her aunt's viſit. . 
„We would not have parted with your 
Ladyſhip, you may reſt aſſured, ſaid Cle- 
ment, * till we had heard from Lord Gre- 
ville, had the Counteſs even demanded youu 
in the name of her Sovereign. 8 

ce You ſay very right, my dear Clement,” 


obſerved the Marquis; but I am, never- 
theleſs, 
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theleſs, like Lady Auguſta, very r we 


were properly —— to retain lo agree 
able a ne © EC 7 { 
She curtſied her thanks to both father and C 

' ſon, and then joined the reſt of the party in v 
wiſhing Meredith and Monvel a good jour- "M4 
ney, who ſoon followed the diſappointed v 
Counteſs and her amiable ſon; though this 9 
was an appellation no one but herſelf ever a 
beſtowed ** the Baron Corzola, . - 
tl 

To ſay Lord a Lady Ormond liſtened c 
with pleaſure to their ſon's determination infa- ||| + 
vour of Lady Auguſta, is very faintly expreſſ- hi 


ing their ſentiments on the occaſion. To, 
fee him happily married was their chief, al- 

moſt their only wiſh : their ſenſations there- 

fore nearly amounted to rapture when he 

requeſted the Marquis would ſolicit Lord 

Greville's per:niſſion in proper form, as he 

had no wiſh his addreſſes ſhould have a clan- 
deſtine appearance; he had had ehough of 
romantic myſteries, therefore choſe to pro- 
ceed this time in the uſual routine. 


The 
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The good old man loſt no time in execut- 


ing his commiſſion. Miſs Belville and Clara 


ſincerely rejoiced in their beloved friend's 


happy proſpects, whom they ſaw every 
day either at home or at Lord Ormond's, 
where Sir Jeremy alſo ſpent great part of his 


time, becauſe, not ſpeaking the language, he 


was leſs partial to French ſociety than Lady 


Manſel, whom he, notwithſtanding, always 


accompanied into public. Indeed Lady 


Ormond, and her daughter elect, were of all 
their parties; and Sir Jeremy's fortune pro- 
cured him ſo much reſpect, that he allowed 
the F rench were not ſuch fools as he had 
hitherto thought them. | 


—_ 
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CHAP. XI. 


Uron their arrival at Geneva, Meredith 


and Monyel proceeded to the two Bankers 


who held the remains of the Baroneſs's ready 


money.—She had informed Monvel what ſhe 


had drawn out of their hands, to ſatisfy Lord 
Harold's rapacity. He was therefore rather 
ſurpriſed to find five thouſand pounds had 
been drawn for over and above the ſums ſhe 
had mentioned ; but his aſtoniſhment ceaſed 
upon learning it had been paid to the Earl 
Of Hirold himſelf, who had preſented a draft 


of the Baroneſs's of that amount, three days. 


after he left Avignon. It was certainly of a 


prior date to the diſcovery; ſtill he was 


hardly juſtifiable in having made uſe of it, 
Meredith thought, * Monvel did not 
keſitate 


ö 
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heſitate to pronounce it a forgery, becauſe 
the Baroneſs would certainly have told him 
had Lord Harold held a draft of ſuch value, 
which it would have been eaſy to have fore- 
ſeen he would have immediately converted 
into caſh ; not to mention her having drawn 
only the week before for a very large ſum, 
which that Nobleman had alſo made free with. 
There was, however, no remedy ; and all 
that remained for them to do, was to tranſmit 
the reſt of the money to England, according 
to Clement's orders. They then proceeded 
to Rolles, to viſit the miſerable invalid. Mr. 
Monvel's name gained them immediate ad- 
mittance. Dubois was up, and ſeated in a 
large arm chair; but ſo much altered, that 
neither of the gentlemen would have known 
him again, had they ſeen him any where but 
in his own houſe. The fight of Meredith 

greatly increaſed the peeviſnneſs of temper 
his lingering and painful confinement had 
brought on; he dreaded he hardly knew 
what from the appearance of this intruder, 


but entreated them to be ſeated. 


/ 


Monvel 


\ 
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Monvel faid he was ſorry to ſee him | | 


look ſo indifferent, and was afraid the 


intelligence he had to communicate was 
not of a nature to accelerate his cure; 
but poſſibly he had heard that Father Bene- 
dict was in cuſtody, and that he had im- 
peached Madame Dubois? — Had he had 
ſufficient command of his countenance, the 


invalid would have affected not to under- 


ſtand him, and he did ſtammer out he was at 
Monvel was 


a loſs to gueſs his meaning. 
more explicit, taking up his narrative from 
the moment Lord Elleſmere diſcovered his 
wiſe in the Counteſs of Harold, and bring- 


ing it down to the condemnation of Madame 


Dubois, and thus proceeded ;—*< That lady 
has alſo given Lord Ormond to underſtand 


you were the perſon who diſcharged a gun 


or piſtol at his fon upon the road to Grand- 
Pre, with intent to murder him. 
deration of your deplorable condition, the 
Marquis has not yet applied to the Senate of 
Berne to have you taken into cuſtody, and 
has de ſired me to inform you, if you chuſe to 


In conſi- 


make an open confeition, he may be __ 


4. 


to ſuffer you (little as you deſerve ſuch 

mercy) to die in your bed. So what fay, 
you, Mr. Dubois—are you inclined to take 
advantage of his lenity py 


— 


— 


| The ſick man ſwore he was not to be fo 
eaſily duped as his wife ſeemed to have been; 
nor had he any thing to reproach himſelf with, 
admitting her to have pleaded guilty. He was 
never before at any certainty that the Ba- 
roneſs de Grand-Pre was married : when 


ſhe gave her hand to Lord Harold, he knew 


nothing of her having a child, and thought 
ſhe had made over the income he had hither- 
to enjoyed, to his wife for life. He had been 
the dupe of both, he found ; and as for pre- 
tending to ſay he had wiſhed to murder Lord 
Elleſmere, what, did he ſuppoſe, he ſhould 
gain by that Nobleman's death? What did it 
matter to him whether he or Lord Harold 


enioyed the Baroneſs's fortune? To oblige - 


that lady, as he ſuppoſed, for ſo his wife made 
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him believe, he attended at the Convent 


of Mary, to identify Lord Elleſmere” 8 
* ; 
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perſon ; but as to what paſſed between him 
and the Monk, he was totally ignorant; — the 


Friar certainly did waylay him upon his return 
from Chamberry, wiſhing to extort ſome 


money from him, and upon his reject- 
ing his demands, had ſtabbed him twice; 


but he defied the moſt prejudiced judges 


in Europe to conſider him as guilty.“ 


« Well, Sir, I ſhall let Lord Ormond 


37 


know what has paſſed between us,” replied 
Monvel ; © and will nn you of his final 
deciſion in a ſhort time.” | 

« And you may allo tell his Lordſhip,” 


faid the invalid, © I ſhall make proper en- 


quiries upon what proots my wite was con- 
victed.“ f 


4 1 mall not fail, Sir,” retorted Monvel ; b 


2 only remember that I expect the Grand- 


Pre family plate to be delivered IP when 


J ſend or call for it.“ 


Dubois made no anſwer, and the gentlemen 


left the houſe, obſerving that this ſpecious 


couple might well delude the unfortunate 
Baroneſs ; 


\F 


Wo 


| Baroneſs; and as there was no abſolute proof 
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that the wretched being had ſhot Lord Elleſ- 
mere, they ſuppoſed they muſt ſuffer him to 
linger out a miſerable exiſtence, deſpiſed and 


| ſhunned by all the friends of his proſperity, 


Meredith had agreed to take up his abode | 
at Monvel's ; thither therefore they drove 
when they reached Lauſanne, and were in- 
formed, by that gentleman's ſiſter, that Mr. 


Maynard had ſent twice the day before, and 


once that morning, to know if he was re- 


turned. She underſtood from the ſervant that 


that gentleman: had not been very well, and 
wiſhed to ſee him upon buſineſs of import- 
ance.—He would ride over in the morning, 

he ſaid. Meredith agreed to accompany 
him, having almoſt come to a reſolution to 
conſider Lady Lucy only as the niece of 

Lord Ormond, and in conſequence to offer 


her his hand. Yet perhaps the humbled Peer 
would reject him, in hopes of forming an allis 


ance with his nephew; but he would not ſurely 


be ſo infatuated he ſhould ſee what ſort of a | 
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reception he gave him, and decide accord- 
- ingly. "i 


After an early breakfaſt, the gentlemen 
ſet out; a clear froſt rendered it very plea- 
- fant; and their diſcourſe naturally turned upon 
the perſon they were Soing to YR. | = 


Meredith . he might now be in- 
formed why Lord Elleſmere had viſited 
Grand-Pre, and the reſult of his connexion 
with the late owner of the Caſtle.— Both 
Lord Ormond and Clement had charged him 
With letters ta Mr. Maynard, which muſt 
convince that gentleman he had ſtrictly kept 
his ſecret; and as he probably wiſhed for a 
reconciliation with the Marquis and Mar- 
chioneſs, he might think his late behaviour 
to Lord Elleſmere might pave the way for 
ſuch an event, and, in due courſe of time, 
lead to the accompliſhment of his more am- 


bitious project. 


ere OY = WY 7, 


_ 


Theſe reflections a occaſioned a © 
F- pauſe in their diſcourſe, by way of renewing. 


the 
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the converſation, Monvel bloat they 
were in ſight of the ſpot where Lord Elleſ- 
mere had met with his accident. Meredith. 
Taiſed his- eyes, and almoſt at the ſame mo- 
ment obſerved a peaſant on the other ſide of 
the hedge wiping and examining a gun, by . - 
what he could diſcover. Inſtantly ſtopping 
his horſe, he pointed him out to Mon- 
vel; but before either could ſpeak, the 
countryman, advancing nearer the hedge, 
ſaid, E Don't you think this was an odd place 
to keep fire arms in, gentlemen : not W w 
minutes ſince, in breaking the ice, I "ew >; 
this gun out of this pond,” * 
LHand it me over,” faid Meredith. ry 
What a ſtrange circumſtance!” cried the 
Steward, the ſame ſuſpicion occurring to his 
mind which had induced his companion to 
ſtop his horſe ; © but take no notice, he 
proceeded; * it will occaſion a general alarm, — 
and anſwer no one good end. be Sage ON 
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Meredith, mh was anxioully examining. 


the piece, took the hint, while Monvel told 
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the peaſant, whom he knew, that he would 
have the gun properly cleaned; and if it turned 


out to be worth any money, he might depend 
upon receiving the full value, giving him a 
crown as an earneſt of his intentions. The 
peaſant required no. more from a gentleman 
he knew was reputed for his generoſity. The 


travellers purſued their route, forming va- 


rious conjectures reſpecting this adventure. 
The barrel of the fowling- piece was very 
ſhort, and they both thought there was every 
reaſon to ſuppoſe 1 it had wounded the Earl, — 
Fhe lock was in the ſame ſtate as when diſ- 
charged, and it had. moſt probably been 


thrown away the moment the deed was done. 5 


« Tf we can but prove it to have: been the 


property of the vile Dubois,” faid Me- 
redith, © we ſhall be able to convict him.“ 
« Moſt probably,” replied Monvel ;— 


« but we muſt proceed cautiouſly ; for the 
ſcoundrel will certainly, ill as he is, endea- 
vour to eſcape if he ſuſpects we are e 


ſeſſion of ſo _ a * of his guilt.“ 


| Before 
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| Before they had ſettled their plan,” they 
reached the Caſtle, and called repeatedly in the 
ſtable yard without being able to make any 
of the ſervants hear. The doors, however, 
being unlocked, they led their horſes 'in, and 
walked towards the houſe. The hall door 
was open; ſtill no one appeared. 
If we had not ſeen horſes in the ſtable,” 
ſaid Meredith, © I ſhould have been tempted 
to believe the Caſtle was deſerted.” _ 
% We ſhall find ſomebody in the dl 
ſitting room, I dare ſay,” replied Menvel, 
knocking at the door of that apartment. 
No one anſwered ; he therefore opened the 
door at the very moment Miſs Maynard, 
drowned in tears, entered by one nearly 172 
oppoſite, | 8 


cc M r. | Meredith, ” ſhe exclaimed, in the = 


accent of ſurpriſe, <* how rejoiced I a to oe, 
2 


you My father, my poor father 33 


2 


Tears choaked her utterance. Meredith, 
very much affected, preſuming the Admiral was 
e no 
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no more, tried to ſooth her into compoſure; 
and proceeded to tell her he was but that 
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moment arrived, requeſting ſhe would. re- 


member ſhe had ſtill near and dear relations, 
Who entertained the greateſt reeard for her. 


« F know my aunt is all — ſhe- 


replied ; < but do ſee how my father is, my 
dear friend ;—he has been very indifferent for 
the laſt two or three days, always. inclining to: 
doze, and at times hardly ſenſible ; but this. 
morning, ſoon after we had begun breakfaſt, 
Juſt as I was mentally rejoicing: at his appa- 
rent viſible amendment, his cup fel} out of 
his hand, and before I could ring for any aſ- 
fiſtance, he dropped from his chair in an apo= 
plectic fit. At the time I thought him gone 
for ever. The ſervants carried him into. the 
room my couſin occupied; but ] fear he never 
will recover. Pray go to him, and give proper 
orders; I could not ſtay i in the room. The 
ſervants are very anxious to recover him, 


but I am afraid are very unſkilful,” 
Meredith 
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| Meredith! promiſed to ſee him immedi- 
ately, adviſing her to retire to her own apart- 
ment, and endeavour to compoſe her ſpirits, 


hinting the neceſſity of ſummoning her for- 
titude to her aſſiſtance, ſhould the worſt _ 


ſhe dreaded come to paſs, and holding out : 


ſeveral powerful motives of conſolation.ä— The 
ſoothiggs of a beloved object are generally 
very efficacious in any diſtreſs; and Lady 
Lucy Killarney retired far more reſigned, 
from the certainty that every method, at all 
likely to prove conducive to her father's re- 
covery, would be tried by her favourite 
coulin, whom ſhe continued to prefer to the 
more elegant, and certainly more intereſting 
Lord Elleſmere ;. but her heart was in Me- 
redith's poſſeſſion before ſhe had ſeen the 
Earl, and he was, beſides, a moſt amiable: 
young man, and the friend of her childhood. 
While ſhe was endeavouring to ſubmit 
with reſignation to thoſe decrees no one can 
reverſe, Meredith and Monvel haſtened into 
the room where they were informed they 
. ſhould 


\ 
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ſhould find the Admiral, who was extended 


upon thE bed, and now preſented a moſt 
frightful ſpectacle, his features being dread- 


fully diſtorted. Meredith enquired what had 


been done to recover him, and gave ſeveral 
orders. The invalid was perfectly inſenſible, 
and remained ſo till the arrival of the ſur- 


geon, when he was plentifully blooded, and 


ſo far recovered his recollection, as to know 


thoſe about him, and preſs Meredith's hand, 
who never quitted his bed- ſide from the time 


he entered the room. A phyſician, whom 
Monvel had ſent for, pronounced him in im- 


minent danger; nevertheleſs he exerted all his 
kill to reſtore him to his ſenſes, but in vain; 

for between nine and ten that evening a fe- 
cond fit carried him off. He had not been 
able to articulate a word from the moment he 
was firſt taken, conſequently cou. give no 
directions. 


— 


Meredith obſerved to Monvel it was to 


be hoped there was a will, and undertook to 


break the melancholy tidings to Lady Lucy, 
| whom 
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whom he joined in her drefling-room for that 
purpoſe, leaving Monvel to give the neceſſary 
immediate orders among the houſehold, and 
. to ſend word home that they ſhould ſpend the 
night at the Caſtle.— As he expected, her 
: Ladyſhip' s affliction was extreme; and as he 
thought 1ll-timed conſolation more likely 
to increaſe than mitigate her grief, he left her 
to indulge her tears, after hoping he ſhould 
find her more compoſed in the morning, in- 
forming her of his intention to ſpend the 
night at the Caſtle. He then joined Mon- 
vel, to whom, having had proofs of his diſ- 
cretion, he now thought it neceſſary to reveal 
whom his late tenant was ; becauſe, if he had 
not left a will, it would be expedient to ſend 

for Lord Ormond, or receive his orders ho , 
to proceed both with reſpect to the deceaſed 

and his ſurviving daughter. * fs 


Meredith made a8 5 as pot6bls of the 
principal event in Lord Clancaſtle's life- as 
could be done conſiſtent with veracity, which, 


like that N obleman, he. chiefly attributed to 
0 * Gwillim, 
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Gwillim, and aſſured Monvel Lady Liver: 
would find a father in the Marquis, and 
a moſt tender mother in. the Marchioneſs of 
Ormond. — Then it would be moſt adviſcable,. N 
the Steward thought, that ſhe ſhould be ſent 
immediately to Avignon; his ſiſter ſhould: 
attend her thither, and one of Meredith's ſer- 
vants would prove a ſufficient eſcort; — ſne 
would certainly be happier under Lady Or- 
mond's care, and there did not ſeem 2 
chance of that lady's objecting to their plan. 
Meredith had intended to have made the ſame 
propoſal to her, he ſaid; and it would be ne- 
ceflary to conſult her before they came to 
any deciſion. . That ſhe would meet with a 
moſt cordial reception from. every branch of 
the Ormond family did not admit of a doubt; 
and he felt particularly happy hz had arrived 
ſo very a- propos, as ſhe would have found it 
very awkward to have conſulted with Mr. 
Monvel, as ſhe might have been averſe to 
mentioning what certainly caſt an odium upon 
her father” s memory, 1 
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The next morning they made early en- 
quiries reſpecting Miſs Maynard's health, 
who returned her thanks for their politeneſs, 
requeſting they would breakfaſt tete- A- tie, 
promiſing to join them ſoon aſter in the li- 
brary, where her father had informed her he 
had depoſited his will among other papers 
of conſequence, which ſhe preſumed” ought- 
to be immediately inſpected, as ſne knew he 
had made Mr. Meredith his ſole executor ;. 
who obſerved, he ſuppoſed he had taken this 
precaution to preſerve his ſecret, which muſt 
have been diſeovered, had he ee 
Monvel. 


About eleven o Gebel Lady Euey came: 
down. ſtairs ; 5 and though. unable to reſtrain 
her tears upon Meredith's firſt addreſs, ſhe- 
was ſoon ſufficiently compoſed to-proceed to- 
buſineſs. —Leſt ſhe might conſider it as a 
breach of confidence, though-it was merely a 
proper reliance upon Monvel's honour; it had 
been agreed he ſhould appear to continue in 


ignorance of her late father IJ rank, except ſhe 
o. wine 
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| wiſhed it to be made known to him. The 
will, and all the. other papers, were found in 
his bureau: his daughter he of courſe made 
his heireſs, conſtituting Meredith the guar- 

dian of her fortune, Lady Ormond that of 
her perſon, and had encloſed a letter to his 

daughter, deſiring her to make herſelf known 
| 'to Monvel, who, he was convinced, would 
| ſee her ſafe under her godmother's care, and 
alſo that he was decently put into the 
! ground. She referred the tafk to Meredith, 
| who, in a very few words, repeated what he had 
told the Steward the preceding night, whoſe 
reflections were judicious and appropriate, all 
tending to ſooth the afflicted daughter, and 
palliate the father's crime; concluding by 
aſſuring her his ſiſter would accompany her 
to Avignon at her own time. Meredith 
| propoſed diſpatching an immediate expreſs to 
Lord Elleſmere, who would break the me- 
lancholy news to his father and mother, and 
apprize them of ar Lucy s arrival. 


I am 


ELLESMERE. | 3Zor 7 
I am ſenſible I can be of no ſervice" 
| here,” ſaid ſne; * ſtill dare I hope my kind 
aunt will receive me?“ 
Acquainted as you muſt be with Lady 
Ormond's diſpoſition, Lady Lucy, in ad- 
dition to which you will recollect that her 
ſon is now reſtored to her embraces, can 
ſuch a doubt find entrance into your mind ? - 
How often have I been tempted to reveal the 
ſecret chance made me maſter of, when I 
have heard her, with tears in her eyes, de- 
plore her ignorance of your reſidence!“ 
« will fet out as ſoon as it ſuits Ma- 
demoiſelle Monyel to begin our journey, Mr. 
Meredith. I long as much to fee my god- 
mother and my beſt of uneles, as they can do 
to ſee me. I hope my. couſin is quite re- 
covered, Have you ever been able to diſ- 
cover the perpetrators of the horrid attempt 
which ſo nearly coſt him his life?“ 
Meredith gave her a ſhort detail of Lord 
Elleſmere's adventures, and the puniſhment of 
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his enemies, the Dubois's not omitting tlie 
recent diſcovery of the gun, which they 
hoped would convict the huſband, who cer-- : 
tainly deſerved no mercy. She was of the 
fame opinion; and after dinner, accompanted, 
the gentlemen to Lauſanne, who took all the 
papers of any conſequence with them, and 
leſt proper orders with the ſervants till they 
returned to the Caſtle, which they propoſed 
doing in the courſe of a couple of days. 


As ſcon as they reached Mr. Monvel's, 
Meredith ſat down to write an account of 85 
every thing that had occurred ſince their ſe- 
paration, to Lord Elleſmere, of courſe men- 
tioning who Mr. and Miſs Maynard really 
were; and encloſed a ſhort note from Lady 
Lucy to the Marchioneſs in his voluminous- 
packet. She was to ſet off the next day but 
one, and he preſumed ſome part of the family 
would meet her at Montelimart. Hediſfpatch- 
cd his letter expreſs, and then, in concert with 
Monvel, gave every neceſſary order for 
1 „ the 5 
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tlie Admirals funeral, which, as- he particu- i 
lafly defired to be buried. in Switzerland,, 
could not be very. ſumptuous, owing to the 
laws of the Republic. The ruſty gun had 
not been forgotten, and was ordered to be 
thoroughly ſcowered ſon after their return, 
when it underwent A. more minute exami- 
nation. 
5 1. was made by a near neighlims of 
mine,” ſaid Monvel, having read the name 
upon the lock. —“ Perhaps he will recolleck. 
to whom he ſold 1 

To this perſon therefore . ee 
proceeded, carrying the gun for his inſpec- 
tion. The maker inſtantly recognized it; 
and turning to his books, told them the very 
day on which he had ſold it, which agreed 

with that on which Clement had been 
wounded, but could not ſay to whom, till 
one of his ſnopmen reminded him he had caſt 
three balls for the e who had Loſi” : 
Gy 2 pair 


' * 
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a pair of piſtols at the fame: time, and had 
my them _—_ were for a F rench Officer. 8 


3 True,” faid fe maſter ; - &« I recolle& 
the circumſtance, and think I ſhould know 
the gentleman again, though, to my know- 
ledge, I never ſaw him before,” deſcribing” 
minutely the figure of Dubois. 
e We ſhould not have been ſo cular | 
in our enquiries,” ſaid Monvel, unwilling to 
excite his curioſity ; * only the gun, having. 
been offered me for ſale at a very low price, 


I thought it had been ſtolen.” 


The maſter was fatisfied with this expla- 


nation; and the gentlemen returned home, 


debating whether they ought not to have the 
vile Dubois taken into immediate cuſtody.— 
At laſt they reſolved to accompany the ladies 
to Rolles, as they were anxious to ſet Lord 
Ormond's mind at eaſe reſpecting who had 
attempted to murder his ſon. N ot that there 


remained the ſhadow of a doubt as to who 


was the villain; till if he could be brought 
to confeſs his guilt, it would be more ſatisfac- _ 
tory, 


i Meredith further ante their firſt 


viſiting the ſurgeon who attended the wound- 55 
ed man; and I he pronounced him out of 


danger, applying, without loſs of time, to 
the Senate of Berne to have him inſtantly 


ſecured. If, on the contrary, he entertained - 


no hopes of his life, they might as well ſuffer 


him to die where he was, as to give them- 


ſelves any further trouble, admitting he ac- 
knowledged his guilt, gave up the plate, and 
conformed, in every other reſpect, to their 
wiſhes. 


— 


1 
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Lady Lucy was made acquainted with 
their determination, and was not the leaſt 
anxious to have the guilt abſolutely affixed on 
Dubois, as ſhe could not help dreading Lord 


and Lady Ormond entertained ſuſpicions 


ſimilar to thoſe Meredith had avowed when 


they ſo unexpectedly met after the Earl's 
accident. In conſequence of this haſty plan, 
they proceeded all together to Rolles, and 


leaving the ladies at the inn, walked to the 


ſurgeon's, having ealily learned who attended. 
| Dubois, 
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5 Dubois, who, they were informed; was re- 
ported to be dying, which the medical gen- 
tleman confirmed; obſerving, he had never 
entertained any hopes of his recovery, and 
ſome ſecret ſorrow, which evidently preyed 5 
upon his mind, greatly increaſed his diſorder: 
he therefore 3 not ſuppoſe, according to 
preſent appearances, he would ſurvive the 
week. From the ſurgeon's they proceeded 
to his patient, having called for the gun as. 
they paſſed the inn. They were informed, 
in conſequence of his general orders to be 
denied to every body, &”- Mr. Dubois was. 

too ill to fee company. Monvel therefore 
wrote a ſhort note, ſtating, if he was refuſed 


admittance, he muſt, however unwillingly,, 


ſtate his reaſons for wiſhing to ſee Mr. Pu- 
bois to the Bailli, or chief Magiſtrate of the = 
town, who would doubtleſs n him the 
defired 1 interview. 
Aſter an interval of a few minutes, the 
gentlemen were introduced. The ſight of 
Meredith, to appearance armed, rendered 


the 


the invalid ſpeechleſs ; though, having pre- 
pared himſelf for the viſit, he ſoon produced 
a piſtol, which had been concealed in the 
bed, and was able to ſtammer out, & Lay 

down your arms, Sir, or take the Fonlcquenews 2 
of your obſtinacy.”  _ 

e You have nothing to fear from my 
blunderbuſs, Mr. Dubois,“ he replied, 
ce though I am not to be intimidated even 
by the threats of ſuch. a profeſſed: murderer.. 
There,“ (preſenting him the gun), © < pleaſe-. 
to examine it; you will find it is not loaded; 
and I can take upon myſelf to ſay, that che 
laſt time it was Rs you drew: Capes. 
trigger,” 
Me, Sir! e cried the indy terrified; 
. wretch, throwing it from him, 1 never ſaw 

it before: what is it you mean? Fe 
Simply that it was found in a iſ not 
above a hundred yards from the ſpot where 
you attempied to murder Lord Elleſmere, 
and that you purchaſed it not two hours be- 
fore of the maker at Lauſanne, for ſeventy- 


five — and had alſo. three balls caſt, to 
f make 
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make an immediate trial of your kill Bur 


not to dwell upon the ſubject, the gentleman 


who ſold it you, offers to ſwear to your 


perſon.“ 


Meredith was prevented from proceeding 
by the miſerable being endeavouring to put 
an end to his exiſtence with the piſtol he ſtill 
held. Monvel was, however, fortunate 
enough to knock it out of his hand as he 


was in the act of raiſing it to his head; telling 


him if he would but confeſs his guilt, they 
would ſuffer him to die i in his hed, and: even 


conceal his crime. 


F indjog he had no alternative, he com- 


ples] with their wiſhes, and entered into a long 
detail the reader 1s already acquainted with, - 


as well as with the motives which made him 


ſeek the Earl's life—imploring their pity 


when he concluded, and offering to give upthe 
plate, and every other article, which, conjointly 


with his wife, he had extorted from the Ba- 


ronels,de Grand-Pre, Meredith now made 


na 
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no ſercple to promiſe he ſhould be permitted 
to die unmoleſted, and was not aſtoniſhed to 
hear he cid not ſurvive the next day. 

Lady Lucy and Mademoiſelle Monvel pur- 
ſued their journey to Avignon, and were met, 
as Meredith had foreſeen, at Montelimart, by | 
the Marchioneſs, Clement, and Lady Auguſta, 
' whoſe kind reception almoſt made her forget 
the melancholy occaſion of her journey; and 
a few weeks perfectly reconciled her to the 
loſs. of a father, which even duty could not 
always make her eſteem, 
During this time, a ſecond letter from 
Lord Greville completed the felicity of the 
Ormond family; and Meredith, having en- 
tirely finiſhed the buſineſs which carried him 
into Switzerland, returned to participate in 
their happineſs, and to fulfil every wiſh Lady 
Lucy Killarney had ever ventured to form. 
Suffice it to ſay, at the expiration of a proper 
time, the two friends were united to their re- 


ſpective mene, ; and that Clement, re- 
ſtored 


— 2 
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| Nored to o health; reaſon, and 8 did 
not inherit the Ormond title till his venerable 
and excellent father had rejoiced at the birth 

of two grandſons, and another granddaughter, 
not to mention two grand-nephews; and then 
ſunk to eternal reſt, conſcious that his ſon and 
daughter would conſole the afflicted Mar- 
chioneſs for the only ſerious misfortune ſhe 
experienced from the moment her ſon pre- 
ſented his hand to Lady Auguſta Cameron, | 
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The materials and texture of this Novel are ſo ſuperior to Nd 


*thoſe of which this ſpecies of writing is in general compoſed, 
that we lament extremely having ſo long neglected to peruſe 
it, aud announce its merits to the public. The author, who 


poſſeſſes a ſound, diſcriminating, and improved mind, has 


drawn his characters, not from the mere ſuggeſtions of fancy, 


as js uſual with writers of this claſs, but from a clear, diſtinct, 


and judicious view of their archetypes, as they exiſt in nature. 


In conformity to the title of his work, he has repreſented 
4% Man as he is, and ſeems to have taken Fielding and 


* 


Le Sage for his models; but he has contrived to render his 
ſcenes contributory to the purpoſes of virtue, morality, and 
happineſb. The ſtory is finely concrived, and the narrative 
of it ſo * artleſs, that it aſſumes the appearance of true 


hiſtory. | 
the piece, a rich, gay, generous young man, who acts entirely 
from the feelings 3 a ſenſible and virtuous heart, is as finely 
contraſted with the character of Mr. Bardoe, a gentlema 


he character of Sir George Paradyne, the hero of 


who is guided only by the dictates of Treaſon and experience; 


as the character of Miſs Carlill, a lively, ſhrewd, and ſenſible 


Quaker, is with that of Cornelia Coleraine, the heroine of 
the piece, and a perfect model of female ſoftneſs, delicacy, - 
and good ſenſe, There are ether characters of a different 


*omplexion, in which the vices of unfeeling ambition, political 
profligacy, gaming, — and female depravity, are 
*expoſed in the miſcondu@ of Lady Mary Paradyne, Lord 
Auſchamp, Count Colliano, John Lake Fielding, and Lady 
Ann Brixworth, and, by a ſtrength of colouring, rendered 
1gnominious and deteltable; In- oppoſition, however, to this 


deſpicable and unhappy group, we mult not forget to mention 


the character of Lindſay, which exhibits the moſt perfect 
deſcription of real friendſhip and diſintereſted affection. The 
Work contains a few ep:/odes, the molt beautiful of which is 
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the ſtory. of Mis Zaporo, the unfortunate offspring of 4 
Tranſyivanian_ General, who bravely ' fought and“ died in 


+ 


* 


attempting to defend the iiberties of his oppreſſed country. 

This lovely, ſpirited, and ſenſible female, after experiencing a 
leries of alfecting misfortunes, is happily reftored, by the 
virtuous exertions of Sir George Paradyne, to the protection 

of her uncle, an Auſtrian Baron, then at the Venetian Court, 

and affords an uſeful leflon of the happy effects which are 4 
frequently produced by a ſteady perſeverance in the paths of 


, ; 4 a 


piety and virtue. 
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| Second Edition. p 


This Novel muſt be diſtinguiſhed from the common ſort, 
The author diſplays an intimate acquaintance with human 


N nature, and delineates it with the pen of a maſter. His cha- 
, 1.:&ers are drawn with juſt diſcrimination, and placed in ſitua- 
2 tions where their actions ſtrictly correſpond with the original 
I. fretch. There is occaſionally, a little tincture of the New | 
| Thiloſophy, as it is called, and a ſhade of gloom is thrown 
upon human life; but the writer is not unſucceſsful in his 
humorous attempts; and, upon the whole, the reader has a 
chance of becoming wiſer and better by a peruſal of this 
x work, if his 1aſte has not been vitiated by the irifling produ- 
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